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TIME OF THE SEASON

WEATHER 
Wyatt Doty
Stone Chreek Charter School
Sunny
High 52; Low 23 — Weather A20

ELECTION
Eagle County’s top election 
official says vote remains 
secure after state-level data 
breach. SEE PAGE A3.

LOCAL
Eagle County Gender and 
Sexuality Alliance receives 
$10,000 grant from LGBTQ+ 
empowerment organization. 
SEE PAGE A4.

REGION
CDOT warns of possible road 
closures along Floyd Hill due 
to sun glare. SEE PAGE A9.

COMMENTARY
This year’s presidential 
election may be contentious, 
but it has nothing on the 
1904 governor’s election in 
Colorado, which resulted in 
three different governors 
holding office on the same 
day. SEE PAGE A6.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Eagle Valley football falls to 
Palisade in final home game 
of the season. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A22.

Cheaper groceries in Vail
No, you’re not imagining it — your grocery bill is more affordable based on which 

City Market you shop at, which includes higher prices in Eagle than Vail. A2

Get ‘All Shook Up’ with The 
Runaway Grooms at Elvis-
themed party in Vail. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A15.

Clouds light up during the sunset Thursday in Avon. Daylight savings time begins early Sunday.
CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

OFFERED AT $1,975,000

28 CASTLE PEAK LANE | HOMESTEAD
4-bed | 3-bath | 2,926 Sq.Ft.

Conveniently Located Single-Family in Desirable Neighborhood

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810

OPEN HOUSE TODAY • SATURDAY, NOV. 2ND

2 - 4PM



W
e lit our first fire of the 
season in our fireplace the 
other night. I love the soft, 
flickering light and how cozy 

it makes our home. It had been such 
a hectic week but as the fire 
crackled, I had an overwhelming 
sense of contentment. With my 
oldest son starting his post-high 
school life, we had been a family 
of three for the first time in 15 
years. It’s taken some getting 
used to but everything felt right.

As we snuggled up, it hit me 
we had so many special times as 
a family of four because we had 
this house. I am so grateful that 
we were able to purchase this 
home 20 years ago. As I have 
shared before — we had timing 
on our side. We were able to buy at a 
time when wages earned in this commu-
nity were enough to purchase our home 
on the river, where we celebrate holidays 
and successes, where we have a safe 
space to grieve.

It’s not lost on me how hard it is to 
find safe shelter. It’s always been hard 
but it’s even trickier now to find a home 
that is in a reasonable price range. I 
have such gratitude for our little home 
and optimism for the future. 

Collectively we have added an impres-
sive number of rental and homeowner-
ship units to our local housing stock in 
the last five years — 72 units by Colora-
do Mountain College and Eagle County 
in Edwards, 80-ish units by Vail Health 
at Fox Hollow, 37 at Miller Flats by Ea-
gle County School District, 66 Habitat 
homes, not to mention those in progress 
— 302 at Timber Ridge and 20 units 
Eagle County Commons in Edwards.

I truly believe good things can come, 
especially as we all work together. Hab-
itat has been working so hard to build 
partnerships and relationships and it’s 

paying off. We received almost 200 
applications for homes to be built in the 
next year, and we’ve met with so many 
amazing, hardworking locals.

For the first time, we are partnering 
with the town of Vail, along 
with continuing our part-
nership with Eagle County 
at Timber Ridge. This pri-
vate-public partnership will 
allow us to provide a 0-inter-
est mortgage for 10 homes at 
Timber Ridge. For too long 
we’ve heard that Vail isn’t for 
locals — but we fully believe it 
is. It’s the locals who make the 
town, the hospital, the resort, 
and local hotels run.

We’re working with the 
school district, reimagining 

housing solutions for educators and 
school district employees. We’re talking 
to other towns and the county — we are 
all working together to retain communi-
ty and build homes. But the one piece of 
the puzzle that is missing, which became 
ever more clear during the Vail Sympo-
sium’s State of the Valley, is that we no 
longer have naturally occurring afford-
able housing stock in our community. 
There is strong progress but we need to 
keep our foot on the gas pedal to build 
permanently affordable housing solu-
tions to retain and build community.

We all know — towns, nonprofits, 
organizations — that without some in-
tervention, our community will be lost. 
No one even blinks an eye anymore at 
one-bedroom rentals costing $2,300. 
Halfway through 2024, only 16 homes 
had sold under $500,000 in Eagle 
County. I did a quick search and there 
are only five homes listed for under 
$500,000. How can anyone afford to 
put down roots?

Choosing optimism
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FUNNY
“I’d like to kiss ya, but I just washed my hair.”

Bette Davis

Elyse Howard
Habitat for 
Humanity
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O
rdinarily this time of year, if you hear 
someone talking about strikes and 
bullpens, you would assume they’re 
discussing a pitching performance at 

the World Series.
But go back 120 years in Colorado to early 

November of 1904, and those terms take on an 
entirely different meaning.

This year’s presidential election may be 
contentious, but it has nothing on the 1904 

governor’s election in Col-
orado, which resulted in 
an anomaly that baseball 
statisticians might equate 
to an unassisted triple play 
— three different governors 
holding office on the same 
day.

The election season was 
contentious due to the Colo-
rado Labor Wars, a situa-
tion which resulted in “one 
of the most insurgent and 
violent stages that Ameri-

can labor history had ever seen,” as described by 
Denver University history professor Bill Phil-
pott in “The Lessons of Leadville.”

The Colorado Labor Wars were the culmina-
tion of years of strife between mine owners and 
the unions who were represented by the West-
ern Federation of Miners. The tension reached 
its height not long after the election of James 
Peabody in 1902; Peabody took office in January 
of 1903 and by March, he was already using the 
Colorado National Guard to help mine owners 
deal with striking workers, something unprece-
dented in Colorado.

In September of 1903, the troops arrested 
union members at the Cripple Creek district, 
imprisoning them in a holding facility the 
media called a “bull pen.” Sherman Parker, a 
member of the union’s executive committee, 
was among the most popular of the arrested 
men.

The Rocky Mountain News obtained an ac-
count of the arrest from Parker’s wife, who said 
soldiers on horseback visited the house at 12:20 
a.m. with a letter for Parker.

“The letter was handed to him and then four 
men rushed into the house and surround-
ed him, presenting revolvers to his head and 
warning him not to say anything,” she said. “The 
room was dark but I could see that the men in 
the house were soldiers and through the door I 
also saw several more on the outside. Mr. Parker 
spoke to the men, saying: ’Boys, what have I 
done to cause this action.’ ... ’We have nothing to 
say to you,’ was the answer.”

This, of course, was a violation of Parker’s 
Sixth Amendment rights, which state that any 
person held by the state shall be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation.

A writ of habeas corpus was issued by Colora-
do Judge W.P. Seeds, who demanded Colorado 
National Guard commander John Chase release 
Parker and the other prisoners.

“After Judge Seeds had given his decision 
General Chase arose and announced that un-
der his orders from the governor he could not 
obey the order of the court and must hold the 
men,” the Rocky Mountain News reported. “The 
amazed silence that greeted this bold defiance 
of the law and the constitution was broken by 

Strikes and 
the bullpen

John LaConte
Valley Voices
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I am focusing on the positive, the 
partnerships and the change ahead. 
At Habitat we have always been 
focused on solutions — it’s easy to de-
fine the problem without finding how 

to work to fix it. But we’re solutions 
oriented and I’m optimistic. This is 
a great community. We have a lot of 
work to do toward a future where 
everybody who wants to live here can. 
We are surrounded by people working 
to make change and I can’t wait to see 
where the future takes us — and I am 

excited to be part of it. Join me

Elyse Howard is the vice president of 
community affairs and philanthropy. 
She is always up for a conversation 
about housing, partnerships and how 
to build community. Learn more at 
HabitatVailValley.org.

the sudden sharp order: ”Attention!“ 
The soldiers in the room stood at 
attention and the butts of their rifles 
grounded heavily on the floor. In 
response to other orders they pro-
ceeded to remove the prisoners. ’You 
won’t take him’ was what Mrs. Bessie 
Parker, the wife of Sherman Parker, 
said directly after General Chase had 
ordered the move back to the bull pen. 
A militiaman sat between her and 
her husband and quietly pushed her 
away, and she fell in a dead faint on 
the floor.”

This was just one of the many 
dramatic scenes from 1903, and by 
December of that year, Peabody had 
issued a proclamation of martial law 
in Colorado, another unprecedented 
act.

The violence intensified in 1904, 
culminating with a dynamite explo-
sion at the Independence Depot train 
platform in the Cripple Creek district 
which killed 13 people.

Deportations of union members 

by Colorado National Guard General 
Sherman Bell began the next day, with 
men loaded onto a special train and 
sent to the state line south of Pueblo.

“About two hundred have been sent 
from this and near-by camps,” a Den-
ver Post correspondent based in Vic-
tor reported. “General Bell estimates 
that four thousand will be exiled 
before martial law is abolished.”

Back then, governors were elected 
every two years, which meant that the 
dispute was set to culminate with the 
November election in 1904.

Eagle County newspapers were at 
odds with each other over which can-
didates to endorse — the Eagle Coun-
ty Blade supported Peabody while the 
Eagle Valley Enterprise supported his 
Democratic challenger, Alva Adams 
(more on that in this week’s Time 
Machine, publishing in the Vail Daily 
on Monday.)

In the end, Adams won the election, 
but the Colorado legislature determined 
that election fraud had been committed 
and voted to remove him from office 
and reinstall Peabody, on the condition 
that Peabody immediately step down 

and cede the seat to his lieutenant gov-
ernor, Jesse McDonald.

But the move from the legislature 
happened on the same day that Ad-
ams had been inaugurated, so tech-
nically, he had been governor briefly 
that day before Peabody was rein-
stalled. Peabody, the second governor 
to hold office that day, then stepped 
aside and McDonald was sworn in, 
making McDonald the third person to 
hold office in one day.

While I compared it earlier to an 
unassisted triple play, that rare event 
in baseball has actually happened 15 
times in MLB history, so perhaps it’s 
not the best comparison as the 1904 
triple gubernatorial inauguration has 
only happened once in U.S. history.

A better comparison might say it’s 
the equivalent of coming back from a 
five-run deficit to clinch a World Series 
title, which has only happened once.

John LaConte is a reporter at the 
Vail Daily who authors the weekly 
Time Machine feature that runs on 
Mondays. Email him at jlaconte@
vaildaily.com
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Carpet
Area Rugs

Hardwood
Waterproof Floor

Hundreds of Choices are in stock now.

5.0It’s easy to elevate your space.
Just start with the floor, and work your way up.

Professional Installation with a
Lifetime Installation Guarantee

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

Fall in Love with your new carpet!


