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Market shows resiliency

Year-to-date real estate sales through November were up by 8.9% over 2023
as the demand for Eagle County property remains strong entering 2025. A3

County. SEE PAGE A2.
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REGION

Colorado officials say
avalanche conditions could
be ‘tricky’ as slides become
more dangerous with more
snowfall. SEE PAGE A4.

CRIME

Apple AirTags helped police
track down stash of bikes sto-
len from throughout Colorado
Rocky Mountains and Eagle
County. SEE PAGE A8.

STATE

How Colorado’s new cage-
free law might impact egg
prices and supply.

SEE PAGE A10.

WEATHER
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CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY Vail Mountain School
The 10th Mountain Division Legacy Parade takes place as snow falls heavily Friday in Vail. The parade pays homage to the 10th Mountain Division Cloudy
soldiers that helped found Vail in the 1960s. High 32; Low 26 — Weather B8
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MEADOW RIDGE F5 | BEAVER CREEK

Panoramic Backdrop of Beaver Creek Slopes W; TEAM
3-bed + Den | 3.5-bath | 2,070 Sq.Ft 7

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810
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FUNNY

“l come from a family where gravy is considered

abeverage.”
Erma Bombeck
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A year of building
homes and hope

ecember brings mixed emotions

for me — I love that the kids are

out of school and hopefully the

snow is plentiful — but it’s a hard
time of year for so many, especially those
who don’t have a safe, stable liv-
ing situation.

This year I feel like we — as a
community and at Habitat Vail
Valley — have a lot to celebrate.
We've “Doubled Our Impact,”
building 46 homeownership
opportunities over three years.
That means we have teachers,
law enforcement officers, behav-

ioral health counselors, health Elyse Howard
Habitat for

Humanity

care and construction workers,
resort employees who can cele-
brate the holidays in a home of
their own.

Every day, like many of our partners,
we focus on community. We're excited
more people, organizations, nonprofits
and entities are talking about how to help
fix the housing crisis. Three years ago,
we sat down to imagine what could be
done if we worked together. After many
conversations, we put a plan into action
and settled in to do the work of building
strong foundations for future dreams:
to build affordable homeownership
opportunities.

Homeownership is the answer to so
many of the questions. If we want to
retain community, we need affordable
homeownership. If we want to retain a
quality workforce and have young fami-
lies build a life here, we need affordable
homeownership. Almost every Habitat
homeowner, without a Habitat home,
was very close to leaving the Eagle River
Valley. They never gave up hope but their
reality looked bleak. We're thrilled to be a
builder of hope and home.

Twenty-four new homeowners moved
into homes they helped build and then
purchase in 2024. In total, since 2022,
46 families are home. I am proud that

we made an $18 million-plus investment
in the affordable housing infrastruc-
ture in our community. We were able to
leverage our grants, donations and other
income into something greater for our
community.

We didn’t do it alone. While
we were working to double our
impact, our legislators were
developing policies to increase
housing supply in Colorado
homeownership. Funding often
follows policy and great policy
gains were made in our state
over the past few years. Much
legislation has passed that has
had an impact on more urban
areas of the state and we're
working to increase funding in
the critical rural areas like Eagle County.

Recently we were part of the Rural
Housing Summit — an example of col-
laboration at work where we brought
together legislators, community members
and policy experts to start the conversa-
tion around what will help our rural areas
retain community, knowing it’s different
for each area.

All this says to us that while we know
there is a need for affordable housing, so
do leaders across the nation. Generous
support came from you — our partners
in the community. We are so grateful
for the community support, the neigh-
bors supporting each other and the new
homeowners who are building a stronger
community.

I hope you have a holiday season where
you share laughter and love with your
people. We're ready for a robust 2025
and invite you to join us as we celebrate
homeownership.

Elyse Howard is the vice president of
philanthropy and community affairs

at Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.
Learn more about Habitat and how to get
involved.

COLUMN

Like a

candle in
the wind

kiing with torches was once quite the
fad.
There was torchlight ski racing,

torchlight ski ballet, and what I'm
certain would have been a favorite event if it
was still around today — torchlight ski jump-
ing, where ski jumpers hit massive jumps at
night, taking flight while holding an Olym-
pic-style flame, which only burned brighter
as the wind blasted it in mid-air.

But while none of those ski-torch events
managed to catch on in the United States,
there was one that would stand the test of
time: the torchlight ski
parade.

The first document-
ed ski torch parade to
receive a write-up in the
U.S. was an event at Nor-
way’s annual Holmenkol-
len SKki Festival in 1903,
which was covered by the
Minneapolis Journal.

“To see these proces-
sions come like an illu-
minated serpent winding
down the hillside through
the winterly dressed forest of firs was a sight
never to be forgotten,” the Journal reported.
“It was like a scene from the Arabian Nights
fairy tales ... even an undertaker or pawn-bro-
ker would grow romantic at such sights.”

The first torchlight ski event documented
in Colorado occurred in 1938 in Aspen and
was brought to town by visiting German ski
teams.

“As the course is visible from all parts of
Aspen, practically everyone in the city saw
the brilliant display and were amazed at the
skill and dexterity with which the German
boys executed the various formations and
drills while coming down the steep slopes,”
the Aspen Times reported.

Motion pictures of the torchlight ski pa-
rade down Aspen’s Roch Run were taken by
Universal Newsreel cameramen to be shown
throughout the nation. That event occurred
in April, and the Holmenkollen Ski Festi-
val was a February-March event, but before
long torchlight ski events started becoming a
staple of Winter Solstice, Christmas and New
Year’s Eve celebrations in December.

Oddly, though, torchlight ski parades
haven’t been limited to winter holidays in
America. A torchlight ski parade was once a
hallmark event of an annual Fourth of July
celebration in the famed Tuckerman’s Ravine
backcountry on Mt. Washington in New
Hampshire but was canceled in 1953 as peo-
ple realized that despite the ample snowpack,
there might be a little too much fire danger at
that time of year to be skiing down the slope
with the type of flame that’s purpose-built to
be nearly unextinguishable.

In Eagle County, the first torchlight ski
parades weren't held on Vail Mountain,
despite what you might assume. It was ac-
tually the long-defunct Meadow Mountain
ski area that held that distinction, gathering
the community together for a Christmas
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Eve torchlight parade each year starting in
1966. Anyone was welcome to join in, as
long as they were an advanced skier, and
free spaghetti was given to all participants
at Meadow Mountain’s restaurant, the
Rathskeller, following the performance.

A few years later, in the 1968-69 sea-
son, the Vail Ski School started putting on
a torchlight parade of its own on Golden
Peak. The first year, it was held on Christ-
mas Eve, but in 1970, the event was moved
to New Year’s Eve, where it has remained
ever since. This year’s event is scheduled to
begin at 6:15 p.m.

The Christmas-New Year’s holiday week
often attracts mega-celebrities and public
figures to Vail (more on that in next week’s
Time Machine, our “this week in local
history column, publishing on Monday),
but, interestingly, they don’t seem to be as
drawn to the big events like torchlight ski
downs.

Seeing the slopes glowing with move-
ment seems to capture the awe and
imagination of regular folk, who visit the
mountains to see something larger than
life, while the world’s most important peo-
ple just want to live like the locals for a few
days while they’re here.

Gerald Ford often came to Vail to ski, but
it wasn’t until he was the president of the
United States that he took it upon himself to
learn something considered pretty basic by
locals — avoiding the snowplow-style turn.

In 1974, amid scores of reporters and
secret service agents, Ford made an

Carpet
Area Rugs

admission from Ski Patrol Headquarters at
the top of Chair 4.

”I never learned to ski parallel until I
took instruction out here from the Vail Ski
School,“ he said, adding that ski instructor
Dennis Hoeger and others had gotten him
away from “the 30-year aerobird tech-
niques,” whatever that means.

Ford was given a Vail Parallel Pin in rec-
ognition of the progression he had made in
his skiing.

While a sitting U.S. president would
seem to be the most distinguished guest
Vail could host over the holidays, that may
have been outdone 20 years later when
one of the most recognizable people on the
planet visited Vail for New Year’s — Prin-
cess Diana.

The Vail Trail lived up to its name in at-
tempting to track her movements, following
a trail of local sightings. And, according to
the paper’s coverage, it sounds like The Peo-
ple’s Princess may have outdone Ford in her
ordinary-person approach to her vacation.

While crowds gathered at the base of
Golden Peak to see “an illuminated serpent
winding down the hillside through the
winterly dressed forest of firs,“ to borrow
the Minneapolis Journal’s description of a
torchlight ski parade, "One burger flipper
at Wendy's revealed that Di hit the drive-
through,” the Trail reported, “and headed
toward Forest Road with a No. 2 Combo
with everything on it.”

John LaConte is a reporter at the Vail Daily
who authors the weekly Time Machine
Jfeature that runs on Mondays. Email him
at jlaconte@vaildaily.com

Do you need waterproof floors?
Hundreds of Choices are in stock now.

Hardwood
Waterproof Floor

It’s easy to elevate your space.
Just start with the floor, and work your way up.

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 28TH, 29TH & 30TH
FROM 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

352 CRESTA ROAD

This exceptional 5 bedroom, 6 bathroom residence offers
unparalleled ski-in/ski-out access, placing you just steps from
world-class slopes. Located in Arrowhead, this home features a
state-of-the-art kitchen, an open-concept living area with soaring
ceilings, and expansive windows framing stunning mountain vistas.
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Professional Installation with a
Lifetime Installation Guarantee
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