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Season’s greetings at Vail

Vail Mountain kicks off the season with 130 acres of terrain accessible from Chair 4
and Chair 2, along with a beginner area atop the Eagle Bahn Gondola. A4
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Gondola One spins while final touches are worked on before Opening Day on Thursday in Vail. The resort opens today with 130 acres of terrain.
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Biden heads to international
summits in Peru and Brazil.
FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A22.

7@ ) 4 STUNNING NEW LAKE CREEK HOME

~ Sl 125 ROLLING HILLS DR
=2y Edwards
8-bed | 10-bath
4 9,610 sq ft | 3.06 acres
. = $13,500,000
__ Designer Furnished

" LEARN MORE —

REAL ESTATE
BROKER IN THE

2023 SALES VOLUME’

*VBR MLS 1.1.23-12.31.23
**Company Closing Software

VAIL VALLEY 2023

& #1 SLIFER SMITH &
FRAMPTON BROKER

Vail locals are recognized
by the Colorado Restaurant
Association with hospital-
ity awards. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL

22-hour weekend water
outage in Avon caused by
contractor hitting water main.
FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A3.

LOCAL

Town of Eagle unveils new
solar array at wastewater
plant. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A5.
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Vail's Opening Day, ski movie
at Riverwalk Theater, silent
disco, a pub crawl for charity
and more this weekend.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A16.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Olympic champion Lindsey
Vonn ends retirement for
World Cup comeback.

FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A24.

CATHERINE JONES COBURN

970.390.1706
CJones@Slifer.net
VisitTheVailValley.com
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We need safe, affordable
housing more than ever

We are writing in response to a re-
cent letter, “We're in danger of losing
those who are the foundation of our
valley” We agree — it is extremely
difficult for our workforce to find a
place to live. Habitat for Humanity’s
mission is to create homeowner-
ship solutions. For almost 30 years,
we have built strong partnerships
and cultivated relationships with

organizations and people who are
trying to create a better community
for all. We must continue to work
together toward solutions.

Home prices have more than
doubled, and our community is in
jeopardy. People can’t put down
roots when they can’t afford to live
where they work. We are wrapping
up our three-year plan to Double Our
Impact — building more homes in
partnership with hardworking locals.
We continually strive to expand our

construction capacity and find other
innovative homeownership solutions
through modular and stick-built
construction and by providing 0%
financing.

People come to Habitat Vail Valley
with problems beyond housing. The
root of many problems — mental
and physical health, employment,
financial, educational outcomes — is
the lack of safe, affordable housing.
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The bottom line is the 2024-25
ski season looks promising for Eagle
County, but it’s also clear that suc-
cess requires intentionality. Our loyal
visitor demand provides an excellent
foundation, new flights to Eagle Coun-
ty Regional Airport add reasons for

optimism, yet labor challenges, infla-
tion pressures, and environmental ex-
pectations mean that local businesses
must be prepared to adjust on the fly.
This season promises to be a good
one; while we may not be setting re-
cords, we will continue to be a leader
in the mountain travel landscape and
should be optimistic for the season
ahead. Here’s to a winter that brings

our community together, supports
our local economy, and keeps Eagle
County at the forefront of unforgetta-
ble mountain experiences. Ski you on
the slopes!

Chris Romer is president & CEO of
Vail Valley Partnership, the regional
chamber of commerce. Learn more at
VailValleyPartnership.com.
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From page A6

keeper or into the shredder. Just have
to hope that anything overlooked is
not too important.

The pile gradually whittles down
and then goes into more manage-
able folders, to be stored away and,
maybe, to be looked at again at some

future date. Or maybe not.

There’s always the feeling of relief
when all the culling comes to an end.
And you can look at a somewhat or-
ganized room.

But, as the song goes, “don’t speak
too soon, for the wheel’s still in
spin.” Because, inevitably, chaos will
make its way back into the room.

As in the little office; as in the

world outside the office door.

Tom Newmann splits his time
between Edwards and Queenstown,
New Zealand. He has been going
winter-to-winter since 1986. He

was also a_journalist in Missoula,
Montana, at the Missoulian_for quite
a few years. Email him at tsnnz12@
gmail.com.

Find your new floor Today!
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Professional Installation with a
Lifetime Installation Guarantee

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

Hundreds of choices are in stock now.

Hardwood
Waterproof Floor

Carpet
Area Rugs

FLOOR&HOME®

It’s easy to elevate your space.
Just start with the floor, and work your way up.
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440 Reviews
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In response, we launched the Building
Futures program, which helps increase
self-sufficiency and access to communi-

ty resources and opportunities. Since its
inception just 18 months ago, we've helped
853 people. We, like other local nonprof-
its, want to help.

We aren’t doing this alone. We help con-
nect people with services, local agencies
and other nonprofits, giving families the
foundation to thrive.

Please stay engaged and be part of the
conversation so, together, we can help
increase housing security. Share our con-
tact information, reach out, and drop in.
Habitat is a community resource — the
bigger the network, the more relationships
we build, the better we all can lift up our
community.

Building Futures is at the Habitat ad-
ministrative office at 455 Nottingham
Ranch Road in Avon, Monday through
Wednesday; and at the Habitat ReStore at
250 Lindbergh Drive in Gypsum, Thurs-
day and Friday. visit our website or call
970-748-6718 ext. 133 or 125.

Elyse Howard, VP Community Affairs &
Philanthropy
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley

Emily Peyton, VP of Operations
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley

Thanks for the excellent care

I was the beneficiary of the excellent

care and skill provided by the Eagle River
Fire Protection District and Eagle County
Paramedic Services. I feel that we are so
extremely lucky in this valley to have these
services with such professional, skilled and
amazing people.

I was moving a piece of furniture when
I fractured two vertebrae. It was such a
welcome sight to see them come to the
door and then be helped by them. The Vail
hospital is a gem staffed by some of the
brightest and best medical workers in the
country. When my husband and I are not
here, we are in New York City where we
have an apartment.

New York has one of the best medical
systems anywhere — but I feel the qual-
ity of our services here are very special.
Our doctors, nurses, aides, etc. could live
anywhere in the country, but choose to live
here because of the quality of life in the
valley.

I thank all those who helped me that
day — really too many to name. They were
exceptional.

Hagel Murray
Edwards and New York City

WRITE A LETTER

The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that
are 300 words or less. Letters must include the
author’s name, hometown, affiliation (if any)
and phone number (for verification purposes
only). The decision to print any submission is
at the discretion of the Vail Daily editor. Send
your letter to letters@vaildaily.com

Are you concerned about a friend
or a family member?

* Are they suicidal?
* Depressed, angry, impulsive?
* Going through a relationship break-up,
legal trouble or other sethack?
= Using drugs or alcohol more often?
« Withdrawing from things they used to enjoy?
* Talking about being better off dead?
* Losing hope?
* Acting reckless?
* Feeling trapped?

Putting time and distance
between a suicidal person
and a gun helps keep them safe.

Explore options to temporarily store
guns out of the home.
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There are about 4 firearm

suicides for every 1 firearm
homicide.

il

Firearms are used in half of
all suicide deaths.

For any mental health,
substance use or
emotional concern, call
Colorado Crisis Services at
844-493-TALK (8255) or
text TALK to 32855. Leam

more at ColoradoCrisisServices.org.

COLORADO

Department of Public
Health & Environment
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Wednesday, November 27th
Celebrate Opening Day by participating as a judge in the Chocolate Chip
Cookie Competition.
Grab your official “Judging Badge” at the tent next to the rink every half
hour starting at 2:00 PM.
Then cast your vote for the best cookie.

I'riday, November 29th
Free ice skating | 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Santa Claus | 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Family Fun Zone | 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM

As evening approaches, gather around the ice rink in the heart of the village
for an enchanting live music and ice-skating spectacular at 6:00 PM followed
by fireworks.

I'riday & Saturday
Shop elevated artisan goods at Beaver Creek's Holiday Market on
Friday 11:00 PM- 6:00 PM & Saturday 11:00 PM - 5:00 PM. There's
something for the whole family with holiday gifts perfect for your loved ones.

BEAVERCREEK.COM/EVENTS




