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EVERYBODY CUT FOOTLOOSE

WEATHER 
Valeria Ruiz
Red Hill Elementary
Cloudy
High 77; Low 49 — Weather A22

LOCAL
Straight No Chaser brings 
the ‘90s back to Beaver Creek 
Friday. FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A13.

LOCAL
Replacing the West Lake 
Creek Road bridge will be 
tricky. FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A17.

LOCAL
Gypsum Daze again features 
affordable fun for locals. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A4.

COMMENTARY
Working together to create 
more housing. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A6.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
4 Vail locals give Instagram 
challenge a mountain twist. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A25.

CALENDAR
Check out all of the fun stuff 
happening in the valley and 
learn how to submit your 
event. SEE PAGE A20.

Small space, big potential
As costs continue to rise, Vail wants a competitive process for creating a 

700-square-foot studio space in Ford Park for its Artist in Residency program. A3

OUR WORLD
Prominent Democrat Schiff 
calls for Biden to drop his bid 
for reelection. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A23.

Hilary Magner, owner of Squash Blossom in Vail Village, and her partner Dawes Wilson, kick off the celebrity dances at Tuesday’s YouthPower365’s Star 
Dancing Gala inside a hangar at the Eagle County Airport. The annual fundraiser helps power youth enrichment programs throughout the valley. 

BEN ROOF/FOR THE VAIL DAILY

1060 W BEAVER CREEK BLVD, AVON
970-766-FACE (3223)

CONCERTS, GALAS, CELEBRATIONS!
Is your skin ready for Vail Valley’s summer event season?

Ask about our
DAXXIFY® Special!

Get THE PERFECT GLOW - Hydrafacial + Dermaplane +
Glowing skin with NO down time!

$300.00 save $110.00 (if purchased separately)
Call our office and schedule your appointment today!

Peel byGet THE PERFECT GLOW - Hydrafacial + Dermaplane + Peel by
Glowing skin with NO down time!

$300.00 save $110.00 (if purchased separately) Ask about our
DAXXIFY® Special!
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Commentary
COLUMN

FUNNY
”A man always has two reasons for doing any-
thing: a good reason and the real reason.”

J. P. Morgan

T
he volunteer-member Eagle County 
Housing Task Force last wrote in 
this space about its pledge to move 
beyond words about the housing 

crisis and into action by supporting the 
approvals and building of new housing. We 
want to offer up these observations with 
several housing projects moving through 
approval processes across the Eagle River 
Valley or preparing to enter the fray.

PARTNERSHIP IS KEY
Private-public partnerships are getting 

housing built. If a governmental agency 
says it prioritizes attainable housing in its 
community, its leaders need to invest skin 
in the game at the outset of the planning 
process. Both private and public parties 
must approach the process as partners. 
What does this look like? A governmental 
entity may donate land; provide tax breaks; 
contribute cash; negotiate upfront water 
tap fees, or traffic and transit improve-
ments; reconsider area median income 
ranges on restricted units; and, or stream-
line the approval process to save the project 
both time and help limit pre-development 
expense where appropriate. 

If housing guidelines support a proposed 
project, the governmental entity needs to 
approve it so it can get built sooner and 
more efficiently as time and financial sav-
ings will translate to more attainable rents 

or sales. If there is a demand from said 
governmental entity to exceed the housing 
guidelines, they need to invest. Private sec-
tor partners need to be assured that public 
agencies will be fair and trustworthy part-
ners otherwise the risk of such lower-profit 
ventures will outweigh the rewards and 
stifle future opportunities.

AN ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE APPROACH
Pursuing an increased supply across 

the housing spectrum and a wide range of 
deed-restriction types is a must. With an 
estimated 6,000 units being deemed nec-
essary to meet demand, support of a variety 
of housing types is necessary — attainable 
rental, attainable homeownership, price-
capped, appreciation-capped, resident-oc-
cupied, and even free-market if it helps 
pay for an increase in attainable housing 
beyond what’s required. Not until the sup-
ply of deed-restricted homes increases will 
rental rates come down. Figures show that 
for the past 10+ years vacancy rates across 
the county have remained below 5%.

LAND IS SCARCE
So, again, with an estimated 6,000 af-

fordable units needed, if we have a private 
developer stepping up to the plate with a 
proposed project, get to “yes” versus finding 
all the ways to say “no” or cause delays with 
too many pricey studies and too many de-
mands for pricey infrastructure for which 
no individual developer should be on the 
hook.

Working together to 
create more housing

COLUMN
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WANT TO …
Place a classified?	 970-845-9937 
classifieds@cmnm.org

Submit a news tip? 	 970-748-2929

Place an obituary?	 970-845-9937 
obituary@vaildaily.com

Submit a sports tip? 	 970-748-2934

Submit an entertainment tip? 	 970-748-2984

Submit a letter to the editor?
letters@vaildaily.com
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towntalk@vaildaily.com

Submit to Arts & Entertainment Calendar? 	
vaildaily.com/calendar
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W
hen Donald Trump takes the 
stage Thursday night and accepts 
for the third time the Republican 
Party’s nomination for president, 

he faces an opportunity and a temptation.
The temptation is to launch a full-bore 

attack on Democrats, President Biden, the 
left and the media. The opportunity is to 

use the sympathy he has 
garnered since last Sat-
urday’s assassination at-
tempt to pursue a loftier 
goal. He should choose 
the opportunity.

After Ronald Reagan 
was shot by John Hin-
kley in 1981, the presi-
dent told his wife, Nancy, 
at the hospital, “Honey, 
I forgot to duck.” That 
leaked comment imme-
diately endeared him to 

many Americans, including, I suspect, some 
who had not voted for him.

Reagan’s display of humility and his re-
fusal to condemn Hinkley astounded many, 
though it was consistent with his character. 
Two weeks after being shot, he returned to 
the White House and wrote in his diary: 
“Whatever happens now I owe my life to God 
and will try to serve him in every way I can.”

In Washington if you can fake humility you 
can fake anything, but this is where Trump 
has a chance to demonstrate a thought Cal-
vin Coolidge once expressed: “It is a great 
advantage to a President, and a major source 
of safety to the country, for him to know that 
he is not a great man.”

Americans have always appreciated stories 
about changed lives. “I once was blind, but 
now I see” is a lyric from “Amazing Grace,” 
a hymn popular even among the secular. A 
preview of what might be coming Thurs-
day was the expression on Trump’s face and 
his demeanor as he made an appearance 
Monday night inside the convention hall in 
Milwaukee. As the crowd roared, he seemed 
to be applauding them and repeatedly mur-
mured “thank you.” The gauze bandage on 
his right ear covering where he had been 
shot added further weight to the moment.

Trump should begin his speech by thank-
ing those who contributed to saving his 
life. What message does he take from being 
spared? He should tell us. What has the ex-
perience taught him about the brevity of life 
and his own mortality? He should minimize, 
or eliminate, any attacks on President Biden 
and talk optimistically about the future and 
what he plans to do if given another oppor-
tunity. He shouldn’t appear to be faking it, so 
lowering the tone of his voice and speak-
ing as if directly to one person (with his TV 
experience he knows how to do that) would 
go a long way toward changing the political 
temperature, at least temporarily.

Someone might share with him this pro-
found thought: “A soft answer turns away 

What Trump 
should say 
Thursday 

night

Cal Thomas
Tribune Content 
Agency

Kristin Kenney Williams and  
Bobby Lipnick

Valley Voices
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PARTICIPATE IN THE DIALOGUE
An updated housing needs assessment survey recent-

ly closed and the next steps are engaging various focus 
groups throughout the community. Habitat for Humanity 
Vail Valley will work with Economic & Planning Solutions 
to ensure all community voices are heard, so please join the 
dialogue and weigh in on the housing types you are looking 
for to stay in the valley. 

LOOKS ARE IMPORTANT
Good design is imperative to assure all community 

residents a rich and equitable quality of life. We know it’s 
tough to make an affordable housing project pencil, but 
programming, planning, and architecture need to be pri-
oritized by our valley’s regulatory agencies through density 
and financial incentives. The use of renderings that offer 
realistic images to demonstrate compatibility and context 
with its immediate and regional surroundings may help 
lessen time in the entitlement process.

BE A YIMBY
Before jumping on the bandwagon and shouting the 

refrain, “We support housing, just not here ...” get the facts 
from the developers themselves and from the jurisdictional 
staff experts who are painstakingly reviewing these proj-
ects. Weigh in and give these new projects and redevel-
oped attainable neighborhoods a chance with suggested 
modifications.

We need to retain a community with forever homes for 
our educators, our emergency service providers, and our 
hospitality and health care workers. We can do this by 
coming together, participating together, with a commit-
ment to get to “yes.”

Kristin Kenney Williams and Bobby Lipnick are volunteer 
members of the Eagle County Housing Task Force.
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OPEN HOUSE TODAY
FURNISHEDMODELS AVAILABLE TO PREVIEW

SKI SHUTTLES | POOL | WATERSLIDE | HOT TUBS | FITNESS CENTER
SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT SUITES

970.445.4615
FrontgateAvon.com

This does not constitute an offer to sell nor the solicitation of an offer to purchase made in any jurisdiction nor made to residents of any jurisdiction, including New York, where registration is required. The Project is under
development and is not yet complete. The depictions and design of the Project as shown are based on current development plans. Development plans and all improvements, features, land uses, amenities, floor plans,
specifications, furnishings, trim, and other information shown here or in any renderings, illustrations, photos, simulated views, graphic images, maps, or other visual depictions are illustrative only and may be
changed without notice. No guarantees are made that the Project will be constructed, or if constructed, that the Project will be built, used, operated, or sold in conformance with this information. All rights reserved.

ONE-OF-A-KIND
AMENITIES

Come see the Vail Valley’s newest luxury community, located at
38460 US Hwy-6, Avon, or call to set up a private showing.

MASTERFULLY DESIGNED TO MAXIMIZE
EVERY MOMENT YOU SHARE TOGETHER

With Frontgate | Avon’s impressive selection of new residences, you don’t have to compromise
on your dream mountain home. These masterfully designed, new, modern mountain residences
pair timeless, alpine-inspired style with upscale touches and statement-worthy accents that

amplify the quality of the time you spend here together.

2- to 5-Bedroom Condos & 4-Bedroom Townhomes
starting from $1,975,000

(970) 476-7676
theredlion.com

THURSDAYTHURSDAY
SPECIALSPECIAL
$15.99$15.99

GRILLED TROUTGRILLED TROUT
WITH VEGGIESWITH VEGGIES

11AM-4PM11AM-4PM

ITALIANITALIAN CHICKEN WRAPCHICKEN WRAP
CHICKENCHICKEN SALAD WRAPSALAD WRAP

All Day!All Day!

Johnny Schleper
7-11pm

LIVELIVE MUSICMUSIC

DAILY SPECIALDAILY SPECIAL

Services for Connor Serba will be held Friday, July 19, 
2024, at St Patricks Parish, Minturn, CO 81645. Rosary 
to begin at 10:00 with Funeral Mass at 10:30. Military 
honors to be following the church service at Sunset View 
cemetery, 6th and Howard, Eagle, CO  81631.

Connor A. Serba
June 27, 1993 - July 4, 2024

In Memory...


