Nothing Compares.

362 Pine Marten Way, Cordillera
Offered at $7,250,000
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970.471.1223
bgardner@livsothebysrealty.com
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Popping up everywhere

Are there more ground squirrels this year? Anecdotal evidence suggests so, but there
are lots of unknowns when it comes to the valley’s burrowing population. A2

LOCAL

Setting up Eagle County’s
new regional transit author-
ity requires a lot more than
handing over keys to buses.
FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A3.

REGION

Kroger, Albertsons agree

to pause merger impacting
Western Slope grocery stores
while lawsuits proceed.

FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A4.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

US men’s soccer team knows

its Olympic future is likely on

the line against New Zealand.
FOR THE FULL STORY,

SEE PAGE A29.

WEATHER

Luis Miller

Homestead Camp

Cloudy

High 77; Low 47 — Weather B12
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CRYSTAL JAY SEATVET/FOR THE VAIL DAILY
A young spectator watches calf roping from the rail of the arena on Friday night at the Eagle County Fair & Rodeo. The annual event wraps up tonight.

COLORADO
REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE TODAY « SATURDAY, JULY 27™
2-5PM

28 CASTLE PEAK LANE | HOMESTEAD

4-bed | 3-bath | 2,926 Sq.Ft.
Conveniently Located Single-Family in Desirable Neighborhood

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810

THE BEAVER CREEK
Ward
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FUNNY

” | am not a member of any organized political

party. | am a Democrat.”
Will Rogers
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You deserved better, Joe

ature is cruel and politics crueler.
You certainly earned the right, Joe
Biden, to run again and defend
your record as president.

It wasn’t your job performance as pres-
ident that hurt you. It was nature’s cruel
timetable for physical and cognitive decline
that dealt the first blow. It was the plastic,
cosmetic, nature of politics that values style
over substance that delivered the fatal blow.
You were crucified for how you performed in
a 90-minute debate. It left a dark cloud over
all you achieved in 3 1/2 years in office.

Cameras don't lie like politicians
do. Seeing is believing. Voters
don’t vote with their heads, they
vote with their eyes. What they
saw, Joe, in that disastrous 90
minutes was a man who looked
like he badly needed elder care.
Blank stares, mumbled speech,
confused responses, aren’t
presidential.

Seeing you on that stage look-
ing like a shadow of your former
robust self reminded me of how
sad it has been to witness Tiger
Woods’ dramatic decline. He no longer re-
sembles the great golfer he once was as you
no longer resemble the man who success-
fully guided the country through the worst
pandemic in its history and despite rising
inflation managed to avoid the pain and suf-
fering of an economic recession.

Your former opponent was in command of
every word he uttered. He had a much easier
task than you in preparing for the debate.
You had to memorize facts and he didn’t.
Lying doesn’t require memorization. Your
debate prep consisted of working with ad-
visors who readied you for tough questions
about domestic policies and foreign affairs.
He looked like he prepped with comedians
who helped him hone his arsenal of insults.
If Don Rickles was still alive he’d have been
his insult czar.

Sadly, in our perverted politics, he came
out the winner because your performance as
a rapidly declining octogenarian was visibly
worse than his performance as a compul-
sive liar. Election night was a little more
than four months away and your support
crumbled among pundits, donors, Holly-
wood celebrities and rank and file members

Jay Wissot
Jaywalking

of Congress who saw your presence on the
ticket as the death knell to their chances of
being re-elected.

They wanted you to step down, and for
your sake, Joe, I'm glad you did. You had so
much to lose and far less to gain by staying
in the race.

Had you lost in November, your party
would have never forgiven you. You would
have been treated as a pariah, scorned as
the man who let your former opponent get
a second chance at using a wrecking ball to
dismantle democracy. Political parties don’t
look kindly on politicians who lose
national elections.

You wouldn’t have been shown
the reverence that is lavished upon
former presidents Barack Obama
and Bill Clinton. Your status
would have been closer to Hillary
Clinton’s — who still hasn’t been
forgiven for committing political
malpractice in failing to show up
in Wisconsin and Michigan during
the waning months of the 2016
campaign.

You also risked leaving a last-
ing stain on what has been a remarkable
political career. Your 52 years in politics as
a senator, vice president and president is a
noteworthy achievement. Only five other
men in our country’s history have held all
three of those offices.

Historians think your presidency has been
a shining success. You're listed as our 14th-
best president in the most recent evaluation
by an independent group of 154 histori-
ans and presidential experts. Your former
opponent is dead last behind even Andrew
Johnson who was only impeached once.

You are now seen as a selfless hero who
put country and party above his ambitions.
When you campaign for Vice President
Kamala Harris in the fall you can approach
it like a victory lap, an opportunity to receive
unequivocal credit for returning cooperation
and collaboration to the governing process
in stark contrast to your predecessor who
excelled at chaos and confusion.

Finish out your term in office, Joe, and en-
joy whatever years the good lord has chosen
to grant you. Rejoice in the fact that you are
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The believers

who helped
build
Adam’s Way

very project Habitat for Humanity Vail
Valley builds holds a place in my heart.
Watching strangers come together to
build neighborhoods and community is
so inspiring. Building a home provides a solid
foundation and strengthens our community.
The development at Adam’s Way is possible
because of the believers, the dreamers and the
partners. Eagle County School District donated
this land, and 12 of the 16 new homeowners
work in the school district. Eagle County and
the state each contributed significant funding,.
This development is all electric and we
received a Community Energy Systems grant
from Holy Cross Electric
as well as technical sup-
port. The town of Eagle
facilitated a grant to fund
infrastructure. We're be-
yond grateful for the sup-
port and for the organiza-
tions who see the value in
" building community with
d L% Habitat Vail Valley.

Emily Peyton Adam’s Way in Eagle
Habitat for has been a labor of love.
Humanity This project, through

hard work, perseverance

and partnerships, is a re-
ality. It was a bit more than a year ago that we
broke ground on these 16 homes. At that time,
I was overwhelmed with emotion, excitement
and gratitude. This month, as the homeowners
who dreamed, worked and built their homes
will move in and we gear up to host a home
dedication in August, I am no less awed.

It is truly an honor to be part of this devel-
opment — Habitat’s pilot modular project. It’s
surreal to see this project go from an idea to a
vision to a reality. It’s a privilege to get to work
with each and every partner, volunteer, family,
homeowner and contractor.

Each of the supporters on this project are the
believers.

Believers who give their passion, time and
know-how to helping others.

Believers who know that no matter how big
the problem, a small group of people can work
together to create positive change.

Believers who know that we're all in this life
together and collectively we are stronger — we
are better.

I'm grateful for everyone who is a believer,
helping make this project come to life.

There is one believer who is no longer with
us but was an integral part of our Habitat
family from the very beginning. He very much
continues to be a guiding light and force in this
community — Adam Palmer. And if you ask
Habitat human resource director, Kalie Palm-
er, she'd probably say he was a little bit too
much of a believer and dreamer, which could
cause him to get into a little mischief.

We should all probably live our lives a little
more Adam’s way. If we do, the world will con-
tinue to be a better place because of him.

For this reason, we have named the drive off
of Third Street in Eagle “Adam’s Way Road”
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this country’s best one-term president. The
other recent one-term presidents — Taft,
Hoover, Carter, George H. Bush and Trump
— didn’t accomplish what you did in getting
more significant legislation like the Infra-
structure, Investment and Jobs Act and the
CHIPS and Science Act passed on a bipar-
tisan basis than any president since Lyndon
Baines Johnson.

You were committed to causes that ben-
efitted the country. Your former opponent
was addicted to adulation that only benefit-
ted him. He tarnished America’s image on
the global stage by cozying up to dictators
like Vladimir Putin and Viktor Orban while
snubbing the NATO alliance that had held
firm against totalitarianism since the end of

World War II. You restored that image and
helped remind everyone that we are because
of our economic prowess, military might
and system of governance, the world’s only
democratic superpower.

If there was a “character counts club”
for former presidents you would be a slam
dunk, sure-fire, first-ballot inductee. Like
presidents Eisenhower, Ford, Carter, Reagan
and Obama you are a decent man. Whatev-
er else is said about your predecessor and
possible successor in the White House, the
word decent will never be used to describe
him.

Nature is cruel and politics crueler. You
deserved better, Joe. It’s a damned shame
you didn’t get it.

Jay Wissot is a resident of Denver and Vail.
Email him at jayhwissot @mac.com.
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in honor of Adam and the legacy he left and
continues to leave on this community. We're
all better because of Adam.

If you're going to do anything big, you must
believe it can happen. Well, we did it, and
Adam, this one is for you. And were not done
yet. Let’s keep believing and dreaming big,.

We are always ready to welcome more
believers to the Habitat family. We invite
any of you who want to make a difference
— who believe, dream and build — to learn
more about Habitat Vail Valley by joining us
at the Home Dedication Thursday, Aug. 15
at 4 p.m.

You will witness lives transformed. You will
see teachers, tradespeople, resort workers
— essential employees — who were on the
verge of moving away, giving up their jobs
and giving up on their dreams instead stay
and thrive here at home. These people helped
build their homes; they help build communi-
ty; they add to the vibrancy of this communi-
ty. They are now able to stay in Eagle County
because of these homes.

Emily Peyton is Habitat for Humanity

Vail Valley's director of special projects.

She is the project manager for the Adam’s
Way development and has been integral in
bringing this pilot project to fruition. To learn
more, go to HabitatVailValley.org.
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261 BLACK BEAR DRIVE | COTTON RANCH
5BD | 4.5 BA | 5,890 SF | Offered for $1,695,000

Includes 1-bed + den and mother-in-law apartment with separate entry, sits
on a sizeable corner lot just 2 blocks from the golf course. Primary bedroom
on the main level, two fireplaces, and fenced-in back yard.

RICK PIROG | Broker Associate
281 Bridge Street Office, Vail, CO 81657
970.390.0608 | rpirog@slifer.net
RickPirog.com
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Carpet
Area Rugs

Find your new floor Today!

We can install new floors right away. Hundreds of choices are in stock now.

It’s easy to elevate your space.
Just start with the floor, and work your way up.

Hardwood
Waterproof Floor

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

FLOOR&HOME"

5.0

405 Reviews




