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HANG WITH THE HERD

WEATHER 
Ava Liles
Homestead Camp
Cloudy
High 69; Low 46 — Weather A20

LOCAL & REGION
Summit County’s Tom Miller 
creates exciting epic in 
‘Snowboarding’s Last Stand.” 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL
Officials share more infor-
mation about fatal crash on 
Interstate 70 in Avon. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A8.

LOCAL
Grammy Award-winning con-
ductor Jeff Tyzik celebrates 30 
years at Bravo! Vail.  
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A14.

TIME MACHINE
50 years ago, Roger’s Run 
namesake dies in ski-gliding 
accident. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A4.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Rockies’ defense delivers in 
14-inning win over White Sox. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A22.

CALENDAR
Check out all of the fun stuff 
happening in the valley and 
learn how to submit your 
event. SEE PAGE A18.

Close competition ahead
Report shows how Western Slope districts might vote as 

candidates gear up for election season. A3

OUR WORLD
French voters propel far-right 
National Rally to strong lead 
in first-round legislative elec-
tions. FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A21.

Elk, young and old, hang out last week in Edwards.
JILL MCNAMARA/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Vail Valley’s Newest

Three & Four Bedrooms Starting at $3.495M

TheKestrelAvon.com



A
s the noise of earth movers whirred 
in the background, 16 new home-
owners, partners, volunteers and 
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley 

celebrated the groundbreaking of 16 homes 
in Gypsum’s Stratton Flats neighborhood.

“We’re celebrating breaking ground on 
16 homes in 2024 — the most we’ve ever 
done. It marks the end of our strategic plan, 
celebrating the completion of 46 homes. It’s 
a wonderful accomplishment to highlight 
and I want to thank all of you for your part 
in that. There are so many partners who 
made this happen,” John Welaj, Habitat Vail 
Valley’s executive director said to the crowd 
of nearly 75.

As the price of homes continues to spiral, 
more longtime locals are being forced to re-
locate or live in dire situations. Nancy, a new 
homeowner with three children, has lived in 
Eagle County since she was five. When her 
rental was sold, she moved in with her par-
ents. The family of four shares one bedroom 
— far from ideal but they are in a loving 
environment.

“I always wondered and feared about my 
housing situation, especially during COVID 
when things really became difficult for us. 
My family and I lost our home and all I could 
think of was what would happen if we had to 
move,” Nancy said. “Moving is not easy, you 
have to leave behind friends, family, amazing 
jobs and an amazing community. I no longer 
have to fear any of these things. I am forever 
grateful to Habitat for Humanity.”

Home is everything. Those who have one 
know it, those who don’t spend an inordi-
nate amount of time worrying about their 
living situation. Now more than ever we 
need affordable homeownership oppor-
tunities. In 2012, 838 homes sold for less 
than $500,000; by 2023 there were only 
40 — eight of which were Habitat homes. 
For a family earning 80% of the area median 
income, $500,000 is still out of reach. With 
our partners, Habitat Vail Valley is a lifeline 
to building community and ensuring locals 
like Enrique, with his wife and two children, 
can thrive here at home.

Habitat Vail 
Valley celebrates 
16 new homes

Heather Hower
Valley Voices

T
his is the third column in a series 
about how we embrace, live and 
share our life stories. Each of us 
is a living story, that ebbs and 

flows with every breath we take and every 
choice we make. Our lives are filled with 
moments of joy, pain, triumph and defeat, 
woven together to form the unique life 
story we are experiencing. 

Our faith journey, whatever 
that means to each of us as indi-
viduals, has played a role in our 
story, is currently continuing to 
shape our story, and will abso-
lutely play a role in our future 
story.

Again, the most powerful sto-
ry we will ever tell is the one we 
tell ourselves. We all experience 
thousands of thoughts every day. 
Those thoughts either quickly go 
away, become a deeper thought 
for another time, or result in us taking 
action based on what we are current-
ly thinking about. So why not make the 
most of these special opportunities and 
moments that further define us and our 
story?

Last week we discussed how each mis-
take, wrong turn, or failure shapes our 
story. We can choose to let them break 
us or we can choose to let them make us, 
and that choice is ours. As you contin-
ue reading, I will share something about 
my faith and the role it plays in my own 
story. And wherever you are in your own 
faith journey, and wherever your faith is 
today, I hope you will lean into that faith 
to continue to shape how you live and tell 
your story.

So how do we ensure that our story is 
seen and heard by others? How do we in-
spire others to tell our story? The answer 

lies in authenticity and vulnerability. 
When we are genuine and transparent, 
we invite others into our story. We create 
connections that transcend superficial 
interactions, allowing others to see the 
depth of our experiences and the reality of 
our faith.

We need to trust that the truth of our 
story will resonate with those 
who need to hear it. When we 
share our story in this way, we 
offer a glimpse of the divine nar-
rative that is at work in our lives.

In the end, the story we tell 
ourselves is the foundation of the 
story we live. It is a story that 
shapes our identity and guides 
our actions. For me, it is about 
aligning my story with the story 
of the Gospel, which is how I find 
a deeper sense of purpose and 
meaning. I become part of a sto-

ry that is greater than myself, a story that 
is eternal and unchanging.

You see, our story does not exist in iso-
lation. It is part of a greater storyline, one 
that connects us with others and with the 
divine. The greatest story ever told, the 
Good News of the Gospel, is the ultimate 
narrative of love, sacrifice and redemp-
tion. It is a story that transcends time and 
culture, offering hope and salvation to all 
who believe.

The Gospel is not just a story to be told; 
it is a story to be lived. When we live our 
lives in alignment with the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, we embody the message of 
the Gospel. Our actions become a testimo-
ny to the transformative power of God’s 
love and grace. We become living epistles, 
read by all who encounter us.

Embracing our faith
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”Great thoughts come from the heart.”

Luc de Clapiers
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Michael Norton
Winning Words

By the end of 2024, Habitat Vail Valley will 
have built 46 homeownership opportu-
nities, with plans to do even more in the 
coming years. 
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“Today is a very important day for 
my family and for each of us, a day 
where we begin the construction of 
our home,” Enrique said. “Thank you, 
Habitat, for making this dream come 
true. For my family to own a house 
was just a dream, something that we 
saw as very distant and impossible. 

Now, as a father, I have the peace of 
mind and security of knowing that 
my daughters will have a safe place 
where they can grow and live without 
fear of being evicted, enjoying their 
own space, having the satisfaction of 
paying a mortgage and knowing that 
it is our home.”

Pastor Dan Matney captured the 
spirit of the day, the work President 
Jimmy Carter launched and what 

Habitat Vail Valley does to this day.
“He (Carter) set a tremendous 

example for community service and 
goodwill toward all people,” Matney 
said. “I pray that this may be a com-
munity of kindness and friendship 
where the neighbors look out for each 
other and, where love is the corner-
stone of every interaction. Oh, I’m in 
awe of what Habitat does. I’m just in 
awe.”

WRITE A LETTER
The Vail Daily accepts letters to the 
editor that are 300 words or less. 
Letters must include the author’s 

name, hometown, affiliation (if any) 
and phone number (for verification 
purposes only). The decision to print 

any submission is at the discretion of 
the Vail Daily editor. Send your letter 
to letters@vaildaily.com

WRITE A COLUMN
What’s on your mind? Share your insights 
with the rest of the community. What’s 
going well, not so well? Send your 

submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.
com. By submitting a column, you are 
granting permission for the Daily to 

publish it on the paper’s website. Email 
Nate Peterson at npeterson@vaildaily.
com for more information.

Living our story in the light of 
the Gospel means loving others as 
Christ loves us. It means showing 
compassion, extending grace, and 
seeking justice. It means being a 
light in the darkness, offering hope 
to the hopeless and comfort to 
the afflicted. When we live in this 
way, our story becomes a powerful 

witness to the reality of God’s 
kingdom.

So, let us live our story with in-
tention and courage. Let us tell our 
story with authenticity and vulnera-
bility. And let us remember that the 
greatest story we will ever be a part 
of is the story of God’s redeeming 
love, the story of the Gospel. I would 
love to hear your life story at goto-
norton@gmail.com and when we live 
and tell this story, we become living 

testimonies to the power of God’s 
grace, inspiring others to embrace 
and share their own stories of faith 
and redemption.

Michael Norton is an author, a 
personal and professional coach, 
consultant, trainer, encourager, 
and motivator of individuals 
and businesses, working with 
organizations and associations 
across multiple industries.

COMMENTARY

HOWER
From page A6

NORTON
From page A6
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(970) 476-7676
theredlion.com
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GOOD TIMESGOOD TIMES

Welcome
Tarrah Suman, R.N.
to Uplift with Polly

Tarrah joins Polly Hastie, Nurse
Practitioner, and the team
at Advanced Aesthetics and
Laser Center as a injectables
specialist and skin care expert
with services that include:
• Sculptra
• Dermal Fillers
• Botox
• Dysport
• Daxxify & more

Advanced Aesthetics and Laser Center
Located at The Corner of Edwards,
Ste. 220 (Above Hovey & Harrison)

Scan QR Code
to Book Your
Appointment Today!

75 South Frontage Road
Vail, Colorado 81657
970.479.2115 | vail.gov

facebook.com/townofvail
See a livestreamwhen Vail Town Council meetings are in session

vail.gov/agendas
Find the afternoon and evening agendas and start times

publicinput.vailtowncouncil@vail.gov
Email public input before noon on the day of themeeting

vail.gov/vailmail
Sign up for Council Highlights, a recap e-mail of themeetings

VAIL TOWN COUNCIL
MEETS TOMORROW

Please note that due to repairs at the Vail Municipal Complex,
Vail Town Council meetings will generally take place in the

Grand View Room at the Lionshead Parking StructureMay 16 until mid-August.


