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Salvation
Army needs
a home

The local chapter has made miracles
happen for a lot of locals, but now
it needs some help of its own after

learning last week that it has to
move by Oct. 11. A3

LOCAL

After 8 years leading the Vail
Daily, Mark Wurzer is signing off
as publisher at the end of the
year. SEE PAGE A4.

FLYOVER STATE

REGION

Colorado proposes new moun-
tain lion management strategy
as public interest in the species

WEATHER peaks. FOR THE FULL STORY,
Cannon Doty SEE PAGE A5.

Stone Creek Charter School

Sunny

High 63; Low 35 — Weather A16 LOCAL

8 families receive keys to new
homes at Habitat for Humanity
dedication in Gypsum. FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A9.

LOCAL
0Old growth, new management: OUR WORLD
Last day to comment on Forest Hezbollah hit by a wave of
RICK SPITZER/COURTESY PHOTO Service proposal is Friday. exploding pagers and blames
A red-tailed hawk flies over last month in Eagle County. They are also referred to as Harlan's hawks. SEE PAGE A2. Israel. SEE PAGE A17.
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Habitat for Humanity dedicates 8 homes in Gypsum

Community picnic

in Stratton Flats
neighborhood brings
neighbors, community
partners together

Vail Daily staff report
newsroom@vaildaily.com

It was a rainy cold day one year
ago when Maria “Lula” tearful-
ly explained how a home would
change everything for her family.
As she got the keys to her new
home at Habitat for Humanity
Vail Valley’s home dedication
on Thursday, Sept. 12, in the
Stratton Flats neighborhood in
Gypsum, she shared, “It has been
the 12 most exciting months of
my life.”

“We got into building, plant-
ing, painting, measuring five
times and cutting once, or twice,”
she added. “Home maintenance
classes and HOA orientations ...
the day to move finally got here.
We did it all by the hand of the
amazing Habitat team. We would
not be standing here today with-
out you, Habitat people. Some of
us wouldn’t know what housing
would look like next year or next
month if it wasn’t for all of you.
Thanks to you, these kids, these
families can look forward to not
just celebrations or gatherings,
but to a sense of belonging in our
community, job security, financial
stability and emotional strength.”

When all the pieces of a com-
munity work together — busi-
nesses, nonprofits, volunteer and
new homeowners — families
thrive. That message was loud
and clear at Thursday’s home
dedication when eight families
received the keys to their homes.

One of Habitat’s longtime
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Gypsum Mayor Steve Carver hands a key to Irene Chavez for her new
home in the Stratton Flats neighborhood during a dedication ceremo-
ny on Thursday, Sept. 12, in Gypsum.

partners is The Gallegos Corpo-
ration. Dan White, Gallegos’ chief
financial officer, handed over the
ceremonial key, saying, “We're
only one piece is this puzzle.”
Gypsum Mayor Steve Carver
concurred, sharing the town of
Gypsum is proud to be a partner
with Habitat and will continue to
be one for the future.

Vail Resorts has been helping
build Habitat homes — through
grants, donations, sponsorship
and volunteerism — for more
than a decade. This communi-
ty spirit was felt throughout the
week as more than a hundred

employees from Vail and Beaver
Creek Mountains gave their time
and skills to the job site.

“Our partnership with Habi-
tat for Humanity Vail Valley is
incredibly important. The Annual
Gary Shimanowitz Memorial
Build Week is about more than
just construction, it’s about
coming together as a community
to build hope and opportuni-
ty,” said Bobby Murphy, CEO of
Beaver Creek Mountain. “Seeing
the camaraderie and dedication
from our Beaver Creek and Vail
Mountain teams during this week
is inspiring, and I'm proud to be
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The eight new homeowners in Gypsum’s Stratton Flats neighborhood
pose in front of one of the new Habitat for Humanity homes at a dedi-
cation ceremony on Thursday, Sept. 12, in Gypsum.
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Maria "Lula" Esparza peeks out of the door at her new home in the
Stratton Flats neighborhood in Gypsum.

part of this effort to create stable,
affordable homes right here in our
community.”

There was a community picnic
after the home dedication where
kids of all ages biked, walked,
danced down the street while
mothers, fathers, grandmothers,
aunts and uncles sat on front
porches talking and laughing. As
these new neighbors and friends

enjoyed the waning daylight, it
was clear that community is built
one home at a time.

Applications for Habitat Vail
Valley homes are open until Mon-
day, Sept. 30. If you, or someone
you know, is struggling to find
permanent affordable housing,
please visit HabitatVailValley.org
or email familyservices @habitat-
vailvalley.org.
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