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OBSCURED BY CLOUDS

WEATHER 
Ayrae Selvy
Homestead Camp
Sunny
High 58; Low 35 — Weather A19

LOCAL
Big changes for Eagle 
County’s open space regula-
tions.  SEE PAGE A5.

COMMENTARY
We won’t forget what hap-
pened 101 years ago. SEE 
PAGE A6.

OUR WORLD
Election deniers moving 
closer to GOP main-
stream, report shows. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A20.

LOCAL
Ski museum to host Lou 
Dawson, the mountain-
eer who retraced Trooper 
Traverse from Leadville to 
Aspen. SEE PAGE A2.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Western Slope distance run-
ners deliver in epic 1600- 
meter clash. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A21.

Living in wolf country
At a presentation in Gypsum, area wildlife officers offer guidance about what 

you should do if you encounter one of Colorado’s newly-released predators. A3

Clouds and snow can be seen Tuesday in Minturn. The day was wet but drier weather will set in for the rest of the week.
CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

STATE
Ski areas can’t use liability 
waivers to get out of all 
negligence claims, Colorado 
Supreme Court rules.  
SEE PAGE A4.

LOCAL
Investigation underway for 
missing Gypsum teen.   
SEE PAGE A9.

LOCAL
Avon man receives 4 years 
probation after 11 months in 
jail awaiting sentencing for 
assault of officer.   
SEE PAGE A11.
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M
y oldest son is graduating, and I am 
a ball of emotions — proud, excited 
for his future, sad that this chapter 
is ending, in awe of the young man 

he has become. He is a Coloradan through and 
through — he’s working with the Forest Service 
this summer, going to the University of Colo-
rado Boulder later this year and is perpetually 
planning an outdoor adventure.

As he charts his path, he has been consistent 
in his desire to return to a mountain commu-
nity like ours as an adult. But I wonder how he 
will be able to make a life in the mountains. He 

doesn’t realize it now but, 
as someone who has spent 
their career in housing, 
I see walls that were not 
there for his dad and me 
when we were starting out 
in Vail 25 years ago.

Living in the moun-
tains has never been easy. 
I worked multiple jobs 
when I first moved here, 
but there was more hous-
ing supply, and costs were 

lower. At first, I was able to easily find a rental 
unit and roommates. 

When I got married, my husband and I were 
able to buy a home. My housing story is one of 
good timing. Now, housing supply is extremely 
limited, and prices have skyrocketed. Hous-
ing affordability affects who can work and live 
here, and how people can advance in their ca-
reers. It’s impacting our state and seems to be 
part of every conversation.

Habitat’s work advocating to increase hous-
ing supply and remove barriers to homeowner-
ship has never been more important. The 2024 
legislative session ended on May 8. While in 
Denver our legislators debated over 700 pieces 
of legislation, an unprecedented number relat-
ed to housing.

My key takeaway from this session is that it 
was a process-oriented year. Last year’s failed 
land-use bill spurred legislators to break out 
elements of that bill (SB 23-213).

The two bills from this session I am most 
excited about for our community are:

	■ Sustainable Affordable Housing Needs 
Assistance: This bill requires local governments 
to assess their community’s housing needs every 
six years to compile statewide data on existing 
and future housing needs along with a Housing 
Action Plan. I am excited that Eagle County has 
already started this process in advance of the 
legislation passing. It’s exciting to see our local 
governments working together on the assess-
ment and the commitment to a regional action 
plan. Our valley is small, and it’s impossible to 
look for creative housing solutions in isolation.

	■ Local Government Property Tax Credits Re-
bates: This bill is a creative solution to the short-
term rental debate. It will authorize boards of 
county commissioners to establish property 
tax credits for homeowners who choose to rent 
their property long-term. The “incentivization 
approach” has proven successful in other land-
use bills as it’s a unique way to maintain local 
control while moving short-term rentals back to 

Celebrating. 
Graduating. 
Advocating.

O
ne hundred and one years ago, my 
Ute ancestors were forced to live in 
a barbed-wire camp in Blanding, a 
small town in southeast Utah.

For six weeks, nearly 80 people were 
trapped in a cage, sleeping in tents and hast-
ily constructed hogans. Only meager meals 
were provided, and the captors sometimes 
tossed food over the fence.

Like the infamous Japanese American 
prison camps during World War II, the 
only crime my relatives committed was be-
longing to a group of people that the white 
majority deemed a threat. There was no 
due process for Japanese Ameri-
cans or for the Utes.

But while Japanese American 
incarceration sites, including the 
Topaz Camp near Delta, Utah, 
have memorials to the victims, 
there are no plaques or inter-
pretive displays in Blanding 
acknowledging the suffering my 
ancestors endured.

In fact, the events that led up 
to their imprisonment are best 
known by misleading names like 
the “Posey War” and the “Last 
Indian Uprising.” My ancestor, 
William Posey, was a leader in the Anika-
nuche Band who continued traditional 
hunting across the vast Canyonlands and 
Bears Ears region into the 1920s, long after 
many other Indigenous people had been 
forced onto reservations.

On March 19, 1923, two Ute men were 
convicted for the alleged raiding of a shep-
herd’s camp. After an altercation with the 
San Juan County sheriff, the two men fled 
and joined their families.

They escaped over Comb Ridge into what 
is now Bears Ears National Monument. A 
posse of 50 armed white settlers pursued the 
Ute people on horseback and in a Model-T 
Ford. County commissioners also requested 
an airplane equipped with WWI bombs for 
use in the chase. Before a plane arrived, the 
posse found the families, forced them into 
trucks at gunpoint, then transported them to 
the barbed-wire stockade in Blanding.

I tell this story because the jailing of 
Ute people 101 years ago had devastating 

consequences for my community and healing 
is necessary even today.

Two Ute men were murdered, includ-
ing Posey. Ute children were among those 
shipped to Indian Boarding Schools, 
separating families and cutting off tradi-
tional teachings. As a condition of release, 
prisoners in the camp had to sign allot-
ment papers for small parcels of land that 
relinquished their claims to the large Ute 
reservation that had once been proposed 
for nearly all of San Juan County.

These events were tragic but they were 
not a “war” or an “uprising.” Like the Long 

Walk of the Diné people in 1864, 
or the Trail of Tears that began in 
the 1830s, my Anikanuche ances-
tors were subjected to brutal settler 
violence in Utah, which had no 
similarities to a war fought between 
two nations’ militaries.

Despite these injustices, my peo-
ple carry on what we call a Legacy 
of Resilience, and last year the Ute 
Mountain Ute community of White 
Mesa began telling our side of the 
story for the first time.

I was selected to direct the 100 
Years of Silence project, and I’ve 

been working with elders, historians and art-
ists to facilitate healing. We’ve hosted many 
meetings to listen to community members 
talk about this history. Seven local artists pro-
duced pieces now on display at The Leonardo 
Museum of Creativity and Innovation in Salt 
Lake City until May 28. On March 23, we 
hosted a public launch for the project with 
presentations from 18 Ute Tribal members.

Throughout the process, I’ve been inspired 
by the courage and wisdom of my communi-
ty. Our collective effort aims to end a century 
of silence to usher in an era of recognition 
and empowerment for all sides.

As the 101st anniversary of the Anikanuche 
incarceration drew to a close last month, we 
hoped Utahns would begin to acknowledge 
the events of 1923. We ask that those awful 
weeks no longer be referred to as the “Posey 
War,” a term based on misinformation that 
spread as the events unfolded. The 100 Years 

We won’t forget what 
happened 101 years ago
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COMMENTARY

of Silence project is currently seeking input 
from the White Mesa community to rename 
this series of traumatic events.

Perhaps one day, a memorial could be 
installed on the site of the incarceration 
camp that is near the historic bank build-
ing that still stands in Blanding. As the Ute 

scholar Forrest Cuch reminded us at the 
anniversary, healing cannot occur until the 
truth is known and accepted.

Shaun Ketchum Jr is a contributor to Writers 
on the Range, an independent nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring conversation about 
the West. He directs the 100 Years of Silence 
project and is a member of the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe.

the long-term market.
Not every bill passed will directly impact 

our rural communities, but they are import-
ant because they create data to inform future 
best practices.

	■ Housing in Transit-Oriented Communi-
ties (HB-1313) which requires cities to allow 
for more dense housing development along 
bus and train corridors.

	■ Doing Away With Parking Minimums 
(HB-1304) prohibits a jurisdiction from en-
forcing minimum parking requirements, so 
the number of housing units is not limited by 
required parking.

We must move the needle forward on the 
construction of more affordable homes. The 
cost to build continues to outpace wages. Our 
construction costs have increased 100% in the 
last four years, while area median income has 
gone up less than 40%. We, as a community, 
need to get comfortable with filling the gap 
between the cost to build and an affordable 
sale (or rental) price. In addition to finding 
sources to fill the growing subsidy, it will 

require policy changes to mitigate the escalat-
ing cost of insurance and property taxes.

At Habitat, we pride ourselves on cost 
control but there is much we don’t have 
control over. Insurance Commissioner Study 
Insurance Market (HB-1108) will study the 
cost of HOAs and homeowner insurance. 
One bill that would have helped with the 
affordability gap was the Right to Remedy 
Construction Defects (SB-206). It failed 
but I am hopeful we can figure this out. The 
number of condos being built in Colorado 
has dropped dramatically — in part due to 
the cost of wrap insurance.

I am hopeful that with these land use and 
study bills signed into law, future legislation 
can focus on removing barriers to affordable 
homeownership, increasing affordable hous-
ing stock overall, and how to best build out 
a robust housing continuum that promotes 
economic and social mobility across our state.

Elyse Howard is the director of development 
at Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley. Learn 
more about Habitat Vail Valley and its efforts 
to increase housing supply in Eagle County 
at HabitatVailValley.org.
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Fall in Love with
Your New Carpet

Enjoy shopping in our
Spacious Avon showroom

Find your new floor today

Beautiful New Carpet
On Sale & In Stock Now

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972
810 Nottingham Road, Avon

970-949-5390 | ruggsbenedict.com

SALE ENDS JUNE 1st Carpet - Area Rugs - Hardwood & Waterproof Floors

Spring Clearance Sale - FINAL DAYS - SAVE 10% - 50%
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