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Not just a lot of hot air

More county homes and buildings are ditching furnaces and air conditioners
and installing heat pumps as technology and efficiency improves. A3

STRIKE A POSE

CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY
Adrienne Rowberry of West Vail gets Booray, 5, to sit for a photo at the Kringle Crossing on Saturday in Vail. The houses on International Bridge are

meant to spread cheer throughout the holiday season.

WEATHER

Amaury Solis

Red Hill Elementary

Cloudy

High 40; Low 22 — Weather A20

OUR WORLD

Patients, staff leave Gaza's
biggest hospital; dozens are
killed at crowded refugee
camp. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A21.

THE WEST

The discoveries and conse-
quences of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL

Susan Boyd, who led Vail li-
brary into digital age, remem-
bered as a devoted mother
and an untamed spirit.

SEE PAGE A4.

REGIONAL

The fight over Shoshone:

A small hydroelectric plant
with big water rights is the
center of a proposal to keep
Colorado River water flowing
west. SEE PAGE A5.

COMMENTARY

“If there is no opportunity for
mobility, we will never meet
the housing demands of our
workforce.”. SEE PAGE A6.

arisQ.
enter ment
Alternative Wellness: natural
mineral water therapy.
SEE PAGE A15.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Mikaela Shiffrin is interviewed
by her mom on Outside
Podcast. FOR THE FULL

% STORY, SEE PAGE A22.

= / THE IVE RS O N TEAM 71 real Estate Team in the vail valley

Experience personalized service and expertise you

can trust. A family-owned business since 1987.
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LOVE

” Love him and let him love you. Do you think

anything else under heaven really matters?”
James Baldwin
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Could someone please
explain the problem?

was heartened to see that Proposition
HH was resoundingly defeated. Frank-
ly, I was worried that it might pass
because it was so deceptively worded.
Voters saw through the deception and re-
soundingly voted it down. It’s es-
pecially good to see that Colorado,
a state with a Democratic gover-
nor and a Democratic-controlled
state legislature, still expects
some moderation in government
spending. It reminded me of Re-
publican-controlled Ohio voting
for abortion rights. It’s good to
see people standing up for their
beliefs even when it means going
against their party’s position.

The funny thing is — no one has
ever been able to explain to me
why this problem is so difficult.
Let’s get specific with Eagle County. The
Vail Daily reported that the mean home
valuation increase for 2023 was 63%!
Wow.

This means if there are no changes in
the tax structure, property taxes would go
up 63%. That is way too much of a burden
on taxpayers and far too much of a tax
increase. What if the state imposed a cap
of 5% on property tax revenue increases?
That would still be a windfall for coun-
ties, with the increase being above infla-
tion while also lowering the potential tax
increase by 58%. Seems like a reasonable
solution to me.

Here is the problem that I keep hearing
about but just can’t understand. Whenever
1 see a property tax increase limit proposed,
the response is that the state needs to make
up for the “lost” revenue. But what reve-
nue is being lost? None of the plans I've
seen will reduce property taxes below 2022
levels; they all just lower the severity of the
increase.

So, where’s the problem? I have spent
a good deal of time researching this, and
to date, nothing I have read outlines how
limiting a tax increase creates a shortfall

Mark Lewis
Valley Voices

in revenue. Did the county actually have a
plan to spend 63% more money next year
and now faces a “shortfall?”

There may be a perfectly reasonable
explanation, but to date, I have not heard
one. Given the rise in property
values, if nothing is done, coun-
ties are going to be awash in new
revenue, and taxpayers are going
to get crushed. No one will be
spared. Renters will face massive
rent increases as these costs will
undoubtedly be passed directly to
them. Some homeowners might
be initially pleased with the in-
crease in their home’s value, but it
is of little value if the taxes make
it too expensive to live there.

Even if the state fails to act,
there is no reason that counties
can’t solve this problem independently and
reduce property tax rates on their own. The
argument I heard against this option was
that once reduced, tax rates would perma-
nently be stuck at the lower level and could
not go back up if, for example, home values
plummeted. This is simply not true as the
legislature recently passed SB23-108 which
allows counties to lower mill levies without
facing permanent restrictions.

I just don’t understand why this is so
hard. No one is expecting a tax cut. We just
want the increase to be reasonable. In no
circumstance do we need an increase in
property taxes and then more new taxes as
proposed in Prop HH. That was beyond lu-
dicrous. The state legislature needs to take
the simple and straightforward action of
capping the allowed revenue increase that
counties can receive from property taxes.

Mark Lewts, a Colorado native, had a long
career in technology, including serving as
the CEO of several tech companies. He’s now
retired and writes thriller novels. Mark and
his wife, Lisa, and their two Australian
Shepherds — Kismet and Cowboy, reside in
Edwards.

COLUMN

A housing

continuum
1s critical

he Habitat for Humanity team has

been together going on 18 years —

we’ve lived in the valley even longer.

Our team is the very picture of how
a successful housing continuum can foster
career and relationship growth.

When I first got to town, I lived with
roommates in a condo. A few years later,
my then-boyfriend and I rented a place
together. Soon after we got engaged,
we bought a small condo, selling that to
buy a duplex — the home we still live in
with our two sons. I know I am lucky be-
cause each opportunity helped us move up.
I am not sure that is
possible anymore with-
out serious financial
assistance.

People need the
opportunity to move
through the housing
continuum as they
move through the
stages and phases of

Elyse Howard life. Homeownership
Habitat for is key. Not only does it
Humanity root people here in our

community, but when

a renter can move into
homeownership, it frees up a rental unit
for a new worker. If there is no opportu-
nity for mobility, we will never meet the
housing demands of our workforce. We
will continue to lose valued community
members as they move out of town to pur-
chase a home in a place where prices are
more realistic.

As a community, we are making strides
to increase housing opportunities. There
are many new projects but I can’t help but
notice that it’s very rental-heavy. I get it —
for a free market developer, the math while
still challenging, can work and it’s possible
to make these rental projects pencil. There
is more funding available to finance a rent-
al project. But at what cost?

We have limited resources — water,
land, money. We must be very thoughtful
as a community about how we use these
limited resources as we increase access to
housing. Although there are more funding
sources to build rentals, the cost per unit
is the same as building rentals or home-
ownership. Being able to own a home
helps people settle down and grow up
here. As a community we need to priori-
tize homeownership; it has a stronger ben-
efit for families and the community.

Homeownership helps increase gener-
ational wealth and it does so much more:
A safe, affordable home positively impacts
families. Children who have a safe and
stable home do better in school and have
improved mental health, fewer physical
and behavioral health problems and more
self-assured parents. As a matter of fact,
90% of Habitat homeowners noted im-
provements in their family’s health since
moving into their Habitat home.

HOWARD, A8
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COMMENTARY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Get back to business, Avon

I suggest the Avon Town Council
determine to not get mired down in
yet another social debate and only
fly the Stars and Stripes, the flag of
Colorado and Avon’s flag. Get back to
the business of solving problems and
government.

Carolyn Swanepoel
EagleVail

Fix the dead cell zone

Many of us frequently travel Inter-
state 70 as we move through our valley.
And in the Wolcott area, there is a

dreaded dead cell zone. Until now, it
was an inconvenience for us that has
continued far too long in this era of
connectedness.

Today it became an emergency
safety issue. We struck a road hazard
and suddenly had a rear tire devas-
tating blowout as we rounded the
turn a mile or two before the Wol-
cott westbound exit. We could not
have been in a more hazardous spot.

911 through SOS calling was a
much-delayed saving grace, but no
one was happy as we shared there
was no way to contact us for emer-
gency and follow-up response.

A harrowing hour followed — in

daylight on dry roads — as cars and
18-wheelers rounded the corner and
headed toward our vehicle. Abso-
lutely frightening had it been dark
or slick roads. We were lucky to
avoid a tragic ending.

We should and can no longer tol-
erate a lack of cell service anywhere
through our valley on I-70.

Fix it Verizon, and any other car-
riers or entities that need to come
together to solve this! Please.

Also, thanks so much to the CDOT
two-person crew that came upon us
and saved us.

Jeff and Laura Malehorn
Vail

HOWARD

From page A6

Habitat believes in the housing
continuum and is focused on build-
ing homeownership opportunities.
It is a heavy lift. In the past 11 years,
home sales under $500,000 have
decreased 96% (using data through
September), according to Land Title.

In October, the median home sale
price in Eagle County was $1.4M
according to Land Title. A pro-
spective buyer would need a salary
of $350,000 to afford a home at
the median price. Yet the median
household income in Eagle County

is $91,338.

Habitat’s model puts homeown-
ership within reach for families
at 35 to 80% of the area median
income — that is between $39,159
to $89,450 for a family of four. As
rental developments crop up around
the valley, we need to be thoughtful
as a community to look at creative
solutions to provide more home-
ownership opportunities for our
workforce.

Habitat is dedicated to building
innovative solutions to create incre-
mental housing: stick-built homes,
modular developments. partner-
ing with other nonprofits, builders

and contractors. We're committed
to building 46 homeownership op-
portunities in a three-year period.
As partnerships expand, so can our
building efforts.

I want all of us to focus our energy
on the solutions to help establish
roots and strengthen the housing
continuum — thereby strengthening
our community. Now is the time for
action.

Elyse Howard is the director of
development at Habitat Vail Valley
where she advocates for increased
access to affordable housing. Learn
more at HabitatVailValley.org.

WRITE A LETTER

The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that are 300 words or less. Letters must include the author’s name, hometown, affiliation
(if any) and phone number (for verification purposes only). The decision to print any submission is at the discretion of the Vail Daily
editor. Send your letter to letters@vaildaily.com

WRITE A COLUMN

What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the community. What’s going well, not so well? Send your submission to
ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a column, you are granting permission for the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website.
Email Nate Peterson at npeterson@vaildaily.com for more information.

Riverwalk in Edwards | 970-926-8144 | ptarmigansports.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
MINTURN MUNICIPAL COURT
PROSECUTOR SERVICES

Established rgo4

November 10, 2023
Proposal Closing Date and Time:
December 14, 2023 5pm

Date of Issue:

Proposals to be received by the Court Clerk
prior to closing date and time above.
Full RPF information and requirements

www.minturn.org,

Minturn Town Hall

available at
or at

(302 Pine St).




