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Wolves on the doorstep

Federal judge denies motion made by ranching groups to delay wolf
reintroduction, allowing Colorado Parks and Wildlife to proceed with its plan. A3

COOKIE TIME
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CHRIS DILLMAN/VAIL DAILY
People grab for chocolate chip cookies during the daily cookie time Friday in Beaver Creek. Cookies are handed out daily at 3 p.m. at the base of
the mountain.

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME DESERVES

AN EXCEPTIONAL REAL ESTATE TEAM

THE CHARTER 3360 | BEAVER CREEK

2-bed, 2-bath, 1,074 Sq.Ft. | Mountain retreat in
the newly renovated Charter in Beaver Creek

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810
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REGION

Expect a messy compromise
on the future of the Colorado
River, negotiators say in Las
Vegas. SEE PAGE A2.

OUR WORLD

Jury awards $148 million to
Georgia election workers over
Rudy Giuliani’s 2020 vote lies.
SEE PAGE A27.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Liz Lemley and Tess Johnson
finish sixth and seventh in
World Cup moguls event in
France. SEE PAGE A30.
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enter ment
Squash Blossom turns 50
years old. SEE PAGE B1.

WEATHER

Dylan Vasquez

Stone Creek Charter School
Sunny

High 42; Low 17 — Weather B8
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Commentary
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ART

" | work in whatever medium likes me at the
moment.”
Marc Chagall
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SWMAN THE STAR-LEDGER

THANK
GOODNESS
SANTOS IS GONE.
HE WAS A
REAL STAIN
ON THE
INSTITUTION.

COLUMN

Car crazy

he rain came down in gusty tor-

rents making it hard for my mother

to keep the umbrella protecting us

upright. We were standing on a taxi
line outside Macy’s department store on
34th Street in Manhattan waiting to catch
a cab to take us home. My mother was
understandably anxious to get into the first
available cab.

Unfortunately, for her, I had
a preference for which make of
1950s New York City taxi cab
would serve as our chariot. I
could hear my mother mutter-
ing under her breath as I turned
down rides that involved our
hopping into the backseat of a
Checker, Rambler or Studebaker
cab. I had my adolescent heart
set on riding home in a scarlet
and canary-colored DeSoto and
was willing to stand in the pour-
ing rain until hell froze over waiting for
one to arrive.

There are many important firsts in a
young boy’s life. There is the first time you
catch a baseball, ride a bike, swim in a lake,
Kkiss a girl. But for me, the most memorable
first-time experience was when I sat in a
Cadillac parked in a parking lot in the City
Island section of the Bronx. The owner
was coming out of a diner when he noticed
me drooling on the hood of his brand-new
“Madeira maroon” Cadillac. I was 7 at
the time and rather than scolding me for
desecrating the paint on his regal ride he
kindly asked me if T would like to sit in the
driver’s seat. He didn’t have to ask twice.
His question was the equivalent of asking
a kid my age whether they'd like to hang
with Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck in
their pad at Disney Land.

Some kids collect stamps, others collect
baseball cards. Me? I collected pictures of
cars from the ad pages of major maga-
zines like Life and Look. I would use those
pictures to play a pretend game with my
grandfather who made his living as a
salesman.

I would create a car display show-
room on a bed in his apartment using
the magazine photos as my inventory
and he would walk into the bedroom/

Jay Wissot
Jaywalking

showroom and act as a customer looking
to purchase a car. After peppering me
with questions about the special features
(there weren’t many) found in a Nash
Airflyte and whether a Hudson Hornet
was a better car than an Edsel (it was),
we’d haggle over prices until he could see
I was tiring and only then did he agree to
let me make the sale.

I bought my first car when
I was 21. It was a 1962 white
Chevy Impala convertible with
turquoise seats and a white
canvas top. I loved driving it.
Too bad it was a mechanical
nightmare to maintain. But that
didn’t ruin owning it for me. I've
always viewed cars as works of
art, as sensuous sculptures that
just happen to come equipped
with engines and tires.

I was attracted to makes of
cars based on their shapes. They didn’t
have to be sleek and elegant just unique-
ly different like the Citroen sedans made
popular in 1960s-era French films. I once
owned a 1962 Volvo 544 Sport that closely
resembled a hump roofed 1947 Mercury
8. I drove a 1993 Saab 900 Turbo which
if you are unfamiliar with the car had a
forward-looking sloped design and an
eye-catching elongated hood.

The last car I owned before it was totaled
by a car running a stop sign in February
was a 2016 Audi TT. The symmetry of its
small perfectly proportioned cubed look is
what caused me to swoon over it. Loosely
classified as a sports car, I never thought
of it that way. It seemed much more like a
toy for a boy than something a grown man
would drive.

I view Lamborghinis, Ferraris and
Maseratis as ungodly expensive race cars
dressed up to appeal to upscale buyers. I
adore old Jaguar XKEs and every model
Corvette from its inception 70 years ago.
But if T had an extra $250,000 lying
around, my dream car would be a Bent-
ley Continental GT convertible, a car
Michelangelo would have proudly driven
if he drove a car in 15th century Florence.
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Homes create

strong futures

ome is the foundation for everything —

a stable life, better behavioral and phys-

ical health and a stronger community.

As the year comes to a close, I've been
thinking a lot about the importance of commu-
nity: Its positive impacts on health and well-be-
ing and how it roots you in a place. A home sets
the tone for a strong foundation and a strong
community.

We live in a resort town, and it can feel tran-
sient at times — however, there is such a strong
community here. It’s special, and this time of
year, even with the hecticness, it can feel magi-
cal. We get to call this place
home. I love living where I
run into friends and neigh-
bors, whether it’s at an early
morning workout, at the gro-
cery store, in the lift lines or
even at my boys’ school. I love
being a small part of weaving
the fabric of our community.

Last week I had the joy,

Elyse Howard

> and I really mean the joy,
Habi tat_for of running into a Habitat
Humanity homeowner. Liz, along with

her three sons, moved into a
Habitat home 16 years ago. Right from the start
it was clear Liz wasn't afraid to set lofty goals and
achieve them. She showed up every week to build
her home, hours spent quietly formulating a plan
to keep her life moving forward.

Liz went to college and then got her master’s de-
gree, studying late at night as her boys slept, driv-
ing to and from Grand Junction. She got her de-
gree in education and has been working in Eagle
County School District since. Last week I saw her
in the hallways of Battle Mountain High School.
We both couldn’t believe the number of years that
have gone by, but it solidified that homeownership
creates community. Creating more homeowner-
ship opportunities for people wanting to stay and
grow here, settle down and maybe even grow old
here is truly building community.

We've always looked for innovative, incremen-
tal solutions and this year we've found it at our
modular Third Street project — 16 homes more
than our typical home-building number. We're
continuing to search for solutions to root people in
the community.

Without partnerships, committed volunteers
and people willing to set (and achieve) audacious
goals, our community is in peril. Fewer people can
settle down and grow here.

We've made an $18 million goal to invest in our
housing infrastructure. I am thrilled to report
we've raised over $14 million toward that goal.
This is money that will be invested in creating
more homeownership solutions. I want to make
sure there is a community here, today and well
into the future. It’s on all of us to preserve the spe-
cialness and grow the opportunities for those who
live here — allowing more longtime locals to settle
down and build their community.

During this busy holiday season, whether you
are serving our guests or serving your family, take
a deep breath, and make the time to connect with
your people — go find your community. Join us in
being hope and home builders, in finding commu-
nity and helping others feel at home.

Elyse Howard is the director of development at
Habitat Vail Valley. The organization will crane
in modular homes in January in partnership
with 16 new homeowners. Learn more
HabitatVailValley.org.



