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SUNNY SATURDAY SOCIALIZING

WEATHER
Connor-Belden
Red Hill Elementary
Cloudy
High 41; Low 21—Weather B8

LOCAL
How trout survive in the frigid
water during Colorado win-
ters. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA2.

LOCAL
Former Eagle County school
board president exits, creat-
ing a vacancy. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA4.

REGION
‘Rocky Mountain Wreckers’ TV
series to spotlight Vail-based
tow company working on I-70
mountain corridor. FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGEA5.

MOMIX: Alice’ dances into the
Vilar at Beaver Creek.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE B1.

COMMENTARY
“Winning over independent
voters is now the key to most
elections, yet, to date, we
don’t see either party fun-
damentally moving to more
centrist policies.” FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGEA6.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Dream team: SSCV mogul
skiers team up to win Youth
Olympic Games gold medal.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA14.

Way over the limit
For the second time in four years, Eagle County is among the top-five counties
for speeding after Colorado State Patrol issued 2,181 citations in 2023. A3

OUR WORLD
COVID-era program is awash
in fraud. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA13.

Crowds pack the Ritz Carlton Bachelor Gulch deck for a DJ Saturday in Beaver Creek.Warmer weather is expected through next week.
CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

#1Real Estate Team in the Vail Valley

Experience personalized service and expertise you
can trust. A family-owned business since 1987.

THE IVERSON TEAM

970.390.2440 | theiversonteam@slifer.net | VailSkiHomes.com



I
n the landscape of American politics, a
pronounced and potentially transfor-
mative shift is taking place — the rise
of the independent voter. Traditionally,

our political arena has been dominated by
the two-party system, with Democrats and
Republicans each outnumbering Indepen-
dents. However, recent years have wit-
nessed a surge in the number of individuals
choosing to declare their inde-
pendence from party affiliations,
marking a profound transforma-
tion in the political narrative.
The independent voter, once a

silent minority, is rapidly becom-
ing the silent majority. According
to various studies, the percentage
of registered voters identifying as
independents has been steadily
increasing and is now at 49% —
basically equaling the combined
affiliations of Republicans and
Democrats. In 2004, the three
affiliations were roughly equal, so the shift
is significant. This shift is not confined to
a specific demographic but spans across
age groups, ethnicities, and socioeconomic
backgrounds. What was once considered
an almost irrelevant category has evolved
into a potentially formidable force.
One of the driving forces behind the

rise of independent voters is a growing
disillusionment with the polarization that
has gripped the nation. The deep divide
between Democrats and Republicans has
left many feeling alienated and frustrated.
Independent voters often express a desire
for pragmatic, solution-oriented politics
that transcends party lines. The tradition-
al party platforms, with their rigid ideolo-
gies, no longer fully resonate with almost
half of the electorate.
Furthermore, the information age has

empowered voters like never before.
Access to diverse sources of information
has allowed individuals to form their own
opinions rather than adhering strictly to

party doctrine. Independent voters are
often characterized by their willingness to
critically evaluate candidates and issues
based on their merit rather than partisan
loyalty. This marks a departure from the
days when party affiliation was a defining
factor in shaping one’s political stance.
The rise of independent voters is also

potentially reflective of a broader cultural
shift toward individualism. In an
era where personal expression
and autonomy are highly valued,
individuals are less inclined to
align themselves with a par-
ty that may not fully represent
their nuanced beliefs. The inde-
pendent voter seeks a political
identity that is more moderate
and adaptable, allowing for a
dynamic engagement with the
issues that matter to them.
The impact of independent

voters is starting to become
evident in elections. Candidates are in-
creasingly recognizing the significance of
appealing to this demographic, as their
votes often determine the outcome of
closely contested races. The swing toward
independence has led to a reevaluation
of campaign strategies, with candidates
striving to present themselves as prag-
matic problem-solvers rather than party
loyalists.
However, the surge in independent

voters has not had the impact you might
expect. The term silent majority is fitting
as independents lack a centralized iden-
tity, organization, or cohesive platform
that would bind them as a unified voting
bloc. While Independent voters could
potentially dominate American politics,
the entrenched two-party system pres-
ents a significant hurdle. If independents
were able to organize, it would change the
landscape.

The new silent majority
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” To be interested solely in technique would be a
very superficial thing to me.”
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W
e’ve had 124 groundbreakings
at Habitat for Humanity Vail
Valley and built more than 100
homes since 1995, but we’ve

had only one craning in, which took place
earlier this month. No matter how many
times we break ground, move dirt or start

construction, it never
gets old.
It’s emotional, watch-

ing 16 homes being
craned into place think-
ing how that means 16
families will have the
stability that comes from
building and owning a
home.
The only way we’ve

been able to build incre-
mental homes — espe-
cially as construction
costs continue to rise —

is through the help of our partners. We can
do something about the housing crisis be-
cause of our partnerships. There is so much
talk about housing nationwide, statewide,
countywide, but the craning in is where the
rubber meets the road.
We’re always looking to build partner-

ships and build more housing for our com-
munity by leveraging the Habitat brand
and our expertise. We bring our knowledge
in affordable homebuilding, first-time
homebuyer education and support with the
goal of creating opportunities for our local
workforce to stay here long term. Orga-
nizations — towns, local government, de-
velopers — all have different tools in their
toolbox. Our role at Habitat is to bring
these various groups to the table to make
the best use of our collective tools.
This happened recently as we partnered

with Eagle County and the town of Vail to
bring affordable homeownership within
Vail. Timber Ridge will be redeveloped —
much needed after 40 years — and 10 of
the homes will be permanently affordable
Habitat homes filled with hardworking lo-
cals who enhance to the fabric of the com-
munity. These are ten incremental afford-
able homeownership opportunities.

MORE THAN A HOMEBUILDER
We’re excited to be working with Vail,

Eagle County and Triumph Development.
We all have to work together, bringing our
different expertise to the development to
build a dream — to build homes. It’s a sim-
ple idea really and we are so excited to be
working with different organizations, put-
ting all the pieces together. After almost
30 years in the home-building arena, it’s
intuitive for us.
Habitat is more than a home builder:

Habitat brings our tools as a community
builder, family services connector, mortgage
lender with a zero-interest loan, and rela-
tionships with local families as part of the
partnership.
We are harnessing the power of Habitat’s

Harnessing
the power of
partnerships

Elyse Howard
Valley Voices
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zero-interest loan product to bring max-
imum affordability for families. Bringing
community partners together to buy down
the cost of the homes, plus the zero-in-
terest loan, creates our chance to build
capacity that won’t tax our construction
team.
Timber Ridge represents new, innova-

tive thinking and is something we envision
to be easily replicable in other commu-
nities. We have limited resources (land,
water), we’re thinking about our work dif-
ferently and expanding how we can help
locals establish strong foundations in the
community.
We are so excited that through these

partnerships, we will bring, and keep,
families in town. If we want to retain
people, keep the fabric of our community,
keep Vail vibrant, there must be home-
ownership opportunities.
While we are celebrating these giant

strides and strong partnerships, we are
always looking to expand who we work
with. New ideas come about through con-
versation and connection — so reach out, I
love talking about housing, partnering and
solutions.

Elyse Howard is the director of
development at Habitat for Humanity
Vail Valley. Over the past 30 years, the
nonprofit has increased home building
and continues to seek innovative ways to
increase homeownership opportunities.

At this point, the “silent majority” is just
that — silent. Articles point out that most
independents “lean” either Republican or
Democrat so many contend that the rise of
independent voters is a myth. The simple
fact is that, if you are only given two choic-
es, you still have to pick one. Coming up
with a unified platform could be difficult
as independents themselves have varied
opinions. Difficult but not impossible as
every country that has more than two po-
litical parties will likely have a “moderate”
party.
The rise of independent voters marks

the potential for a transformative moment

in American politics. Winning over in-
dependent voters is now the key to most
elections yet, to date, we don’t see either
party fundamentally moving to more cen-
trist policies. While the independent mon-
iker is here to stay the question is whether
it can build an organizational structure
and coalesce around a common set of pol-
icy ideals. If that were to happen it would
reshape American politics.

Mark Lewis, a Colorado native, had a long
career in technology, including serving as
the CEO of several tech companies. He’s
now retired and writes thriller novels.
Mark and his wife, Lisa, and their two
Australian Shepherds — Kismet and
Cowboy, reside in Edwards.
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The bighorns are back (whew)
We’ve been delighted (and relieved) this

last week to see the beautiful native big-
horn herd return to their winter habitat
above East Vail. Wildlife lovers have been
treated to viewing upward of 40 of these
amazing creatures, from rams with full
curling horns to lambs experiencing their
first winter.
For millennia, these magnificent mam-

mals have been returning to this unique
winter habitat from their summer range
in the Eagles Nest Wilderness. This piece
of land offers south-facing slopes, where
lower snowpack allows access for grazing,
and is topped by a rocky prominence that
provides ewes a safe place to protect their
lambs from predators.
Thankfully, instead of finding what

would have been a major construction
zone, these magnificent creatures are
able to return to their traditional source
of food and shelter. Many thanks to our
former Mayor, Kim Langmaid, and the
current members of Town Council, Jon-
athan Staufer and Pete Seibert, and past
members Jen Mason and Kevin Foley, who
bravely voted to preserve the bighorns’
historic habitat. Thanks, too, to the many
members of the public who continue to
stand up and be a voice for the rights of
Colorado’s priceless state animal.

Frances Hartogh
Vail

Calling all Democrats to
caucus and assembly
On March 9, 2024, at 3 p.m., Eagle

County Democrats will convene on Zoom
for a crucial event in the democratic pro-
cess — caucus, assembly and convention.

This event is open to all voters registered
as Democrats by Feb. 16, 2024 (verify your
voter registration at GoVoteColorado.gov).
Your attendance will actively influence

candidate selection, shaping the roster
for the June 30 Non-Presidential Primary
ballot. This ballot encompasses races from
county commissioners and state repre-
sentatives to Congress and CU Regent
At-Large. Participation in the Democratic
caucus, assembly and convention provides
valuable insights into the candidate se-
lection process and enhances your under-
standing of Colorado’s electoral system.
This is particularly advantageous for new
or young voters seeking to learn about the
electoral process.
For those eager to contribute to civic

life, the caucus, assembly and convention
presents an opportunity to actively engage
in the democratic process, connect with
local legislators, and meet your local Dem-
ocratic leaders. Given the pivotal nature
of the 2024 election, your participation is
incredibly important. Help safeguard our
democracy by actively participating in the
Democratic caucus, assembly and conven-
tion. Advanced registration is required at
eagledems.org. For further information,
contact the Eagle County Democrats at
info@eagledems.org.

Lisa Lewis, 2ndVice Chair,
Eagle County Democrats

Edwards

WRITE A LETTER
The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that
are 300 words or less. Letters must include the
author’s name, hometown, affiliation (if any)
and phone number (for verification purposes
only). The decision to print any submission is
at the discretion of the Vail Daily editor. Send
your letter to letters@vaildaily.com
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#1REAL ESTATE TEAM
in the Entire Vail Valley*
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“I began engaging with The Iverson Team 9 months before listing my home.
During that time, theywere patient, professional and engaged. Once I made

the decision to sell, the Teamwas quick to act. Efficiently and productively, they
began working their process to maximize my sales price. Ultimately

my home sold after only 1 day on the market for slightly more than my asking
price! Ultimately, I closed on time and without any concerns or issues! I highly

recommend the entire Iverson Team if you are buying or selling in the Vail Valley.”

Arrowhead | 123Windermere Circle
Homesite | $3,495,000

Arrowhead | 11 Wildflower Place #N
3 Beds + Bunkroom | 3.5 Baths | 3,323 SqFt | $3,475,000

Beaver Creek | The Charter 4260
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,021 SqFt | $1,875,000

$2.6 BILLION
In Career Team Sales

VailSkiHomes.com
theiversonteam@slifer.net

970.390.2440

THE IVERSON TEAM


