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BACK BOWLING

Heard but not seen

WEATHER

Raquel Rojas Delgado
Red Hill Elementary
Cloudy
High 42; Low 22 — Weather A25

Stranahan’s Colorado Whiskey 
teams up with Four Seasons 
Resort and Residences Vail for 
a private sipping experience. 
FOR THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A19.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Battle Mountain seniors 
repeat as skimeister state 
champions. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A27.

COMMENTARY
“Daily routines can numb us 
to the point of despair, cloud 
our vision such that the beau-
ty of life is missed in favor 
of the obvious frustrations 
and ugliness.” FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A6.

After nearly three weeks, the search continues for a dog that has 
repeatedly been heard barking near the Gore Creek Trail in East Vail. A2

Two snowboarders make their way down the Back Bowls of Vail Friday on Vail Mountain. The end of the weekend will bring heavy snow 
through Monday.

CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

OPENHOUSETODAY
New 2-, 3-, 4-, & 5-Bedroom Residences
Starting from Under $2 Million
Learn more at FrontgateAvon.com

JUST LISTED! $5,995,000

130 MOUNTAIN RETREAT | ARROWHEAD
6-bed, 7-bath, 4,819 Sq.Ft.

Single-family home within steps of world-class skiing

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810

COLORADO REAL ESTATE

BY REAL TRENDS

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME DESERVES
AN EXCEPTIONAL REAL ESTATE TEAM



L
ife can beat you down if you let it, 
if you take its ignominies person-
ally, if you let your energy flag in 
the face of the onslaught of travails 

known and unexpected. Daily routines can 
numb us to the point of despair, cloud our 
vision such that the beauty of life is missed 
in favor of the obvious frustra-
tions and ugliness.  

Especially upon my return to a 
car-based life this fall, I fell prey 
to this chasm, overly focused on 
how much time I was spending 
on I-70, not the people I was 
with, not the sights that we were 
speeding past. Once I reset my 
viewpoint, everything shifted. 
And, as is often the case, it was 
the soundtrack that was the final 
catalyst.

I have a very active, very sweet, 
very friendly 12-year-old daughter with 
whom I am extremely close. That bond 
has been strengthened by a lot of factors, 
but the amount of time that we are in the 
car together is a prime one.  

We flit from school to climbing prac-
tice to competitions to dinners to adven-
tures to home and there is rarely a quiet 
moment between breathless conversations 
and the constant aural inputs. Once I 
remembered how special and fleeting this 
time is, how soon she will no longer need 
a chauffeur, how soon she will be off onto 
her own adult life, I redoubled my appre-
ciation for our rides together. 

If we are going to be in the car a ton, we 
might as well enjoy it. Given that technol-
ogy has perfectly integrated our booming 
speakers with the limitless musical reach 
of the internet, we are not limited to a 
handful of tapes or CDs, relics for which 
Violet has absolutely no reference.  

Still, we get hooked on certain songs 
and they are replayed to the point that, 
if they were on cassette, they would 
self-destruct in the way that people of a 
certain age remember with a mélange of 
nostalgia and pain. I occasionally long 
for my old flipbook of CDs, the browsing 

so perfectly tactile, the mix-
tapes made by girlfriends long 
past reminders of the follies of 
young love. But mostly we dig 
the ability to queue up that per-
fect song instantly, lungs ready 
to belt out the tune so that our 
brains are no longer troubled by 
its melody.

It would be tempting to use 
our seemingly infinite time on 
the road to be a capital-F father 
and lecture my offspring on the 
classics, those musical roots 

that begat her current obsessions. I could 
wax poetic about the wizardry of Hen-
drix, the mayhem of Zeppelin, take her 
further back still to the true beginnings, 
the ballads of the enslaved that birthed 
the blues that were then coopted and 
commercialized.  

I could reminisce about seeing the Dead 
with Jerry, about peeping early Outkast, 
bore her to tears with rambling recount-
ings of concerts in the decades past, with 
what it felt like to open a jewel case and 
play a new album for the first time. In-
stead, I just sneak some of my favorites 
into our shared playlist and she humors 
me, the influence less overt and more 
osmosis. 

More surprising to me is that the mu-
sical education is flowing more in the op-
posite direction. When I took Violet and 

Carpool music 
appreciation
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I 
spent a few days in Washington D.C. 
earlier this month as part of Habitat on 
the Hill. It felt like a coming home — 
which was serendipitous as I was there 

to talk about home, homeownership and 
solutions to the housing crisis that is sweep-
ing the nation.

I used to sled on the hill behind the Capi-
tol; the White House’s front yard was a few 
blocks from my backyard. It was surreal 

to be tromping around 
the Capitol, Supreme 
Court, Congress with 
colleagues from across 
the Habitat network 
— places I played as a 
child and that were very 
much a part of my early 
life. I am lucky: I grew 
up in a home that set a 
strong foundation for 
my future.

Too many people 
don’t have the oppor-
tunity to build hope at 

home, which is the reason I was in D.C. 
I was part of a 400-plus person dele-
gation of Habitat for Humanity leaders 
from across the country that lobbied our 
Congressional leaders while speaking in 
support of appropriations that will in-
crease affordable housing inventory — es-
pecially for first-time home buyers. Right 
now, throughout the United States, there 
simply isn’t enough affordable housing. 
Nationwide, it is estimated we are 4 mil-
lion homes short. Here in Eagle County, 
that number is almost 6,000 units. Rural, 
suburban, city, coast to coast, the Midwest 
and here in the mountains — the lack of 
affordable housing is a national issue.

Not many issues are nonpartisan these 
days — that housing is shows the magni-
tude of the problem.

Not having homes to purchase leaves out 
important members of all communities: 
first-time homebuyers, teachers, social 
workers, young families. People who build 
the fabric of our community. Everybody 
should have the right to own a home but 
until change at all levels (federal, state and 
local) are implemented, that simply isn’t 
so.

Homeownership is the infrastructure that 
ensures equity and access. It offers stabili-
ty and opportunity for generational wealth 
building. Lawmakers from both sides of the 
aisle were eager to engage with us, happy 
to listen to our thoughts, answer questions 
and work to build strategies. We all agree 
that people should have a safe, decent place 
to call home.

I’m proud to be part of this movement 
and an organization that works to be the 
inclusive, unified voice around the import-
ant role housing plays: Affordable home-
ownership is a catalyst for improved health, 
education and quality of life.

There’s power in the collective voice and 

Building 
on strong 

foundations

Elyse Howard
Valley Voices

T.J. Voboril
Open Bar
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WRITE A COLUMN
What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the community. What’s going well, 
not so well? Send your submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a column, you 
are granting permission for the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. Email Nate Peterson at 
npeterson@vaildaily.com for more information.

Habitat’s message resonates with so many. 
I believe everybody should have the right 
to own a home and Habitat advocates for 
community. I feel very called to do the 
work around bringing the community 
together, building bridges, and working in 
Eagle County to lift up the voices of those 
who feel they don’t have one.

Together we can make change. It means 
finding solutions at the federal, state and 

local levels. The solutions will be different 
by area but combined, we can, and will, 
make progress. To make an impact in our 
communities, it’s up to us to put all the 
pieces together.

Elyse Howard is the director of 
development at Habitat for Humanity 
Vail Valley. A large part of her role is 
advocating for the housing continuum 
and ensuring all voices are part of 
the conversation. To learn more, go to 
HabitatVailValley.org.

her friends to the “Eras Tour” movie, it hit 
me that I knew almost all of the Taylor 
Swift lyrics by heart. When the girls are 
rocking out to the latest Olivia Rodrigo or 
Sabrina Carpenter or Benson Boone as we 
blast home from climbing practice, I do 
not hesitate to join in the chorus, my raspy 
voice lending a baritone to the higher 
pitches of the preteens.  

It’s not a matter of fitting in or trying to 
be cool — I definitely do not sound or look 
cool in these moments — it’s that I actual-
ly enjoy the beats, the angst, the callback 
to my younger days. While I still crank 

some Future or Weezy or Goose in my ski 
helmet on powder days, I also will throw 
in a Paper Rings or some Sia as I cruise. 

When I am old and creaky, or at least 
older and creakier, the sense memory of 
these car concerts will be with me, will 
recall this perfect time in Violet’s ado-
lescence, when we were as tight as two 
people can be. 

T.J. Voboril is a founding partner at 
Alpenglow Law, LLC, a local law firm, and 
the Owner/Mediator at Voice Of Reason 
Dispute Resolution. For more information, 
please contact Mr. Voboril at 970-306-
6456, tj@alpenglowlaw.com, or visit 
Alpenglowlaw.com.
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Do You Need
Waterproof Floors?

100’s of Choices In Stock Now

Carpet
Area Rugs

Hardwood Floors
Waterproof Floors

Professional Installation
With a Lifetime Guarantee

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

810 Nottingham Road, Avon, CO
970-949-5390 | ruggsbenedict.com

SAVE 10% - 50%

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972

LIZ LEEDS
LOCAL
LUXURY

0192 N LITTLE DIPPER ROAD | WOLCOTT
4 BD | 3.5 BA | 3,468 SF | $2,795,000

Listed by Liz Leeds Luxury Team
LizLeeds.com

LIZ LEEDS
970.331.1806 | lleeds@slifer.net

DEBBIE GIBSON
970.470.3866 | dgibson@slifer.net


