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Rooted in the community

Final residents move into employee housing at Miller Flats, the 37-unit rental
property in Edwards that the school district has built from the ground up. A2

STATE

Sponsor of bill hiking taxes

BIKING WITHOUT WHEELS

for short-term rentals says it
will be gutted in committee
hearing next week.

SEE PAGE A3.

COMMENTARY

Your voice matters when it
comes to housing.

SEE PAGE Aé6.

LOCAL o -

Eagle River Valley Community = (I
Housing Needs Survey now o 1 ‘“ ,
open. SEE PAGE A8. %“lﬁ% =

LOCAL

County’s free recording
notification system works as
advertised. SEE PAGE A11.
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A concert for Swifties, silent

disco, skating shows and
musicals and the last day at
the Beav’ this weekend.

CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

Jordan Obernesser, 15, of Golden gears up to cruise on a snow bike with his instructor as part of the Sunshine Kids Foundation's Winter Games ski
trip for teens with cancer from across the United States Wednesday in Beaver Creek. Kids with cancer from around the country came to ski Beaver

SEE PAGE A16. Creek and do other activities around the area. FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A4.
WEATHER OUR WORLD SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Eric Torres Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Vail Christian girls soccer
Red Hill Elementary Kishida addresses Congress holds off Colorado Rocky
Sunny amid skepticism about US role Mountain School for first win
High 60; Low 33 — Weather A22 abroad. FOR THE FULL STORY, of the season. FOR THE FULL
SEE PAGE A23. 2 #88 STORY, SEE PAGE A24.

STUNNING CONTEMPORARY HOME

CATHERINE JONES COBURN

REAL ESTATE 970.390.1706
BROKER IN THE . CJones@sSlifer.net
VAIL VALLEY 2023

& #1 S| IFER SMITH & VisitTheVailValley.com
FRAMPTON BROKER

2023 SALES VOLUME’

*VBR MLS 1.1.23-12.31.23
**Company Closing Software

56 ROSE CROWN

Mountain Star

6-bed | 9-bath
10,250 sq ft
$11,995,000
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ART

” My hand is the extension of the thinking process

- the creative process.”
Tadao Ando
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Your voice matters when
it comes to housing

ver the years the number of appli-

cations for the homes Habitat for

Humanity Vail Valley builds has

increased. That’s probably obvi-
ous but the rate at which applications have
increased over the last two years is dramat-
ic and speaks to the desperation of
locals trying to stay, live and work
in Eagle County.

We are partnering to build
homes with 17 families this year.
For those 17 homes, we received
144 applications. For comparison,
we received 52 applications in
2018.

Living conditions and financial, physical,
social and emotional health are declining,.
Most people who have filled out an applica-
tion for homeownership with Habitat Vail
Valley during the past three years — more
than 300 people — are just one setback or
opportunity away from leaving our
community.

We see a noticeable decline in
the credit scores of our appli-
cants, a sign that people are
struggling with the increased
costs of everyday items like gro-
ceries and rent. The cost of living
here has increased, forcing people

While 144 is a big number, it’s . to rely more heavily on credit
more than a number to us. We sit Elys.e Howard (.45 to fund monthly expenses.
down and meet with every single ~ Habi tat_f or Debt-to-income ratios are also

applicant. We get to know their
stories, their families and their
current living and financial situations. It’s
disheartening that even as we double build-
ing capacity, we can only offer homeown-
ership to just over 10 percent of those who
apply for our affordable homeownership
program.

Habitat Vail Valley has been doing this
work for 30 years, meeting families where
they are, and listening to their dreams for
the future as they struggle to build a life
here.

This work puts us on the front line of see-
ing socioeconomic trends, often before oth-
ers pick up on them. Our application pro-
cess is a window into community members’
income, types of debt, living conditions,
family situations and living expenses. Over
the last 18 to 24 months, we've witnessed a
change — increased desperation and alarm-
ing trends not only for Habitat homeowners
but for families trying to set roots in Eagle
County.

After meeting with 144 applicants, here
are our key takeaways.

We see more people hanging on by a
thread — people who earn a “good” sala-
ry are struggling as are low-wage earners.

Humanity — op the rise, in part due to the cost

of living but also due to higher
interest rates — car and other loans are
significantly higher.

We see an increased sense of desperation
around housing stability. People are grateful
for the opportunity to live in income-capped
rental units ... until they are offered a raise
that will force them to move. A good op-
portunity in effect, pushes them out with
nowhere to go. Others are displaced as
rental units are listed for sale. Whatever the
individual situation, the increased anxiety
weighs on people.

This sense of desperation goes beyond the
Habitat applicant. More people feel hopeless
about home thanks to rising rents, over-
crowded homes and unattainable free-mar-
ket homeownership. The people who make
the valley what it is are leaving.

This is where, together, we can continue
on the path of building strong foundations.
You may have received the Eagle River Val-
ley Household and Employee Survey in your
mailbox in the past few weeks. Please take it.

Eagle County, led by the town of Avon,
is working on a housing needs assessment
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The kids
are alright

adies and gentlemen, let’s talk about
why “The Kids Are Alright!”
‘When we look around us, we often

hear concerns about the younger gen-
eration. Are they capable? Are they resilient?
Are they going to be alright? Old curmud-
geons might shake their heads while mutter-
ing “kids these days.”

The phenomenon of older generations
complaining about younger generations has
been a constant throughout history. This can
be seen in various mediums such as popular
songs, movies and TV shows. For instance,
the English rock band The Who’s song, Da-
vid Letterman’s famous line “Hey! You kids
get off my lawn!” or Clint
Eastwood’s character in
the movie “Gran Torino”
telling neighborhood
kids to “get off my lawn!”
are all examples of this.
Popular culture often
perpetuates stereotypes
and generalizations

. about younger genera-
Ch,"s Romer tions that paint them in
Vail Va”ey_ a negative light.
Partnership This generation gap

leads to differences in

values, attitudes and
behaviors. Older generations often find it
challenging to understand or relate to the
preferences and habits of younger genera-
tions. People often romanticize the past and
view their own experiences and upbringing
through rose-tinted glasses.

As people age, they tend to think that
younger generations are lacking certain
qualities or experiences that they associate
with their youth, leading to criticism or com-
plaints. However, it’s important to under-
stand that every generation has its unique
perspectives, strengths and contributions to
society. Rather than focusing on complaints
or criticisms, it’s crucial to foster intergener-
ational understanding, empathy and collab-
oration to bridge the gap and create a more
harmonious society.

But let me tell you something — the kids
are not just alright, they are extraordinary.
They are resilient, creative and filled with
boundless potential. Today’s kids are growing
up in a rapidly changing world, and they are
masters of adaptation. They embrace tech-
nology, innovation and change like no gener-
ation before them. They don’t just survive in
this fast-paced world, they thrive in it.

Like generations before them — yes, you
too were once this way — the imagination
of our youth knows no bounds. They see the
world with fresh eyes, unencumbered by pre-
conceived notions or limitations. They are
the innovators, the dreamers, the ones who
will shape the future with their bold ideas
and creative solutions.

Despite facing numerous challenges, to-
day’s kids exhibit remarkable resiliency. They
possess the strength to overcome adversity,
the courage to confront their fears, and the
determination to keep pushing forward.
They recognize that failure is not a setback
but a stepping stone toward success.

The younger generation of today is highly so-
cially conscious and passionate about making a
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and action plan. This survey is a coun-
ty-wide collaboration and will help estab-
lish community baseline data. It will help
us qualify for state and federal funding to
help make good decisions to increase af-
fordable housing stock in our community.

The last survey was conducted in 2018,
which feels like another lifetime ago. Since
then, we have had a global pandemic, an
influx of remote workers who earn income
outside of our local economy and a signif-
icant rise in interest rates. It is a different
world.

The 2018 needs assessment estimated
there will be 7,150 new jobs created by
2025 with a need for 5,900 housing units.
Guess what? We aren’t there. Conditions
have changed and the need continues to
Srow.

To get the best results for our commu-
nity and to capture the true picture, we
need a diverse set of responses. This is a
grassroots effort to hear from the whole
community, first and second homeowners,
workforce, renters — everybody’s partic-
ipation will give the best result to inform
future decisions around land use and
housing development. Let your voice be
heard.

You can take the survey in English at
EagleHousingSurvey.org or in Spanish at
EagleHousingSurvey.org/es.

If you need help, reach out at 970-74:8-
6718 ext. 133. We can assist.

Elyse Howard is the director of development
at Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.

Learn more about Habitat Vail Valley

and our three-year plan, when we will
double our home-building efforts, at
HabitatVailValley.org.
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positive impact on the world. They are advo-
cates for change, champions of equality, and
ambassadors for justice. They understand the
power of their voice and are not afraid to use
it to create a better world for all.

We should not underestimate today’s
youth. Instead, let’s inspire, empower and
support them as they continue to show us
that they are capable of greatness. They are
the future, and we should do our best to

the upcoming TedX Vail Youth event on
Sunday, April 14, at 1 p.m., which will take
place at Battle Mountain High School.
During the event, the kids will discuss
important issues such as Al, grief, physical
abuse and surviving suicide. You can learn
more about the event at TEDxvail.com.

I hope you will join me there to witness
firsthand that the kids are alright and are
ready to conquer the world.

Chris Romer is president and CEO of
Vail Valley Partnership, the regional
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WE ARE PROUD TO WELCOME
Billy
Long

The LIV Sotheby’s International Realty Edwards office welcomes
Billy Long to its team of Vail Valley broker professionals!

“Happy to be hangin’ my spurs, and of course my
many hats, at LIV Sotheby’s. Looking forward to
building my brand under the amazing Sotheby’s
International Realty network.

have long been impressed with Sotheby's
marketing and industry expertise. | am excited
to collaborate with the outstanding team of
professionals in Colorado.”

Billy Long | 970.948.1333 | 34253 Highway 6, Suite 2A, Edwards, CO

chamber of commerce. Learn more at
f blong@livsothebysrealty.com | livsothebysrealty.com

help them succeed.

One way to support them is by attending  VailValleyPartnership.com.

Spring Clearance Sale going on NOW! SAVE 10% - 50%
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RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

Find Your

New Floor Today

Carpet

Area Rugs
Hardwood Floors
Waterproof Floors
In Stock Now

Professional Installation

With a Lifetime Guarantee

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972

810 Nottingham Road, Avon
970-949-5390 | ruggsbenedict.com

Shop early for the best selection - Carpet - Area Rugs - Hardwood & Waterproof Floors

FLOOR&HOME"




