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More free buses en route

Highway 6 and Minturn routes will go fare-free starting May 19, as will
the Valley route except for those getting on and off in Gypsum. A4
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more expensive or more
affordable? It depends.
SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL

Habitat for Humanity sets a
new fundraising record at
Carpenters’ Ball.

SEE PAGE A12.

REGION

Summit County skier dies af-
ter hitting a tree at Keystone
Resort. SEE PAGE A19.

art.?['&n
enter ment
Jam rockers moe. bring the
groove to Beaver Creek.
SEE PAGE A25.

WEATHER

Keller Labbe

{
Homestead Camp j , 3 : 4 R
Cloudy CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY
High 43; Low 19 — Weather A31 People dance during the Freeskier's Beach'n Apres Party Friday in Vail. The party included music and drink specials.

OPEN HOUSE TODAY « SATURDAY, MARCH 16™ FORADT RV TVE

2 -5PM 6 20
EOAM T[AzM

= BYREA TS —
130 MOUNTAIN RETREAT | ARROWHEAD
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Single-family home within steps of world-class skiing -

LiveBeaverCreek.com | 970.845.5810
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Habitat for Humanity breaks fundraising record

—

Annual Carpenters'’
Ball boasts its highest
turnout yet in effort to
build 16 homes this

spring

Tricia Swenson
tswenson@vaildaily.com

Over 500 people came to The
Hythe Vail for the annual Car-
penters’ Ball hosted by the local
chapter of Habitat for Humanity
and presented by Vail Resorts and
ANB Bank. The goal of the ball
is to raise funds needed to help
locals with affordable housing
solutions in Eagle County. That
funding gap was aided by the gen-

erosity of the community with the : £ = 2 ‘1)2 &

event raising over $960,000 for ' Sl
upcoming projects. ) ' /

“We are blown away by the | iy ="
generosity of this community,” . | ; g e
said Elyse Howard, development " & \J y O
director for Habitat for Humanity “ul\ ¥ . il P &
Vail Valley. “It’s amazing that we CHRIS KENDIG/COURTESY PHOTO
surpassed our goals with the paddle  The community showed up to support Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley at the nonprofit's annual fundraiser, the Carpenters' Ball, at The Hythe
raise. We had a few 'surprise’ major ~ Vail on Mar. 9.

gifts from donors that we didn’t ex-
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pect. It’s also so humbling toseeso ~ homeownership opportunities The local chapter started in of housing continues to make our community is complicated

many people participate in the pad-  between 2022 and 2024 — twice  the Vail Valley in 1995 and has national and local headlines, but  and expensive. That’s why Habi-

dle raise, from $50,000 to $100, all  as many as during the previous built 128 affordable homeown- Habitat for Humanity has the tat’s role as a nonprofit develop-

the gifts are so meaningful.” three years. $18 million is needed  ership opportunities in its 29- right tools to get the job done so er is critical for our community.
Habitat for Humanity Vail to fund this effort and before the  year history. But the need is still  just by donating, you can help Habitat has a proven track record

Valley is in the final year of event on March 9, $14.3 million there. Over 140 applications were  build homes without ever lifting  in our community, and we are

its Double Our Impact cam- of the $18 million goal had been submitted for the 16 homes at a hammer.

paign, which set out to build 46 raised. Stratton Flats in Gypsum. Lack “Building homeownership for CARPENTERS, A14

MINTURN NORTH
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Average Home Price

$2,580,000

TURN YOUR DREAM INTO A MOUNTAIN ADDRESS

Don't miss this rare opportunity to own a new, single-family
home and the authentic mountain lifestyle you deserve.

+ Backcountry ski-in access - Stroll or ride from your
from Vail Mountain via the home to Vail and beyond
legendary “Minturn Mile” on the newly constructed

Eagle County Trail
- Walk to restaurants and

shopping in historic Minturn - Enjoy sunshine and
panoramic sunset views

- Take a serene hike up the over Meadow Mountain

scenic Game Creek Trail

Visit Our Showroom at:
225 Main St. Suite C-101 | Edwards Riverwalk
Kraig Forbes (970) 390-3006 Taylor Hermes (512) 468-3012
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From page A12

very transparent about where the
funds will be used and what our goals
are,” Howard said. “I think the public
understands that we work very hard
to be a good fiduciary of all funds do-
nated to us.”

Those getting the house work hard,
too. Habitat for Humanity prides
itself on giving those in need a hand
up and not a handout. The families
aren’t given a home, they help build
their homes and then buy the home
at a zero or low-interest mortgage
that is no more than 30% of their
gross annual income.

“We are very passionate about cre-
ating opportunities for people to buy

a home and put down roots in our CHRIS KENDIG/COURTESY PHOTO

community,” Howard said. Tanya Solis, right, poses at the photo booth at the Carpenters’Ball. Solis is one
In 2023 the median sale price fora  of the recipients of a Habitat for Humanity home in Eagle County.

home in Eagle County was $1.2 mil-

lion. The average annual wage in Ea- —

gle County was $64,948. Habitat for AT R
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Located under the ice rink in.Beaver Creek Villlage | FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
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Humanity Vail Valley knows that its
work is ongoing. In January, Habitat
for Humanity Vail Valley solidified a
partnership with the town of Vail and
Eagle County to finance 10 new Hab-
itat homes at the Timber Ridge Re-
development in Vail and anticipates
those units will be sold to qualified
Habitat families in 2025. Securing
more land is also a very high priority
heading into 2024 and 2025.

The Carpenters’ Ball always has a
Western theme with many attendees
wearing cowboy boots and hats. The
attire at this year’s gala was amped up
a little with fringe and fur accents that
were suggested on the invitation. Par-
tygoers enjoyed a cocktail reception
with hats and hat designs by Antlers
and Rosé of Eagle, a branding bar by
Barit Brooks, signature cocktails, live
music and plenty of items to bid on
from trips to Hawaii to local restau-
rant gift cards. The paddle raise raised
$680,000. Once the team from Hab-
itat counted up all the sponsorships,
tickets and auction items, it wound up
with $960,000, a record for the Car-

ARPENTERS BALL
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CHRIS KENDIG/COURTESY PHOTO
Local band Evolution got the crowd moving on the dance floor after the auction
at the Carpenters’Ball, an annual benefit for Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.

penters’ Ball, which has been going on
for over two decades.

“Seeing the number of unique do-
nations really shows that the commu-
nity is behind Habitat’s work,” How-
ard said. “It truly takes a village to
build these homes. We are so grateful
for the community support.”

If you would like to learn about
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley and
hear more regarding build days that
you can participate in or other volun-
teer opportunities, go to HabitatVail-  Over 500 people attended the annual Carpenters’ Ball to raise money for

Ski Town café & Bar Valley.org. Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.

Healthy Homestyle Food
Without all the fuss!

Many gluten-free options. T |
Apretty . = : |
GROOVY Place! | j PRIME RIB SUNDAYS
14°? FITCH RANCH PRIME RIB
Bl'eakfaSt, Lunch & WITH POTATO & VEGETABLE %60
Dinner ¢ Every Day 5

LOCATED IN THE'CHARTER AT BEAVER CREEK | FREE ON-SITE PARKING

CHARIER
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A COLORADO KITCHEN

7am-9pm Daily | Bar is open late

EagleVail - 970.949.6393
routesixcafe.com - route6eafe.com

970.445.5995 | CHARTERSTEAKHOUSE.COM




