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LIGHT BETWEEN THE TREES

WEATHER
Ava Liles
Homestead Camp
Cloudy
High 52; Low 33—Weather A25

LOCAL
Vail’s connection to ‘Andy
Interrupted,’ the true story of
a murdered goose who wore
Nikes. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA2.

LOCAL
Eagle County School District
appeals preliminary 2023
school performance rating.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA4.

LOCAL
Police lobby moving down
one level as part of Town Hall
remodel in Gypsum. FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGEA14.

COMMENTARY
“A school mill levy override
and bond question demon-
strate a commitment to the
well-being of the communi-
ty’s teachers, students, and
families. Quality education
not only prepares students
for future success but also
enhances the overall quality
of life for residents.” FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGEA6.

Singling out second homes
Proposition HH would change how second homeowners are taxed in Colorado

— an idea that could persevere even if the ballot measure doesn’t. A3

OUR WORLD
Suspect in the fatal shooting
of 18 in Maine is still at large.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA26.

Parties and pumpkins: How
to celebrate Halloween in the
Vail Valley. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA20.

Colors light up the sky during sunset Tuesday in Avon. Snow and rain is forecasted this weekend.
CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY

#1
SLIFER SMITH
& FRAMPTON
REAL ESTATE
BROKER 2022**

*VBR MLS 1.1.22-12.31.22
**Company Closing Software

CATHERINE JONES COBURN
970.390.1706
CJones@Slifer.net
VisitTheVailValley.com

$97,694,000
2022 SALES VOLUME*

CHALET 10 | 61 CHATEAU LANE
Ski-in/Ski-out | Beaver Creek

5-bed | 5.5-bath
5,574 sq ft

$10,995,000

LEARN MORE

ULTIMATE LUXURY CHALET



B
uilding in 2023 has been going
gangbusters at Habitat Vail Valley.
To meet our aspirational goal of
increasing building capacity, we

have layered innovative solutions on top
of our traditional home-building model.
This year, that means we have
24 homes under construction,
16 of which are a modular pilot
program allowing us to build
three times as many homes in a
one-year period than our normal
on-average number.
Over a three-year period, we

are doubling our impact: build-
ing 40 homes and recycling six
with hardworking locals. This
is a lot for us — but it’s not
enough. Our application cycle
for homeownership just closed,
and we received 143 applications. That’s
not just a number: it is 143 families who
need and deserve a safe, affordable place
to live. These are locals who help keep
our community running, who have chil-
dren in our schools and who add to the
fabric of our community.
I love this time of year — the office

comes alive with families stopping in
and asking questions. We get to meet
those who may become future Habitat
homeowners. They come with such hope
and excitement. It reminds me why I
work for Habitat Vail Valley. But then I
am brought back to reality: These 143
applicants are hardworking members of
our community. They are teachers, retail
workers, bank tellers, construction work-
ers, police officers. They are people I see
at the grocery, you see at the rec center,
at school and out walking on the bike
path. Habitat Vail Valley very well may be
their last option as they look to deepen
their roots and find permanence in our
community
The number of applicants grows every

year. Where we used to get 30 to 50, we
are now consistently getting more than

100 people applying to help build their
homes. I wonder how we, the collective
we, are going to sustain this building
capacity.
We made the most of grants, diversified

funding and private donations with our
aspirational plan of doubling
our impact. We were awarded
once-in-a-generation funding
after COVID-19. That money
won’t be available in the future
which leaves us with the co-
nundrum of how to sustain this
building capacity without the
same level of state and feder-
al investment. And it’s not just
us — other nonprofit housing
developers across the country
ramped up their building but
now need to figure out the next

steps.
We are not alone: Permanently afford-

able for-sale housing is in short supply
across the country. With strong leader-
ship from our board and key stakehold-
ers, we are exploring creative ways to
maintain our increased capacity. We can’t
dial back our efforts now.
We will continue with our traditional

building program. But to maintain our
capacity increase we need to look to in-
cremental, innovative housing solutions.
We look to partner with new organi-

zations to build affordable homes. Our
partnership with Eagle County School
District has proven to be a lifeline for
teachers. Innovative solutions often start
as conversations. We’d love to chat about
how we can work together to build long-
term affordable housing.

Elyse Howard is the director of development
for Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.
Habitat is raising $18 million to double
the number of homes being built between
2022 and 2024, with the goal to help more
hardworking locals build their dreams and
homes.

Building solutions

A6 | Friday, October 27, 2023 | Vail Daily

Commentary
COLUMN

COLUMN

LOVE
“I never knew how to worship until I knew how
to love. “

Henry Ward Beecher

Elyse Howard
Habitat for
Humanity

FOUNDED BY JIM PAVELICH
& JONVAN HOUSEN
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S
ince 1994, Colorado’s School Finance
Act has been designed to ensure every
student in Colorado has the same
educational opportunity regardless

of where the student lives. Under the act,
the total per-pupil funding received by each
school district includes a “base” per-pupil
amount (base funding) that represents what
it takes to educate an average student in an
average district. The base amount is then

adjusted by “factors” that
account for unique local
circumstances such as
size, at-risk students in
the district, cost of living,
and personnel costs.
The School Finance

Act and school funding
are confusing. What
voters need to know is
that because education
funding in Colorado is
capped by the School
Finance Act and its
complicated formu-

la, Eagle County School District does not
receive a windfall from increased assessed
property values. As assessed values go
up the local share increases and the state
share decreases, resulting in ... you’ve got
it, no windfall for the district.
The total amount each school district

receives under the School Finance Act is
referred to as the “total program,” which
includes both the state share and the local
share. The local share is generated through
property taxes and specific ownership taxes
(vehicle ownership taxes).
State funding is expected to decrease

from 42% of the school district budget to
22% while local share is increasing from
55% to 75%. Along with the change in per-
centage contribution is a decrease to the
current mill levy overrides, resulting in a
total budget increase of just 4.3% despite
property values increasing at a much high-
er rate.
Voters in the Eagle County School Dis-

trict will be asked to vote on a mill levy and
a bond issue. The mill levy override (5A) is
to invest in people, programs, and services.
The bond (5B) is to invest in the mainte-
nance of schools and critical new facilities.
Vail Valley Partnership’s board of gover-

nors is proud to support and encourage a
“yes” vote on the mill levy and bond ques-
tions. We believe a high-quality education
system is the bedrock of a prosperous and
thriving community. Furthermore, a school
mill levy override and bond question
demonstrate a commitment to the well-be-
ing of the community’s teachers, students,
and families. Quality education not only

There is
no windfall

— ‘yes’
to school
measures

Chris Romer
Vail Valley
Partnership
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