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BEATING THEHEAT

BLM swamped with letters

LOCAL
Eagle County housing efforts
may benefit from a couple of
state grant programs.
SEE PAGEA2.

LOCAL
Vail’s 2023 Ford Park Master
Plan enters final stages of
planning. SEE PAGEA4.

WEATHER

Itzel Gonzalez
Red Hill Elementary
Cloudy
High 76; Low 46—Weather A24

Los Mocochetes brings
Chicano funk to Eagle’s
Showdown Town.
SEE PAGEA19.

Overwhelming response to proposed Public Lands Rule that could expand
access to outdoor recreation presents a difficult task for federal agency. A3

Snow still clings to the crevices in the peaks as temperatures increase.With highs in the 90s in Eagle, the shade of the trees around Sylvan Lake
State Park was a great place to cool off.

BEN ROOF/FOR THE VAIL DAILY

DESIGNER FURNISHED MODEL HOME
NOW OPEN FOR VIEWING

MODERN MOUNTAIN HOMES
FROM UNDER $2 MILLION

970.766.3223
MANGATPLASTICSURGERY.COM
1060 W BEAVER CREEK BLVD, AVONDAXXIFY® is a wrinkle treatment lasting

Ready for DAXXIFY®?
Make an appointment with

Liz Stone, PA-C and receive a special offer.

six to eight months
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Our future leaders
need affordable homes

Commentary
We’ve got
a lot of

progress to
make on
emissions

COLUMN

COLUMN

LOVE
“Don’t brood. Get on with living and loving. You
don’t have forever.”

Leo Buscaglia

M
y coworker shared what’s be-
coming a common story: A be-
loved community member, and
his wife, packed their condo and

moved away. He was one of those people
who made a difference: he was a teacher,
as was his wife. He coached at a local
gym, helped run camps for young
kids, and exuded positivity and ex-
citement. He had great energy and
made everyone around him smile.
Unfortunately, building a life here

on teacher salaries with a toddler
proved impossible. The condo they
rented was perfect when it was
just two of them, but as the fami-
ly expanded, they wanted stability
and space. With 30 homes listed in
Eagle with an average price of $1.52
million (and prices only exceedingly
more the further up valley one looks), and
the opportunity to buy affordably and build
equity elsewhere, the choice was obvious.
This anecdote is not uncommon and

leads to the question I have been asking
myself frequently: Who’s next? State lead-
ers, local organizations and local business-
es are looking to the next leaders. Who’s
next to take over director-level roles? It’s
not that we don’t have a talented work-
force, it’s that younger, middle managers
are leaving Eagle County at rates higher
than other age groups.
I presented a workshop on innovative

homeownership solutions at the Colora-
do Municipal League recently. Everyone,
from small-town leaders to large-city
managers, is searching for innovative
homeownership solutions, even as we re-
main thousands of units away from having
enough homes for our workforce.
Because of this dearth of affordable

homeownership opportunities, we are un-
able to keep people in our community. As
30-year-olds try to settle into their careers,
they are stymied. While there is space for
them to learn and grow at their jobs, there
isn’t the space for them to settle and thrive,

to find a mate, to buy a home, and to have a
place of their own.
We have to figure this out for our com-

munity. Leaders are retiring andmoving
on, opening career opportunities that could
solidify and build a career. But who’s here to

accept the next step? The lack
of housing negatively affects the
jobmarket two times: As people
move, it’s impossible to bring
in new recruits in large part
because of the lack of housing.
Valued employees are leaving
because affordable homeowner-
ship is nearly impossible.
Owning a home feels fur-

ther out of reach than it did
a few years ago. That’s where
Habitat for Humanity Vail
Valley comes into play. We are

building more homes and plan to continue
to partner to accelerate the rate we build.
Applications for the next round of eight
homes are open. Over the past years, we
have had an enormous uptick in the num-
ber of applications but we want to hear
from anyone who needs a home.
Owning a home builds wealth, provides

stability, transforms lives, improves health
and educational outcomes, and benefits
our communities. People who own their
homes have stronger ties to the neighbor-
hood and community.
Habitat homeowners are our community

builders.We have teachers, law enforcement
officers, behavioral health therapists and
early childhood educators in the homes they
helped build and pay for eachmonth. Home-
owners have gone back to college to advance
their careers. There are seemingly small
things that make a huge impact: a staircase;
an in-home washer and dryer; a fenced back-
yard and neighbors who become like family.
Applications are open for the next round

of Habitat homes. We want future home-
owners to apply, to reach out, to become

Elyse Howard
Habitat for
Humanity

O
n Monday, June 26, the Climate
Action Collaborative hosted its first
semi-annual stakeholder meeting
of 2023. CAC stakeholder meetings

are an opportunity to come together and
receive pertinent updates regarding CAC
progress and work, along with an education-
al presentation from an outside organization.
Stakeholder meetings are open to the public
and we encourage participation from all the
unique corners of our community.
One of the most important sessions during

the meeting, and argu-
ably the most anticipat-
ed from the community,
was a first look at the
2022 Eagle County
greenhouse gas emis-
sions inventory. Yearly
emissions inventories
are an opportunity to
measure our progress
against our greenhouse
gas reduction goals.
Clean Energy Economy
for the Region, a non-
profit in Garfield County,

has been producing our inventories for the
past couple of years. We heard a presentation
from the inventory’s author, Christina Matzl,
where she shared the data she’s collected so
far. The full emissions inventory will be fin-
ished and published soon.
Based on the emissions inventory, we

learned that buildings, both residential and
commercial, remain Eagle County’s highest
source of emissions, at 48%. Encouragingly,
building emissions have decreased 17% from
the 2014 baseline but did increase 6% be-
tween 2021 and 2022. Emissions increases
after the COVID-19 pandemic have been an
unfortunately common global trend.
Interestingly, natural gas emissions from

buildings have gone up 7% since 2021, de-
spite seeing a 72% increase in the cost of nat-
ural gas, further driving home the need for
an all-electric future. The Eagle County Code
Cohort’s effort to adopt sustainable building
codes will reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from new construction. Benchmarking and
building performance standards are one of
the most effective ways to decrease emissions
from existing building stocks.
The second largest source of emissions,

after buildings, is ground transportation, re-
sponsible for 41.8% of Eagle County’s emis-
sions. Since 2021, ground transportation
emissions have gone up 5%. It’s important to
note that in-county traffic, or trips that start
and end in Eagle County, account for only
25% of ground transportation emissions.
The other 75% comes from transportation in

Gina
McCrackin
Climate Action
Collaborative
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COMMENTARY

Definition of ‘on your left’
We had a bad accident on the Eagle Valley

trail on the way to Edwards last week.My
son, who is 18months out of back surgery,
was riding toward Edwards when we came
upon a family on their hotel-issued bikes.We
clearly called, “on your left” at the number
of bikers, and thenmoved to pass at about
10mph. One of the girls in the family, about
12 or so, took “on your left” as a directive to
move left causingmy son to have to veer left
at a bad point with a drop-off. This caused
him to wash out the front and go over the

handlebars. It was amoment of panic for me
knowing the condition of his back.
The other family, upon hearing me in-

quire about his back, made a hasty retreat.
In the end, it was just some nasty road
rash, a new helmet, and minor bike repair.
His back was OK.
I write this to remind our visiting fami-

lies to please take the time to get to know
the rules and etiquette of our wonderful
paths in the valley and to help prevent un-
necessary crashes in the future.

Peter Shirley
Avon

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

part of the Habitat family.
Who’s next? Eagle County School Dis-

trict, Eagle County, local police and fire
departments all need employees. Together,

we can be a part of the solution to create a
healthier local housing continuum.

Elyse Howard is the director of development
of Habitat Vail Valley. Learnmore about
building homeownership opportunities and
apply to partner to build an affordable home.

WRITE A LETTER
The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that are 300 words or less. Letters must include the
author’s name, hometown, affiliation (if any) and phone number (for verification purposes only).
The decision to print any submission is at the discretion of the Vail Daily editor. Send your letter
to letters@vaildaily.com

WRITE A COLUMN
What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the community. What’s going well,
not so well? Send your submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a column, you
are granting permission for the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. Email Nate Peterson at
npeterson@vaildaily.com for more information.

HOWARD
FrompageA6
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NO MATTER WHAT
ADVENTURES THE DAY BRINGS

RETURNING HOME
IS JUST AS EXCITING

AMENITIES AS ENDLESS
AS THE OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

970.445.4615
FrontgateAvon.com

To preview the newly completed designer-furnished
residence or learn more about Frontgate | Avon, visit the

Sales Gallery located next to Starbucks in Avon.

This does not constitute an offer to sell nor the solicitation of an offer to purchase made in any jurisdiction nor made to residents
of any jurisdiction, including New York, where registration is required. The Project is under development and is not yet complete.
The depictions and design of the Project as shown are based on current development plans. Development plans and all
improvements, features, land uses, amenities, floor plans, specifications, furnishings, trim, and other information shown here or
in any renderings, illustrations, photos, simulated views, graphic images, maps, or other visual depictions are illustrative
only and may be changed without notice. No guarantees are made that the Project will be constructed, or if constructed,
that the Project will be built, used, operated, or sold in conformance with this information. All rights reserved.

When it comes to delivering non-stop entertainment for
everyone in the family, Frontgate | Avon overdelivers in ways
the Vail Valley has never seen before. Indoor and outdoor
gathering spaces, a sprawling outdoor aquatics center, a

private fitness center, ski lockers, Adventure shuttles to Vail
and Beaver Creek, and a family adventure zone—packed
with virtual reality games, golf simulator, and much more.

NEW
RESIDENCES

JUST RELEASED

New 2-, 3-, 4- and 5-Bedroom Residences
starting from $1,925,000


