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SKY IS THE LIMIT

‘1,000 units by 2027’

LOCAL
Minturn residents get a look
at take-it-or-leave-it Battle
Mountain settlement deal.
SEE PAGEA3.

LOCAL
Holocaust survivor shares his
harrowing story of evading
Nazis with Vail audience.
SEE PAGEA4.

COMMENTARY
“Two years ago it was the
Pacific Northwest. This year it’s
Phoenix. Is there any reason to
believe that Colorado will be
exempt?” SEE PAGEA6.

WEATHER

Santiago Escobar
Red Hill Elementary School
Cloudy
High 75; Low 48—Weather B8

Vail approves over $6M in land purchases from CDOT for deed-restricted
housing as it tackles ambitious goals for increasing stock of affordable units. A2

The MilkyWay peeks through the cloudsWednesday near Radium. The night was a NewMoon, leaving the stars quite vibrant when there were
no clouds.
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The Head and The Heart de-
liver two nights of joy at The
Amp. SEE PAGEA5.

#1
SLIFER SMITH
& FRAMPTON
REAL ESTATE
BROKER 2022**

*VBR MLS 1.1.22-12.31.22
**Company Closing Software

CATHERINE JONES COBURN
970.390.1706
CJones@Slifer.net
VisitTheVailValley.com

$97,694,000
2022 SALES VOLUME*

CHALET 10 | 61 CHATEAU LANE
Ski-in/Ski-out | Beaver Creek

5-bed | 5.5-bath
5,268 sq ft

$10,995,000

LEARN MORE

ULTIMATE LUXURY CHALET

VAIL’S MOST EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES...
970-476-1987VIEW VIDEOS



A
recent Colorado Health Foundation
study showed housing affordability as
a top concern for Coloradans. Hous-
ing affordability and the cascade of

issues that it creates for our communities are
well known.

A fewweeks ago, the Vail
Daily ran an article explain-
ing the affordability gap
that exists between what
the average Eagle County
worker salary can afford
versus themedian home
sale price in Eagle County.
The CliffsNotes version:
Themedian home sale price
is over $750,000more than
what an average household
can afford.
These stories are import-

ant as they reinforce whyHabitat for Human-
ity Vail Valley is set on doubling the number of
homes we build during the three-year cycle of
2022-2024. I am here to remind you that we are
making progress, and there aremore opportuni-
ties for housing solutions on the horizon.
Once-in-a-generation funding from the Amer-

ican Rescue Plan Act to date has yielded a $5.2
million investment in Eagle County housing
infrastructure on three projects totaling 95 units:
Habitat Vail Valley’s Third Street, Haymeadow in
Eagle, and ColoradoMountain College’s apart-
ment project in Edwards. Of those 95 units, 59
are affordable homeownership. This is trans-
formational for our community.We are thrilled
with this start, but there’s more work to be done.
What can we do to increase access to afford-

able housing for our community? The time is
now for towns to opt into Proposition 123. Back
in November, voters passed the ballot initiative
funding Prop 123 without raising taxes; the
success is dependent upon local governments
participating.
Prop 123 could be a continuation of the

once-in-a-generation funding that has allowed
us to triple our building efforts in 2023, and to
ultimately build 46 new homes over a three-
year period. Funding from Prop 123 will help
the community work toward solutions along the
entire housing continuum.
We are constantly looking for new solutions

and think it’s important to opt in— it gives
towns onemore tool in their toolkit to fund
home construction.Why wouldn’t we take this
opportunity for action?
We urge our local governments to opt into

Prop 123. Access to this funding source is an
opportunity that will help us buildmore units
and will openmore doors to community partner-
ship. Creatingmore affordable housing stock is a
heavy lift. The opportunity for creative funding is
key for future building.We don’t knowwhat we
may be forgoing, as a community, if we don’t opt
into Prop 123.
The deadline to opt in for this three-year fund-

ing cycle, up to $151M, is Nov. 1. Governments
must commit to increasing their affordable
housing stock by 3% in each year of the three-
year cycle of the program and create a fast-track
approval process. Prop 123 is funded from 0.1%
taxable income each year. That’s estimated to be

T
his summer’s coolish, wettish
weather along Colorado’s northern
Front Range, home to two-thirds of
Colorado’s nearly 6 million resi-

dents, has been delightful. Denver’s tem-
perature didn’t crack 90 until well into July
and hasn’t broached 100 as of mid-August.
I’m uneasy. This is not normal.Weather

varies, but our climates have been warming
briskly. July was the hottest ever for planet
Earth.When will it be our turn to
be part of the bonfire?
Phoenix has been burning. This

summer’s 31 consecutive days with
temperatures surpassing 110 degrees
broke the old record of 18 days.
I’ve been in 103-degree heat. It

was unpleasant. I cannot imag-
ine Phoenix’s all-time high of 122
degrees.
Don’t trip. In such heat, merely

falling down onto the pavement can
produce burns, as if you had stuck
your hand in a campfire. During
that streak, CNN reported that half the pa-
tients in the Arizona Burn Center’s ICU had
been burned because of falling to the ground.
Overnight lowsmay bemore important

than daytime highs. By late July, Phoenix had
17 consecutive days of 90-plus minimums.
One overnight low was 96 degrees.
Climate Central’s Andrew Pershing says

these rising nighttime temperatures can be
more directly tied to global climate change
than daytime temperatures.
“The low temperatures we are seeing

overnight in the Southwest this summer are
shockingly high, and that is very much an
impact of climate change,” he said recently on
a SciLine webinar.
“This is not normal,” said Pershing, an

oceanographer by training. “But it is not sur-
prising. This is what we predicted 20 to 30
years ago. It’s a newworld, and we are going
to see change until we get our emissions of
greenhouse gases under control.”
Where in the United States would be least

affected by climate change? The Northern
Great Plains andMidwest have been spared
major impacts, he said. So far, that is.
“That’s an area where it would be easy to

say that it seems safe now, but it’s probably
not as safe as it appears,” Pershing added.

The 2021Western North American heat
wave was extraordinary. In British Columbia,
the village of Lytton in June 2021 had three
days of extreme heat, including a Canadian
record of 121 degrees. Green leaves fell from
trees. Hours later fire erupted.Most of the
hamlet vanished withinminutes. In Oregon
and elsewhere, people without air condition-
ing literally baked to death. The death toll
exceeded 1,400 people. Scientists concluded

that the warming climatemakes
such heat domes 150 timesmore
likely.
Jeff Goodell, in his new book,

“TheHeatWill Kill You First,”
examines the human physiology.
We can tolerate heat, but just to
a point. Heat actually kills more
people than floods or hurricanes. It
hits those without air conditioning
or whomust work outdoors the
hardest. Prepubescent children
and those who are older and with
pre-existing conditions aremore

susceptible. There’s ample, tragic evidence
even younger, virile people can die of heat
stroke.
Could next year bring something resem-

bling the 2021 heat dome to Colorado?
“I don’t know of any specific predictions

about heat waves in Colorado,” says Pershing.
“However, I think it’s pretty clear after the
last few summers that no place is safe from
unusual and dangerous heat.”
In Fort Collins, the Colorado state climatol-

ogist is more cautious.
“The Pacific Northwest heat dome in 2021

fell so far outside of what had been observed
historically that those kinds of events are like-
ly to remain extremely rare, even in a warm-
ing climate,” says Russ Schumacher. “But
even if we don’t see something that extreme
in Colorado, the frequency and intensity of
summer heat is almost certain to increase in
the future.”
Indeed, parts of southern and southwest-

ern Colorado had their warmest July ever.
Because of heat and drought, maps of the
Colorado River Basin altogether— including
Western Colorado— show a welt of purple.
An updated Climate Change in Colorado

Will next year bring
killer heat?
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” I know the joy of fishes in the river through my
own joy, as I go walking along the same river.”
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Humanity
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COMMENTARY

report, now being revised after peer review,
will show projections of a very large increase
in heat waves across Colorado as the climate
continues to warm, says Schumacher. “At
the same time, cold waves in the winter are
projected to decrease in frequency, but not
by nearly as much as the heat waves will
increase. So it is a very asymmetric change,
where we will still see extreme cold at a pretty
regular pace, but extreme heat will increase
by a lot.”
Scientists that Goodell talked with find it

plausible that all-time temperature records
could be shattered by 5 to 10 degrees. Grand
Junction’s 107 degrees this summer tied its
all-time record. Howwould it do at 115 de-
grees? Howwould the San Luis Valley potato
harvest fare if Alamosa had 105 degrees?
Colorado had 1.34million acres planted in
corn in 2022.
“Of all the commercial food crops, corn

may be themost vulnerable to heat,” says
Goodell.

Planning for rising heat is underway.
Pavement and concrete in cities create a well-
known heat island effect. Trees buffer this
effect. Canmetro Denver retain its tree cover
even while using less water? Can the electri-
cal grid handle the surge in demand caused
by air conditioning?
Real estate developers seem to expect

higher temperatures. New housing inWin-
ter Park, elevation 9,100 feet, now has air
conditioning.When I worked there 40 years
ago, most of us would have thought that
preposterous.
Phoenix, Los Angeles, andMiami/Dade

County all have heat departments, to coor-
dinate responses. Seems crazy now, but will
Denver someday have a heat office, too?
Given what the science tells us about rising

temperatures, I suggest it might make sense.
Crazy would be thinking that this year’s cool-
ness is the norm.

Allen Best publishes Big Pivots, which
covers climate change and the energy and
water transitions in Colorado and beyond.
Read more at BigPivots.com.

$151million in 2024.
Access to incremental and diverse funds

allowedHabitat to say yes to new building
models; it allowed us tomove forward with
themodular project on Third Street. Unique
partnerships have allowed us tomeet more
homeowners, to help them build their lives in
Eagle County. Creative funding leads to cre-
ative solutions and it’s the way of the future.

I urge the towns and the county to be a cat-
alyst to increase access to affordable housing.
It’s been a hot topic for at least two decades.
Now is the time to act. Together we canmake
meaningful investments in our housing
infrastructure

Elyse Howard is the director of development
at Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley. She
is involved with advocacy efforts to help
increase affordable housing stock along the
entire housing continuum.
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Find Your
New Floor Today
We Can Install
Right Away!

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

810 Nottingham Road, Avon
970-949-5390 ruggsbenedict.com

Hundreds of Choices In Stock Now

Carpet
Area Rugs

Hardwood Floors
Waterproof Floors

Professional Installation with a
Lifetime Installation Guarantee

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972

Brunch&Bubbles

Sundays from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Flame Restaurant Reservations

available on OpenTable.

Join us for Sunday Brunch at Flame Restaurant. Enjoy
signature brunch dishes such as Colorado Steak & Eggs, as

well as a custom tableside BloodyMary and a wide selection of
champagne mimosas.

Enjoy a complimentary mimosa upon arrival with mention of the Vail Daily.


