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WEATHER
Jenna Hollis
Red Hill Elementary
Sunny
High 72; Low 39—Weather A18

LOCAL
Eagle County students are re-
quired to be in school among
the fewest days in Colorado.
SEE PAGEA2.

LOCAL
It’s vaccine time in Eagle
County, but free shots are no
longer the norm.
SEE PAGEA4.

COMMENTARY
“Having our critical workforce
living in Glenwood Springs,
Leadville, Oak Creek, or
beyond is not a sustainable
option for our teachers,
firefighters, law enforcement
officers and health care work-
ers.” SEE PAGEA6.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Eagle County prep mountain
bikers take on Cloud City
Challenge in Leadville.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA21.

Dude, here’s my car
Avon, Minturn, Vail and Eagle County are seeking a vendor to build and launch

a regional car share network to cut down on traffic and emissions. A3

OUR WORLD
Judge rules Donald Trump de-
frauded banks, insurers while
building real estate empire.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA19.

Underground Sound series
continues on Thursday with
The Bros. Landreth.
SEE PAGEA13.

Mikaela Shiffrin answers questions submitted by Eagle County students during a question and answer in partnership with Education Foundation of
Eagle County onTuesday at theWestin Riverfront Resort and Spa in Avon. Shiffrin enlightened guests onwhat it takes to be aworld-class ski racer
and all that comeswith it.
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NEW LISTING

Individual Total Sales Volume 2022*

TYE STOCKTON
#1 Real Estate Broker in Vail
2018-2022*

#1

*Rankings by Sales Volume, Vail Board of Realtors MLS. 1.122 to 12.31.22

$144M+

Unparalleled Views,
Directly Across from Vail Mtn.
738 Sandy Lane, Vail
4 BD 4,849 SF $10,500,000 738SandyLane.com
TYE STOCKTON 970.471.2557 tye@tsgvail.com



A
ging in place can mean remain-
ing in your home or your com-
munity and this is something
many of us aspire to do. The

benefits of growing old in familiar sur-
roundings, among family and friends, are
well documented and include decreased
loneliness, increased social
engagement, and a sense
of comfort and familiarity
that comes from remain-
ing close to loved ones.
Previously, many seniors

in our community were
forced to relocate to care
facilities outside Eagle
County when their health
care needs evolved. That
changed in 2016 with the
opening of Castle Peak
Senior Care Center. Castle
Peak was the first and re-
mains the only facility in our community
providing assisted living, short-term re-
habilitation, long-term care, and memory
care with 22 skilled nursing beds, 20 as-
sisted living apartments, 12 memory care
beds, and 10 transitional care units.
Castle Peak is a much-needed resource

for our community, providing compas-
sionate, quality care. It has been an im-
portant part of the health care landscape
in our area for the past seven years — a
testament to the community’s commit-
ment to its seniors. It is also a boon to
our economy, by keeping those commu-
nity members and the associated jobs in
Eagle County.
When Cassia, the nonprofit organi-

zation that owns and operates Castle
Peak, approached us about the financial
strain it is facing, we were concerned and

sympathetic. It resonated deeply with
us. Transparency is one of the county’s
guiding principles, and we appreciated
Cassia’s open and honest explanation of
its current situation. Like many busi-
nesses, it struggles to attract and retain
employees due in part to the high cost of

living in the mountains.
In order to fill skilled staff
positions, it needs to pay
more and often hire care-
givers from other areas,
substantially increasing
their operating costs.
In a refrain familiar

to many local business-
es, Cassia’s difficulty in
filling staff positions only
intensified following the
pandemic, with traveling
nurses often accounting
for the majority of the

skilled nursing staff positions. Although
it was able to attract staff from outside
the U.S. to alleviate the staffing strain,
many of those nurses left due to the high
cost of housing. Recently, Cassia’s ability
to increase the hourly wage for some of
its staff has stabilized its staffing.
The county strategic plan articulates

our mission to create a better Eagle
County for all. We take this solemn obli-
gation seriously, especially in the case of
our most vulnerable residents, including
our seniors. Castle Peak is a cherished
community asset and we appreciate Cas-
sia’s financial and operational support
since the center’s opening. When Cassia
asked for additional investment from
the county to continue its high level of

Why the county is
supporting Castle Peak
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A
few weeks ago U.S. Highway 6 and
I-70 shut down in both directions
for hours due to a traffic acci-
dent that ignited a wildland fire

causing gridlock, headaches and worry.
The responses ranged from outrage at the
inconvenience to concern for the drivers to
patient understanding.
We are so grateful for the firefighters

and law enforcement officers who worked
to keep the fire from spreading and the
incident from becoming a life-ending event.

As everyone pivoted
and rearranged plans,
it became abundantly
clear (if it hadn’t already
been) that the layout of
our valley can be prob-
lematic beyond traffic
snarls.
The majority of our

workforce, including
the firefighters, first
responders and law
enforcement officers
who we rely on to keep

us safe, live downvalley — Eagle, Gyp-
sum and further west. Until recently these
homes were more affordable for young
families. They could buy a home in Eagle
or Gypsum.
The pandemic hit and homes that once

were within reach doubled (or more) in
value and suddenly were not attainable.
This traffic accident highlighted some of
the issues created when a critical work-
force does not live near their work. For
now, most of our workforce lives downval-
ley, but what happens when they are priced
out and pushed farther away? Having
our critical workforce living in Glenwood
Springs, Leadville, Oak Creek, or beyond is
not a sustainable option for our teachers,
firefighters, law enforcement officers and
health care workers.
This forced migration is worrisome, but

we’re focused on solutions. I applaud all
the organizations that are making strides to
help with increasing the number of hous-
ing units. I believe firmly in the benefits of
homeownership — but before one owns a
home, one needs a place to rent. Maybe a
shared unit before someone finds their own
place.
Right now, there’s nowhere near enough

places to buy or rent. People who are rent-
ing and may be ready to purchase a home
can’t since there are no “starter” homes
in Eagle County. Empty nesters who may
want to downsize and sell their family
home can’t — there are no moderately
priced smaller homes. Add with the 7%-
plus interest rates and there isn’t mobility;
there isn’t movement along the housing
continuum.
We can’t put the onus of building more

Staying
focused on
building

community

Elyse Howard
Valley Voices

Kathy Chandler-Henry,
JeanneMcQueeney
andMatt Scherr

Valley Voices

HOWARD,A7COUNTY,A7



service and care, we were happy to
continue to work in partnership at
Castle Peak.
We, therefore, approved a sup-

plemental budget appropriation

designed to help Castle Peak keep
serving our community. We are
not just investing money — we are
investing in our community’s heart
and shared future. We believe this
is a worthy investment in a commu-
nity asset, and we hope this funding
will help Castle Peak attract and

retain the talented staff it needs to
continue to thrive and serve our
community.

Kathy Chandler-Henry, Jeanne
McQueeney, and Matt Scherr serve
on the Eagle County Board of
Commissioners.

homes on any one employer, govern-
ment or organization. We need to
figure out how to build more homes
together. How do we foster condi-
tions to partner to increase movement
along the housing continuum, pro-
moting social and economic mobility?
The conversation is shifting; fund-

ing is coming together. As we — the
collective we — are building, we
have the chance to determine what
we want the future of housing in
Eagle County to look like. We can
be thoughtful and creative now for
a bolder housing future. We have
limited resources and as we build we
should plan for the next phase and

what our community will look like.
We are working on housing solu-

tions together. Colorado Mountain
College is getting ready to open up
its apartments. Coming soon to
the rental market are Eagle County
School District’s Miller Flats. Vail
Health has 87 rental units coming
on the market. The town of Vail is
accepting renters for the Residents
at Main Vail. Eagle County is in the
planning phase of a development
with homeownership opportunities
in West Eagle.
I am excited about these proj-

ects and the way they can lead to a
healthy housing continuum. As we
celebrate new rental projects, we
also have to think about how renters
can move toward buying a home.

Homeownership does so much: it
builds equity, it increases the number
of permanent residents — the people
who will settle down here, build a
life, and grow in their careers.

Elyse Howard is the director
of development at Habitat for
Humanity Vail Valley. Learn more
about Habitat Vail Valley’s home-
building efforts, doubling its building
production — starting 46 homes in
the three-year period. In 2023, there
are 24 homes under construction –
16 modular homes in Eagle and 8 in
Stratton Flats. Habitat homeowners
work 250 sweat equity hours
building their homes and the homes
of their neighbors. Get involved at
Habitatvailvalley.org.
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WRITE A LETTER
The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that are 300 words
or less. Letters must include the author’s name, home-
town, affiliation (if any) and phone number (for verification
purposes only). The decision to print any submission is at the
discretion of the Vail Daily editor. Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com

WRITE A COLUMN
What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of
the community. What’s going well, not so well? Send your
submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a
column, you are granting permission for the Daily to publish
it on the paper’s website. Email Nate Peterson at npeterson@
vaildaily.com for more information.

Vail Daily | Wednesday, September 27, 2023 | A7

Find Your
New Floor Today
We Can Install
Right Away!

RUGGS BENEDICT
We Know Floors

810 Nottingham Road, Avon
970-949-5390 ruggsbenedict.com

Hundreds of Choices In Stock Now

Carpet
Area Rugs

Hardwood Floors
Waterproof Floors

Professional Installation with a
Lifetime Installation Guarantee

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972

BOOK YOUR APPO I N TMEN T TODAY !

KELLY CAREY, RDH & HEIDI TELLES, RDH

970.445.2100 | PUREDENTALVAIL.COM
b r a n d e s s b u i l d i n g

2077 north frontage rd , ste 101 va il

• adult &
child
cleanings

• digital
x-rays

• periodontal
assessments

• laser teeth
whitening

appointments
available
before

year’s end!

CELEBRATE YOUR JUDAISM

Aleph Art Room empowers
kids to tap into their talents
while connecting to their
Jewish identity. Join now for
access to the freshest Jewish
events out there!

Chabad JCC • JewishVail.com • 970.476.7887


