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WEATHER
Annie Wachendorfer
Stone Creek Charter School
Cloudy
High 16; Low 2—Weather A19

LOCAL
Avon’s Shift Bike share pro-
gram and town-wide rebate
program are steadily gaining
traction in the community.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A5.

LOCAL
Eagle County’s Bold Housing
Moves project includes
roughly 1,700 units currently
somewhere between plan-
ning, government approval
and construction.
SEE PAGEA3.

LOCAL
Town of Vail is getting ready
to roll out a new compensa-
tion and benefits program
and strategy in February.
SEE PAGEA4.

COMMENTARY
“The work we will do in this
legislative session will help
Colorado take steps toward
a future in which the costs
of living are more affordable
and make life for Coloradans
even better.” SEE PAGEA6.

Mikaela claims the crown
A brilliant giant slalom earns Mikaela Shiffrin her 83rdWorld Cup win,

surpassing Lindsey Vonn to become the winningest female ski racer ever. A2

OUR WORLD
Documents with classified
markings were discovered in
former Vice President Mike
Pence ‘s Indiana residence last
week. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGEA20.

Mikaela Shiffrin wears a crown as she celebrates on the podium after winningTuesday’sWorld Cup giant slalom in Kronplatz, Italy. It was Shiffrin’s
18th career giant slalom victory.
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B
eing your state representative is
truly the honor of a lifetime. The
first few days at the State Capitol
were filled with excitement and

hope. On Jan. 9, all newly-elected legislators
were sworn in, and we now have a majori-
ty female state legislature for the first time
in Colorado history. We also elected Julie
McCluskie, another Western Slope repre-
sentative from Summit County, to Speaker
of the House.
We immediately got to work in-

troducing legislation to make a dif-
ference. My first bills will address
issues including teacher licensure,
agricultural job opportunities, af-
fordable housing, rural broadband
access, solar gardens, and water
quality. Each issue and solution is
intertwined with other sectors that
directly impact our community.
In fact, addressing the broad-

band access limitations is the
priority of my first bill moving
through the State House. HB23-
1051 will help get resources and funding to
improve rural broadband services, and we
will be able to provide higher-quality broad-
band access to rural communities. Increas-
ing rural broadband access will create jobs,
allow remote work, facilitate virtual learning
for students, and increase the accessibili-
ty of emergency services. As I experienced
teaching high school during the COVID-19
pandemic, access to high-quality broadband
is no longer a luxury — it is a necessity.
Throughout the week, committees heard

from the departments with whom we work.
As a member of the Agriculture, Natural
Resources, andWater Committee, we heard
updates from the Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Natural Resources.
As a member of the Education Committee,
we heard from the Department of Educa-
tion, the Department of Early Childhood,
and the Department of Higher Education.
I am confident that we are heading in the
right direction in these sectors.
We commemoratedMartin Luther King,

Jr. by passing a joint resolution. As a history
and government teacher, my students and I
would discuss his speeches and writings at

length. His vision and advocacy for equality
and justice made such a positive impact on
American history, and we are forever grate-
ful for his leadership and courage.
On Jan. 17, we heard from Gov. Jared Polis

during the 2023 State of the State address
during which we heard about the governor’s
plans for affordable housing, affordable
health care, and environmental protections.
Colorado is seeing some of the fastest job

growth in the country with busi-
nesses of all sizes setting up shop
here, and our unemployment rate
sits well below the national aver-
age. While Colorado is heading in
a great direction, life is still diffi-
cult for too many members of our
community. It should not be so
hard to just scrape by in our state.
Families should be able to not just
survive but thrive.
The work we will do in this leg-

islative session will help Colora-
do take steps toward a future in
which the costs of living are more

affordable and make life for Coloradans
even better.
During the start of the session, I also had

the opportunity to attend numerous legisla-
tive receptions, hosted by groups such as the
Colorado Restaurant Association, Colorado
Chamber of Commerce, and the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Association. I believe that build-
ing bipartisan relationships is essential in
order to best represent Northwest Colorado.
By working with leaders from our own com-
munity, we can address our unique concerns
with unique solutions.
In my new role, I have made it a priority

to be an advocate for theWestern Slope,
especially for our communities in Northwest
Colorado. By working with other Western
Slope legislators including Speaker Mc-
Cluskie, Sen. Dylan Roberts, and Rep. Eliz-
abeth Velasco, we will be able to get results
for issues unique to our regions such as the
quality of rural schools and the need for wa-
ter protection, among many others.
All this work will not be done overnight.

It will take long hours and hard work. It will

The Western Slope way
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A
well-laid foundation at Habitat Vail
Valley means tripling housing starts
for the community this year.
Right around the New Year, I

skinned up Vail Mountain with my fami-
ly. What a way to welcome in the New Year.
Under a large moon with my boys, I felt a
sense of peace, gratitude and spectacularly
out of breath. We talked about resolutions. I
am not a huge resolution person. I set goals
and go about attaining them but as we chat-

ted, we agreed if you
want to make a change
— whether it’s exercise
more, be healthier, learn
a language or take up
gardening — just do it.
No fanfare. No grand ges-
ture. Show up each day,
take small steps — goal
achieved.
Habitat for Humanity

Vail Valley, I believe, is
very similar. We show up
for the community. We

listen, we engage, we see what is needed and
we are committed to delivering. We see that a
home is a foundation for everything — feeling
safe, able to learn, and a place to be physically,
emotionally and mentally fit.
The need for housing may never have been

greater than in the past few years. Our re-
sponse to the housing crisis? Let’s do more.
With the support of our board, our partners
and our families, we are starting three times
as many houses in 2023 than in the past.
We will build 16 homes in Eagle — 75% for
Eagle County School District families — and
eight homes in Gypsum. Altogether, those 24
homes starts are triple our annual production.
It’s daunting but we are poised to deliver. We
aren’t changing our strategies. Consistency is
our key, but we are increasing our efforts.
For us this is a marathon, not a sprint. In

1996, we built one home. That increased over
the years to four, then six, and for the past few
years, we have been able to partner with eight
families per year. We are so happy for the
eight families on their journey to housing sta-
bility. But this year, for 16 homes, we received
96 applications. Ninety-six. And we know
based on community feedback, the news and
social media, there are hundreds more who
need a home.
Over the past two years, we’ve advocated

for the once-in-a-generation funding avail-
able from the federal government. We have
worked to position ourselves with as many
shovel-ready projects as possible to maxi-
mize the opportunity to receive this funding
for our community and our stakeholders. We
are prepped to get the investment into our
community for hardworking locals who need
homes.
We set ourselves up to be able to respond to

the critical need of this moment. Our financials
are in order, our partners are committed, and
we are following the core values that guide our

No
resolutions,
just strong
future plans

Elyse Howard
Valley Voices
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take bipartisan collaboration between the 100 legislators
that have been sworn into the Colorado legislature. And
hearing from you makes it easier for me to represent your
interests and address your concerns.
Please contact me at repmeghanlukens@gmail.com and

be sure to follow me on Facebook and Instagram for imme-
diate legislative updates.

Meghan Lukens of Steamboat Springs is the representative
for Colorado’s House District 26, which encompasses Moffat,
Rio Blanco, Eagle, and Routt counties.

efforts. We are taking the time tomake good decisions using
relevant information, embracing our partnerships, and build-
ing consensus to triple the number of housing starts in 2023.
While we have built a solid foundation as permanently

affordable home builders, we aren’t afraid to ask for help.
For the past 18 months, we’ve worked closely with Fading
West Building Systems, a modular home builder to devel-
op a partnership to deliver homes faster. We’ve leaned on
lawyers, land planners and engineers. These long-term part-
ners are key in helping us move forward with families who
desperately want to stay in Eagle County, who want to work
here, raise families and build the fabric of our community.
We’re ready to build 24 homes in 2023. We will show

up every day to get the work done — strengthening our
community and building strong foundations. Join us as we
move forward: volunteer at the ReStore or on the job site,
attend the March 11 Carpenters’ Ball, shop at the ReStore, or
advocate for affordable housing in your town. Learn more at
HabitatVailValley.org.

Elyse Howard is the director of development at Habitat
for Humanity Vail Valley. Learn more about Habitat Vail
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or eight, or whatever other number you prefer. I can tell
you the anticipated length of direct examination for each
and every one of the witnesses and the estimated length of
cross-examination, both of which have been disclosed to the
court and shared with opposing counsel. Three plaintiffs’
witnesses will not appear in person but will participate by
video de bene esse deposition. The plaintiff will present four
expert witnesses. Two plaintiffs’ witnesses will be hostile or
adverse. Seventy-eight exhibits have been submitted by the
plaintiffs as evidence. The defendants have designated an
additional 112. I could go on. To exhaustion.
The point is this: All this stuff has been disclosed, re-

viewed, digested, negotiated, discussed, briefed, argued,
anguished over, wept in beers about, articulated in endless
pre-trial hearings, and ultimately entered by the Court. It
has been read, re-read, read standing on one’s head, read in
a mirror for secret meanings, played backward for nefarious
underpinnings like the Beatles’ White Album, dreamt about
in dreams of grandeur and in nightmares, mostly digested,
and mostly understood.
Counsel are primed and ready for the fight.
There will be surprises to be sure. Invariably, a witness

will say something she or he has never said before. Maybe
even something she or he has never thought of before. Light
will be shined in the dark recesses of the evidence. Someone
will put two and two together and make five. But like the
game of football, the dimensions of the field are known, the
players scouted, the training films digested, and the rules of
evidence and procedure committed to the limbic bundles of
the deep, deep, deep white matter of our brains.
Oh, a friend recently asked me, you already know how

long the trial will be?
Yep. That and a whole lot more.

Rohn K. Robbins is an attorney licensed before the Bars
of Colorado and California who practices Of Counsel in
the Vail Valley with the law firm of Caplan& Earnest,
LLC. His practice areas include business and commercial
transactions, real estate and development, family law,
custody, and divorce, and civil litigation. Robbins may
be reached at 970-926-4461 or at his email address at
Rrobbins@CELaw.com.
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the valley’s best selection!
casuals, smartloft, baselayers, socks

and accessories all available at

Join us after the
Minturn Mile for Après

Beer, wine and hot coffee and
tea cocktails.

Open 7 am to 6 pm daily.
Meadow Mountain Business Park, Minturn

A full flight of espresso drinks
Complemented by freshly

baked sweet and savory treats.

Serving beer and wine
Available for special events
Also visit us at our Beaver Creek Cafe and our new
Dumont/Downieville Cafe off I-70 exit 234 (formally Starbucks)
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