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Steady hands, all heart

Dr. Richard Steadman, who revolutionized orthopedic surgery and operated
on countless star athletes, leaves a legacy of humility and generosity. A2

LOTS OF SNOW

CHRIS DILLMANN/VAIL DAILY
People walk along the recreation path in heavy snowfall Friday in Avon. Snow has caused multiple traffic accidents around the valley.

LOCAL

SOS Outreach alumnae de-
sign limited edition Nordica
skis to support organization’s
mission. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A3.

REGION

The White River National
Forest is seeking public
comments on its proposal

to redesign and reconstruct
sections of the Hanging Lake
Trail. FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A20.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
SSCV and Team Summit
skiers Rose Horning and
Nina Schamberger will
compete at the World Junior
Championships in Whistler
next week. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A25.

WEATHER

Makaylee Sirois

Stone Creek Charter School
Cloudy

High 25; Low 9 — Weather B8
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2-bed, 2-bath, 1,824 Sq.Ft.
Exquisite, Mountain Contemporary Retreat
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LOVE

“Lovers have a right to betray you... friends dont.”
Judy Holliday
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QUPER VILLAWG...

WE'LL TAKE THE
DEBT CEILING AND
USE ITTO CRUSH THE
WORLD ECONOMY!

COLUMN

You can’t hold sway
from the grave

dmit it. Admit it, for crying out

loud. We sure had a blast, didn’t

we? The ’60s baby. The Smothers

Brothers, Twiggy, Tiny Tim, mini
skirts, Nehru jackets, the Beatles, Motown,
wailing with Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin
at Woodstock — the greatest sex
fest, drug fest, mud fest and mu-
sic fest ever. Dropping acid with
Timothy Leary. Tripping with the
hippies in Haight-Ashbury. Viet-
nam war protests. We sure as hell
were a generation of pyromani-
acs: burning draft cards, burning
bras, burning down cities. We
overdosed on anarchy and chaos.
We gathered our rosebuds as fast
as they sprouted.

What's that? You missed all that
hysteria? You weren’t at Wood-
stock? You didn’t do drugs? You didn’t
make love in the mud? You supported the
Vietnam War? You joined the Young Re-
publican Club on campus? You loved Barry
Goldwater’s book, "The Conscience of A
Conservative?"

Wow. You and I must have been living to-
tally different lives in the ’60s. Kind of like
today, isn’t it? The cultural divide began a
long time ago. It didn’t start with Obama,
the Tea Party, or Trump. We hated each
other’s politics 60 years ago. Our first two
boomer presidents were Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush. Clinton was like me, and
Bush must have been like you. We've been
marching to the beat of different drum-
mers for decades now.

I don’t know how to tell you this, but our
time is up. Boomers are no longer the largest
generation in the country. We've been re-
placed by the generation waiting in the wings
to succeed us. Millennials now outnum-
ber us. More to the point, were no longer
relevant. Many of us live in the past and are
afraid of the future. The most liberal among
us are less liberal than millennials on matters
of race, gender equality, support for LBQTQ
rights, and the urgency of climate change.

The old warning, “Don’t trust anyone over
30,“ now applies to us twice over. We need

Jay Wissot
Valley Voices

to heed the words in Bob Dylan’s anthem
for the ’60s: "Come mothers and fathers
throughout the land. And don'’t criticize
what you don’t understand. Your sons and
your daughters are beyond your command.
Your old road is rapidly aging. Please get out
of the new one if you can’t lend
your hand. For the times, they are
a changin’"

I know you're going to hit me
with the wisdom that comes with
age adage. I think that depends
on whether you had the potential
to become wise when you were
young. Dumb young people don’t
usually grow into wise old peo-
ple. In fact, the wisest among us
weren't all that wise anyway, were
we? We weren’t prepared for the
looming dangers waiting in the
wings for us and got caught with our pants
down. Did you see Sept. 11, 2001, coming?
How about the financial collapse of 2008?
I whiffed on the global pandemic. I'm
guessing you did, too. If we're being honest
with ourselves, we’d admit we were AWOL
for the crucial crises in our lifetime.

Our children have observed our irrele-
vance in regard to meeting the demands
of the moment. They roll their eyes as we
fight with each other over nonsensical
cultural issues like wokeism, cancel cul-
ture, Critical Race Theory and drag queen
storytelling time at the local library, while
armageddon is at our doorstep in the form
of a world that plays Russian roulette with
the threat of nuclear and climate change
extinction. We have chosen gridlock over
compromise and stalemate over progress.
We are the "Groundhog Day" generation, in
a time warp of our own making, behaving
like the dog who chased his own tail, rever-
ing the invention of the pencil sharpener.

The responsible path for us to follow is to
promote the passing of the torch to genera-
tions XY, Z. We need to begin the transfer of
our leadership positions in politics, business,
the professions, the arts and religion while
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Getting
housing built
in 2023

he new year was ushered in with
trepidation around the U.S. econo-
my, but the volunteer-member Eagle
County Housing Task Force remains
committed to doubling down on bringing
regional housing solutions to fruition.

If there’s anything we all should have
learned from the housing bubble and subse-
quent recession of 2008,
it’s that we didn’t double
down on community
housing and, likely be-
cause of that, were in an
attainable housing crisis
today.

In our eyes, 2023
came roaring in with
tremendous opportuni-
ties to be resilient and

Kristin Kenny

Williams action-focused. Here’s

Valley Voices where you will see our
Eagle County Hous-
ing Task Force efforts
deployed:

We are off to an excit-
ing start to the Colorado
legislative session, with
affordable housing being
a priority issue trum-
peted by Gov. Polis and
state lawmakers. The
first Senate bill of the
year is aimed at iden-
tifying underutilized
state-owned land for
public-private partnerships to build hous-
ing. The Task Force supports this legislation
— along with other key Eagle County stake-
holder groups — and with its passage, land
in the EagleVail/Dowd Junction area would
be available for a significant partnership to
occur, with a minimum of 80 new housing
units and the potential for many more.

Our Task Force meets with candidates
for the many appointed and elected posi-
tions across our valley, including our state
representatives. We're very proud to have
supported Sen. Dylan Roberts and Rep.
Meghan Lukens last November — and they
are doing us proud by cosponsoring SB23-
001 right out of the gate.

In seeing the success of helping ac-
tion-oriented candidates like Roberts
and Lukens, we will continue to moni-
tor upcoming elections here in the Eagle
River Valley and help recruit pro-housing
candidates.

Sen. Roberts — formerly Rep. Roberts —
successfully advocated for workforce hous-
ing-related legislation (Bill 1304 and Prop.
123 that passed on the November statewide
ballot) that frees up generational funding
for communities across the state. Our Task
Force will continue to advocate for that
funding to be allocated in part to projects
here in our backyard.

In addition to the massive potential
of the development of local state-owned
parcels, we will focus on helping to cre-
ate and advocate for other public-private
housing opportunities. These opportunities

HOUSING, A8

Bobby Lipnick
Valley Voices
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CASCADE VILLAGE | $1,199,000
1476 Westhaven Drive | Coldstream No. 4
Jennie Longville May, 970-390-6617

Open Saturday 3 - 5PM

RIVERFRONT LODGE | $2,819,000
1 Waterfront Way No. 307

Nate Hall, 970-390-9591

Open Saturday 3 - 5PM

BACHELOR GULCH | $4,995,000
315 Hummingbird Drive C302

Mark Weinreich, 970-376-3204

Open Saturday 1- 4PM

THE SUMMIT AT CORDILLERA
928 Webb Peak | $5,950,000
Craig Denton, 970-376-0087
Open Saturday 12 - 3PM

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

COLORADO PROPERTIES

BEAVER CREEK | $4,350,000
Villa Montane No. 212

Chuck Backstrom, 970-688-2302
Open Sunday 12- 2:30PM

THE RANCH AT CORDILLERA
44 Rodeo Drive | $2,625,000
Jeffrey Cloonan, 970-445-8388
Open Saturday 12- 3PM

GYPSUM | $1,390,000
281 Black Bear Drive

Mallie Kingston 970-376-5811
Open Saturday 1AM - 2PM

G

L
hhscolorado.com
970.329.2482

©2023 BHHS Afilates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchise of BHHS Affiiates, LLC.

COMMENTARY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A thank you from Vail Ski Patrol

It was a challenging week for the Vail Ski
Patrol last week when we closed out our
holiday season with a series of unfortunate
events that took a toll on the staff. When
this happens, we get together, debrief
events and support one another.

In a much-appreciated show of local
support, Moe’s Original BBQ in Eagle sent
over a full spread of food to feed the whole
staff. When we tried to settle up, “our
money was no good.” There’s something
therapeutic about getting together, eating
food and having a laugh or two and I just
wanted to thank Michael and the team
over there for helping to support our first
responders up on the hill. Thanks!

Chris Mongo Reeder
Director, Vail Ski Patrol

Tell Polis to stop the oil train

Cathy Blaser’s recent letter described
the tragedy of the latest Keystone Pipe-
line spill in Kansas where a break in the
pipeline spilled heavy, dirty, oily crude
into a water supply. Her description of
that oil is correct —- it does not float, it
sinks. This is the same oil that will be
carried from the Uinta Basin in Utah
alongside the Colorado River from our
state’s border with Utah through Glen-
wood Canyon and on toward and beyond
the Moffat Tunnel.

The trains that are proposed to use the
existing tracks will enable the shipment of
up to 350,000 barrels of the heated, waxy
crude oil a day on as many as 10 trains
up to 10,000 feet. Should a train tip and
spill into the Colorado, the heated oil will
sink to the bottom and settle like paraffin.
It cannot be removed — but then neither
could a railroad car as heavy as these kinds
would be. Such a derailment would foul
drinking water and hydro-electric produc-
tion downstream through Lakes Powell
and Mead.

Eagle County was the only agency alert
enough to file a complaint with the U.S.
Federal Court of Appeals after the US
Surface Transportation gave its approval.
The suit forces a hearing, now joined with
other municipalities and nonprofit groups
in Western Colorado.

And who do you suppose wrote a letter
supporting this venture? The State of Utah!
They claimed that blocking the project
would damage the economy in some areas.
That’s strong support by any measure. But
the true damage should a derailment occur
will be every resident depending on clean
water and energy downriver in Colorado

and the western United States. Damage to
all economies would be limitless.
And who has not written a brief or letter
to this writer’s knowledge? The gover-
nor of Colorado. I like Jared Polis and
I know he cares about western Colora-
do. But to date, there has been no report
of any protest from that level of our state
government.
I urge everyone who is concerned about
the health and safety of western Colora-
do to write Polis. Write to our U.S. sena-
tors. Tell them we desperately need their
support. It is an uphill battle at best at this
time, but with the force of the governor
and our senators, perhaps our voices will
be heard.
Carolyn Swanepoel
EagleVail

Classified is classified — period

With all the current hoopla and often
ballyhoo concerning the handling of clas-
sified materials, I reflected on my personal
experience and understanding of levels of
classification from my time in the mili-
tary. My primary responsibilities were to
secure, maintain and transport various
classified materials related to the mission
of our organization and the U.S. Catego-
ries of classified information ranged from
restricted, confidential, secret to top secret,
the latter requiring the strictest security
measures under penalty of imprisonment
or worse.

Thus, I have a sincere respect for the
proper handling and disposition of clas-
sified materials. That is why I do not
understand, nor condone, recent incidents
of individuals undermining and dismiss-
ing national security policies. They do not
seem to grasp what I was taught almost 50
years ago. Put plain and simple, they’re in
the wrong when it comes to mishandling
classified materials.

Nowadays, there is a drastic change to-
ward the lackadaisical handling of classi-
fied information. Regardless of political
affiliation, I am truly disappointed with all
these current events. It makes me won-
der what else is out there in other homes,
closets, garages, golf clubs, etc. of all those
persons in political positions which require
them to regularly handle types of classi-
fied information. One can only hope that
they understand and acknowledge the full
responsibilities related to their elected
positions.

Brad Austin
Beaver Creek

HOUSING

From page A6

are complicated and challenging to put
together — but they are the only way to
get housing built and especially for-sale
versus rental units (we must pursue a va-
riety of housing needs). We supported and
applaud Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley,
Eagle County Schools, Eagle County, and
the town of Eagle for partnering on new,
for-sale attainable housing units to break
ground this year.

It should be noted that the Dowd Junc-
tion opportunity will come to fruition
in large part because the legislation will
eliminate the cost of land. Another key
component that must occur is the stream-
lining of the governmental processes to
allow for housing on this site. Cutting the

red tape in all of our Eagle River Valley
jurisdictions for housing projects is long
overdue, and the Task Force will seek op-
portunities to advocate for this work to be
done. Tools are being created to identify
land and project opportunities that we
will continue to promote.

Let’s make 2023 the year of housing
getting built. Join us on March 16 when
we will present as part of the Vail Sympo-
sium program, YIMBY JAMBOREE: Local
Housing Solutions in Vail and Eagle Coun-
ty. We are fortunate to live in a state that
top-down to its local communities is very
bullish on housing. We hope you can join
us to learn how to turn words into action.

Kristin Kenney Williams and Bobby
Lipnick are members of the Eagle County
Housing Task Force.



