
BRINGING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
| VAILDAILY.COM | FREESUNDAY, 4 • 16 • 23

FANCYWOODWORK

WEATHER
Elliot Baugh
Homestead Camp
Cloudy
High 34; Low 15—Weather B8

Avon’s hyper-local fish and
meat market. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE B1.

CURIOUS NATURE
Why is April’s meteor shower
called Lyrids? PAGEA2

LOCAL
Record March snow fuel-
ing above-average spring
runoff forecasts for Colorado’s
Western Slope. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA5.

CALENDAR
Check out all of the fun stuff
happening in the valley and
learn how to submit your
event. SEE PAGE B6.

Wary of crude intentions
Residents who live along the Colorado River Road are watching and

waiting as the legal fight over Uinta Basin Railway project plays out. A3

OUR WORLD
G7 energy, environment
leaders haggle over climate
strategy. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA13.

TheWood Brothers play to a sold-out crowd Friday night at theVilar Performing Arts Center in Beaver Creek to cap off the venue's 25th anniversary
winter season. "What a beautiful venue, what a beautiful crowd," said frontmanOliverWood.

JOHN LOCKMAN/COURTESY VILAR PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

LOCAL
Renie and David Gorsuch,
Cheryl Jensen and Diane
Boyer honored at U.S.
National Ski & Snowboard
Hall of Fame event in Big
Sky in March. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGEA4.

L EGAC Y
A T V A I L S Q U A R E

Luxury living in Lionshead.
2, 3 & 4 bedroom residences,
now available at

LegacyVail.com

Pete Seibert
970.390.1864
PSeibert@slifer.net



W
e at Mountain Pride are disap-
pointed about the harmful rhet-
oric around gender expression
and the backlash against the Ea-

gle County School District, Vail Valley Foun-
dation, and the Vilar Performing Arts Center
over a recent performance that students saw
on a school field trip. We acknowledge that
an apology is appropriate and necessary for

the miscommunication,
but an essential compo-
nent is missing from this
discussion: education.
Yes, education, rather

than an apology for being
exposed to gender diver-
sity, is what our com-
munity needed in this
instance and still needs.
We can all agree that
school is a place where
children are taught to
respect one another and

to learn to work together, regardless of their
differences. Understanding that the concept
of diversity takes various forms and is incor-
porated into many aspects of our life. From
religion, gender, culture, family structures,
and physical abilities, we are each brought
into this world made up of many differences.
Learning about and exposure to gender diver-
sity is an important part of that education. A
school environment that is tolerant, inclusive,
and accepting teaches all children to recog-
nize and resist stereotypes. We need to teach
children to celebrate differences, stand up for
others, resist bullying, and work together.
It would be remissive not to acknowledge

that children are already learning about gender.
Information about gender is everywhere, and
children receive very clearmessages about the
“roles and expectations” for boys and girls, as
well as the consequences for violating them. By
learning about the diversity of gender, all chil-
dren have the opportunity to explore a greater
range of interests, ideas, and activities. remov-
ing the pressure of gender roles and empower-
ing all children to be their authentic selves.
Schools should be inclusive spaces where

all students feel they belong, including trans-
gender and gender-expansive children. Our
children encounter people with different
beliefs when they join any community, in-
cluding their school community. We cannot
opt out of diversity and cannot be hurt by di-
versity. While one goal for learning about di-
versity is to become more accepting of those
around us, not everyone is going to share the
same views, and that is OK, but that does not
mean we cannot learn together.
If someone does not agree with or under-

stand another person’s gender identity or ex-
pression, they do not have to change how they
feel inside. Gender diversity education is about
teaching youth to live and work with others; it
comes down to the fact that everyone deserves
to be treated with kindness and respect.

I
volunteer regularly at Habitat for Hu-
manity. I like the cause and believe they
have a good model for making homes
more affordable for those in need. As

almost every local can attest, in the Vail
Valley, we are faced with an acute need for
more affordable housing.
I was heartened to hear

that, at the state level with
Gov. Polis, there is a concerted
effort to combat the affordable
housing shortage in Colorado.
The underlying premise is that
it all comes down to density.
From a cost perspective, that
is a reasonable assumption.
Apartments are generally less
expensive than townhomes
which are generally less ex-
pensive than detached homes.
So, we need to increase the
density to make housing more
affordable — that makes sense.
The governor and his staff have an ad-

mirable goal and a sound premise. The
problem is, frankly, their plan sucks. A
major element of the proposal allows the
state to usurp local regulations and zoning
controls, even in existing neighborhoods.
Unfortunately, I have seen this mov-
ie before, so I know the ending. Spoiler
alert — it’s not good. It ends with existing
homeowners getting screwed as the value
of their homes falls and everyone suffering
as local infrastructure becomes over-
whelmed. Here’s why.
We were living in California a few years

back when Gov. Gavin Newsom signed
legislation called SB 9 that mandated that
homeowners be allowed to build acces-
sory dwelling units, which are essentially
second homes, on their property. At the
time we lived in the Bay Area in a large
single-family home neighborhood with an
incredibly strict HOA.
While I would be the first one to ac-

knowledge that HOAs can be a bit petty
and restrictive, I also understand their use-
fulness in helping homeowners maintain

their investments. I once owned a rural
home in an area with no HOA and I quick-
ly learned that the poorly maintained house
across the street with two rusted-out cars
in the front yard could impact my property
value more than I could imagine.
Over time I have learned to begrudg-

ingly accept HOAs as a necessary
evil. The problem in California was
that Newsom pretty much blew up
our HOA (and zoning rules) with a
stroke of the pen. Instead of living
in a single-family home community
with most homes sitting on ½ acre
lots or larger, I now lived in a com-
munity zoned for duplexes that could
be built to the edge of the adjoining
lots. There was, of course, no provi-
sion to improve the roads and other
infrastructure to handle this increase
in population.
Many chose to build these ADUs,

and the results were predictable. It lowered
property values in the entire neighborhood,
especially for homes neighboring a massive
ADU that blocked the view or loomed over
their backyard. This simply wasn’t fair as
existing homeowners had invested based
on the community being zoned for sin-
gle-family homes. Unilaterally and without
compensation or recourse the state blew up
our neighborhood.
Unfortunately, the Colorado bill has simi-

lar provisions that would allow the state,
without local input, to change zoning regu-
lations, potentially allowing your neighbor
to build a second home in their backyard.
We need to solve this problem but hopeful-
ly, we can find better ways.
First, solving the issue here in the Vail Val-

ley will not be accomplished with the same
solutions that are used in Denver. That is
why local control is paramount. Second, any
solution, like establishing more high-density
residential zones needs to have an associ-
ated plan for expanding the infrastructure
to accommodate the growth. We also have
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An admirable goal
and a bad plan
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WRITE A COLUMN
What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the community. What’s going well, not so well? Send your submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a column, you are grant-
ing permission for the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. Email Nate Peterson at npeterson@vaildaily.com for more information.

COMMENTARY
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Let responsible pet
owners be responsible
At the risk of sounding an-

ti-wildlife (I am not), who is
responsible for keeping wildlife
out of my yard, fenced for the pro-
tection of my pet and their ability
to be free to run? Who is respon-
sible for picking up the mess

that wildlife leaves behind in my
fenced yard? Who protects my pet
from the perils of that mess?
Me, of course, the responsi-

ble pet owner. In public areas
who picks it up? Nobody. But,
let’s build more subdivisions
and encroach further on wildlife
habitats. So shouldn’t we require
dog parks in the development

process? Let’s add sufficient prop-
erly constructed and maintained
dog parks in our existing commu-
nities easily accessible to all.
Why does Animal Control

choose to ticket handicapped pet
owners whose pet is totally under
their control but is off leash for
the safety of the owner?
Why does Animal Control choose

to selectively enforce some codes,
ticketing responsible pet owners,
but not enforcing and ticketing oth-
ers (in the town of Eagle)?
There are many stories I hear

about overzealous Animal Control
actions that I take with a grain of
salt. But when you think about
them for a minute, why would
people make up such stories?

A recent article in the Vail Daily
discussed much about protecting
wildlife. I think responsible pet
owners do much to protect wild-
life. Shouldn’t the focus of Animal
Control be enforcement actions
toward irresponsible owners and
their pets?

Tony Tvarkunas
Eagle

programs like deed restrictions,
Habitat for Humanity, and busi-
ness-supported housing programs

that can help us achieve our
objectives. Repurposing underuti-
lized commercial space is another
excellent option.
In each of these cases, we ad-

dress the problem with solutions

that have our local needs in mind
while having a minimal nega-
tive impact on existing residents.
Mandating the overdevelopment
of existing neighborhoods that
lack the needed infrastructure and

negatively impacting the value of
existing homes is not the solution.

Mark Lewis, a Colorado native,
had a long career in technology,
including serving as the CEO

of several tech companies. He
retired from technology and is
now writing thriller novels. Mark
and his wife, Lisa, and their two
Australian Shepherds — Kismet
and Cowboy, reside in Edwards.

As highlighted, learning about
these topics are critical to build-
ing a more accepting community.
Mountain Pride supports perfor-
mances, media, and education
that represent the full diversity
of people. We celebrate the Vail
Valley Foundation and the Vilar
Performing Arts Center for the

high-quality shows with inspir-
ing messaging for local youth and
community members.
Visibility, through artistic per-

formances and classroom lessons,
literally saves lives. According to a
study done by the Trevor Proj-
ect, LGBTQ+ youth who live in
a community that is accepting of
LGBTQ+ people reported signifi-
cantly lower rates of attempting
suicide compared to those who do

not. The conflation of the show
and diverse gender expression as
controversial threatens the lives of
gender-expansive youth and indi-
viduals in our community.
The backlash and hate say to our

gender-expansive youth, as well
as our gender-conforming youth,
that they must apologize for their
existence that may differ from
norms. Mountain Pride stands
with and supports our diverse and

gender-expansive community. We
will continue to push forward,
advocate, and fight alongside
gender-expansive individuals to
express themselves freely without
fear of judgment or persecution.
Our community is resilient and

deserves to be seen, and Moun-
tain Pride is here to facilitate
that through advocacy, connec-
tion, community, and access to
resources. Mountain Pride is

here to help if you would like to
discuss or learn more about gen-
der expression. Please reach out
to madison@mountainpride.org
for support.

Madison Partridge is the executive
director of Mountain Pride, an
Eagle County-based nonprofit
whose mission is to continuously
improve the lived experience of
our LGBTQIA+ community.
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LoveVail.org/gorecreek
970.479.2144

9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Lunch and light breakfast provided

Grand View Room
Lionshead Parking Structure

RSVP by April 17
Peter Wadden

pwadden@vailgov.com
970.479.2144

Tuesday,
April 18

Sponsored by

CALLING ALL LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS
& PROPERTY MANAGERS
•• Learn whyGoreCreek is impaired and how to helpLearn whyGoreCreek is impaired and how to help
•• Learn about new policies from Town of Vail andLearn about new policies from Town of Vail and

Eagle River Water & Sanitation DistrictEagle River Water & Sanitation District
•• Hear from expert speakers in wi ldf ireHear from expert speakers in wi ldf ire

preparedness, water efficiency, plant selection,preparedness, water efficiency, plant selection,
and pest managementand pest management

Showing a balanced approach to landscape maintenanceShowing a balanced approach to landscape maintenance
and design toand design to SAVE WATER, PROTECT AGAINSTSAVE WATER, PROTECT AGAINST
WILDFIRE, AND REDUCE CHEMICAL USEWILDFIRE, AND REDUCE CHEMICAL USE

JOIN US FOR A FREEJOIN US FOR A FREE

SUSTAINABLESUSTAINABLE
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
WORKSHOPWORKSHOP
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