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COMMENTARY

COLUMN

The momentum on housing is real

ousing affordability con-
tinues to be a struggle
across the U.S. and Can-
ada. At the end 0f 2022,
median-priced single-family
homes and condos are less afford-
able in 99% of U.S. counties when
compared to historical averages.

The supply of affordable hous-
ing continues to be strained, and
60% of Americans said they're
very concerned about the cost of
housing. We know these numbers
are even higher in Eagle County
and across the mountain region.

It is commonly accepted that
attainable and affordable hous-
ing remains the biggest barrier
to ensuring the mountain region
can support affordable, healthy,
equitable, accessible, resilient,
economically vital, and vibrant
communities.

The good news? We have
momentum — real, tangible
momentum — on the housing
front. This momentum is at both
a state and local level, creating
even more opportunities to make
a meaningful impact to maintain
a sustainable community.

Gov. Jared Polis emphasized
the urgency of the issue in his
State of the State address, as
his first topic of discussion was
remedying Colorado’s housing
shortage. As a long-time, top
public policy priority of the
Partnership, we were glad to
hear the governor is not
taking the housing cri-
sis lightly. The afford-
ability gap numbers in
Eagle County point to
the increased need for
more affordable hous-
ing options for the cur-
rent and future Eagle
County workforce, and
state-wide recognition
and support will help
us reduce the gap.

Polis emphasized a
statewide housing ap-
proach: “This is not just a local
problem. Since issues like trans-
portation, water, energy and
more inherently cross jurisdic-
tional boundaries, it becomes a
statewide problem that impacts
all of us.” Voters around the state
seem to agree with the governor
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because Colorado passed Prop-
osition 123 last November.
This will dedicate $300 million
annually to workforce housing
around the state.

Our elected officials are work-
ing to address the issue; Sen.
Dylan Roberts, along with Rep.
Meghan Lukens, have
sponsored SB23-001,
Authority of Public-pri-
vate Collaboration
Unit for Housing. This
bill concerns addi-
tional functions of the
public-private collab-
oration unit for public
projects that provide
housing. The bill will
update the Public-Pri-
vate Partnership’s au-
thority over workforce
housing projects and
provide funding to start the pro-
cess on the State Land Board/
Dowd Junction housing project.

Our local districts and non-
profits are working to address
the issue. Eagle County School
District is making progress
on housing, as outlined by

Superintendent Phil Qualman in
a recent Daily column. It’s great
to see innovative projects such as
the district’s Edwards Housing
Project (a new 37-unit apartment
building) and innovative partner-
ship with Habitat for Humani-
ty Vail Valley come to fruition.
Next door to the Battle Mountain
housing site, Colorado Mountain
College is also adding housing.

The private sector is work-
ing to address the issue; Vail
Health is adding Fox Hollow
to its housing inventory, nearly
doubling its available workforce
housing. Hockett Gulch and
Haymeadow are moving forward
in Eagle, as is Sienna Lake in
Gypsum. These projects com-
bined will add hundreds of units
to our inventory and help ease
our housing crunch.

Our local governments are
also actively engaged. The town
of Vail is adding 70 new units
at the Residences at Main Vail.
Eagle County is doubling the
housing impact at the Colora-
do Mountain College site by
adding a second building. Avon’s

Mi Casa and Vail’s InNDEED
programs are increasing our
deed-restricted housing inven-
tory, as are Eagle County’s bold
housing moves.

Attainable, accessible, and
affordable housing is a founda-
tional component of a healthy,
sustainable community. We have
a long way to go to address our
housing issues, but we are finally
making progress.

Chris Romer is president and
CEO of Vail Valley Partnership,
the regional chamber of
commerce. Learn more at
VailValleyPartnership.com.

WRITE A COLUMN

What's on your mind? Share

your insights with the rest of the
community. What's going well,

not so well? Send your submission
to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com.

By submitting a column, you are
granting permission for the Daily to
publish it on the paper’s website.
Email Nate Peterson at npeterson@
vaildaily.com for more information.

SAVE 50%

WITH OUR JUNIOR TRADE PROGRAM!

1. GEAR UP: Buy new gear
2. TRADE IN: once your

child has outgrown it, receive
50% of the original purchase
price towards bigger sizes

3. SAVE BIG: Continue to

save each year

*Alpine Binding Release Check and
Adjustment (ASTM).See store associate

for details.



