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Berlaimont fight’s new front

Environmental groups that have led opposition to Berlaimont Estates file suit in
U.S. District Court challenging Forest Service's approval of paved road. A3

SHAMROCKS AND SHENANIGANS

MADISON RAHHAL/FOR THE VAIL DAILY

Milo Yarnell, 7, blazes the trail Saturday during the kid’s 1-kilometer Shamrock Shuffle at the Vail Nordic Center. The annual race is known for cre-
ative racing outfits and lots of green.
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Luxury living in Lionshead.
2, 3 & 4 bedroom residences,
now available at

LegacyVail.com
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CURIOUS NATURE
Preservation or revival when

it comes to fighting extinc-
tion? PAGE A2

LOCAL

Eagle and Habitat for
Humanity receive $1.1M grant
for 3rd Street affordable hous-
ing project. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A5.

CALENDAR

Check out all of the fun stuff
happening in the valley and
learn how to submit your
event. SEE PAGE B6.

LOCAL

The runway to Project
Funway: Eagle County schools
host their own spin-offs be-
fore the main event. FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A4.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Mikaela Shiffrin ties Lindsey
Vonn for most career World
Cup podiums. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A18.




LOVE

Oneis loved because one is loved. No reason is
needed for loving.
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Freedom —

he recent headlines are full of sto-

ries of our local and state govern-

ments and politicians implement-

ing new “culture” laws and policies
that strip away freedoms and demand
subservient behavior from individuals and
companies. I would have hoped that these
actions would be universally condemned,
but, for the most part, they have been met
with praise by those in their respective
parties.

The archetype of this phenomenon
is Gov. Ron DeSantis. His “anti-woke”
agenda has championed bills
taking away LGBTQ+ rights, the
rights of colleges to control their
curriculum, and even vindictively
punished companies like Disney
for expressing criticism regarding
his actions. This behavior is not
limited to right-wing Republicans.
Gavin Newsom, the governor of
California, recently summarily
canceled $54M in contracts with
Walgreens simply because the
company made the decision not to
sell abortion medications in states
where they were at risk of violating local
regulations.

One of the most chilling potential
anti-freedom laws is a bill proposed in
Idaho to criminalize the provision of
mRNA-based vaccines. This is not about
vaccine choice — it would outlaw the
option of anyone getting a potentially life-
saving (and FDA-approved) vaccine. How
does that jibe with living in a free nation?
Shouldn’t we get to decide whether to get
vaccinated?

There has been condemnation in each of
these cases, but it came almost exclusively
from the opposing party. Those who sup-
port these cultural dictates and retributions
appear willing to ignore the fundamental
threat to our core principle of freedom as
long as it furthers their agenda.

We are on a dangerous slippery slope.
Ronald Reagan put it best when he said,
“Freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction. We didn’t pass
it to our children in the bloodstream. It
must be fought for, protected, and handed

Mark Lewis
Valley Voices

above all else

on for them to do the same.”

Regardless of our own beliefs, we must,
above all else, condemn and fight against
despotism wherever it exists and whenev-
er it occurs. Government leaders need to
be met with universal condemnation when
they punish individuals or companies for
expressing an opinion, or belief, or taking
legal action.

While many supporters are pleased by
DeSantis’s anti-woke agenda, his actions
should create fear for every American be-
cause these laws set precedence and put us
all at risk of losing the thing we
should value most — freedom. I
am not gay nor trans, so I won’t
be personally impacted by his
current actions, but the concept
that it is acceptable for the gov-
ernment to dictate what we are
allowed to read, wear, say, or
learn in college puts all of our
freedoms at risk.

If we tacitly allow tyrannical
behavior just because it aligns
with our personal viewpoint,
we are likely to experience that
same behavior ultimately used against
us. It’s that simple. Abraham Lincoln
eloquently put it this way: “Those who
deny freedom to others, deserve it not for
themselves.”

If you think this will not get out of con-
trol, you need to look no further than the
most recent banning of the James Patter-
son science fiction “Maximum Ride” series
by a Florida school district. I have read
these books and it is absurd to think they
should be banned.

We will always have different cultural
beliefs. Regardless of what you believe,
trying to fight the “culture war” with leg-
islation taking away the rights of others is
not a reasonable approach. Unlike what
Rep. Lauren Boebert believes, the church
(and by this I assume she means her
church) does not direct the government.
Our nation was founded on the principles
of liberty and freedom and that means we
are free to believe as we choose.
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We can all
be builders

or those of you who have volun-
teered at a Habitat Build Day, you
know that you are often joined on
the job site by a Habitat family con-
tributing to their required volunteer hours.

On a day last fall, we were joined by
7-year-old Brianna who shared what she
was most looking for-
ward to when her family
could move into the new
home that they would
own: A house to deco-
rate for Christmas and a
staircase to play on.

To most of us, a stair-
case is simply a means
of transport between
rooms. Brianna re-

Kristin Kenney

Wi“'iams minded me that having
Hablfat'for rooms to move among
Humanity — from peace and quiet

to meals cooking to mu-
sic playing — and by way of a staircase —
were elements of a home that too easily can
be taken for granted.

Last year, I spoke about partnership and
family. What followed was a wildly suc-
cessful year of creating homeownership.
Together, in 2022, we:

B Completed eight homes for eight fam-
ilies and 22 children, handing over their
keys just before Christmas.

B We received zoning and development
approvals for 16 new homes in the town
of Eagle. Of these homes, 75 percent will
be sold to Eagle County School District
educators.

B We received our largest grant ever to
make this all happen: $3 million from Ea-
gle County.

B We prepared the job site for eight
home starts in Gypsum.

B We celebrated the grand opening of
our ReStore at our new location in Gyp-
sum. Sales are up 31 percent over this time
last year.

B We had nearly 9,000 volunteer hours.

This year, I am talking about compassion
and action; spirit and sweat. Our board of
directors and staff have come together to
create, embrace and commit to executing
on a BHAG — a big, hairy, audacious goal:
Pilot the modular home construction of
those 16 new homes in Eagle. In addition,
we will continue with our stick-built con-
struction in Gypsum, allowing us, to move
from eight home starts to 24.

Why? Because no one else — no one — is
building affordable homes for ownership in
our community. By end of year 2024, Hab-
itat will deliver 40 homes plus six recycled
homes for 46 families.

Here’s the reality: While homeownership
in the Vail Valley has always been very chal-
lenging to achieve — we all have a story —
it is now impossible for our teachers, chefs,
police officers, custodians, firefighters, and
medical life savers to stay in our communi-
ty, to start a family, to be our neighbors.

Eagle County real estate ended 2022 with
the highest total dollar volume of all Colo-
rado ski resort communities at $3.6 billion.
The average price of a single-family home
is $2.4 million.
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I hope we can all agree on one thing.
Maintaining our freedoms is far more
important than trying to “win” an unwin-
nable culture war.

Mark Lewis, a Colorado native, had a long
career in technology, including serving

as the CEO of several tech companies. He
retired from technology and is now writing
thriller novels. Mark and his wife, Lisa,
and their two Australian Shepherds —
Kismet and Cowboy, reside in Edwards.
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Affordable home inventory simply is not
here. Habitat Vail Valley has cracked the
nut: We pull together the partnerships;
we pull together the compassion; we pull
together the sweat. Habitat does not take
a developer fee. We provide the resourc-
es to show a family how to qualify for a
Habitat home that is sold to them with
an affordable mortgage and with monthly
payments that do not exceed 30 percent
of their gross monthly income.

This is not charity. This is not poverty.
This is sustaining an invaluable work-
force. We are housing the hospitable and
the brave by creating opportunities for
those on the front lines of tourism, health
care, education and law enforcement to
assume an affordable mortgage. We are
housing the hopes and dreams of children
who deserve safe living environments.

Last month, when it was announced
that our 39th president of the United
States was entering hospice care at age
98, many of us have been reflecting on
why do we universally like this former
president so much? How do we relate to

a peanut farmer from Georgia? A broker
of peace in the Middle East? A one-term
president? A Democrat? Founder of a
nonprofit focused on human rights? What
is it?

It became very clear when I realized
that almost every tribute to his life, every
mention of his legacy, included a men-
tion of his 39-year affiliation with Habitat
for Humanity. We like President Carter
because he was a builder. He said, “I have
one life and one chance to make it count
for something ... My faith demands that I
do whatever I can, wherever I am, when-
ever I can, for as long as I can with what-
ever I have, to try to make a difference.”

I believe there is a shared yearning to
be compassionate among our one human
race. If we do not make the most of our
one life, we risk the preservation and en-
hancement of our one community.

As we've begun to lean into 2023 and
prepare to execute this very audacious
goal of 24 home starts, please think about
how you will provide your touch of grace.

And when you return home, maybe look
at your staircase a bit differently. Where
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“Outstanding brokers! Was hesitant about working with a ‘big broker’, worried

#1 REAL ESTATE TEAM IN
THE ENTIRE VAIL VALLEY

they would be hands off. But that was absolutely not the case. Kathy, Matt
and Billy were so professional, approachable, friendly, genuine, creative and
hardworking. Excellent experience. Thank you Iversons!” —Amy Kisielica

UNDER CONTRACT

ARROWHEAD | 9 DAKOTA CIRCLE
4 BEDS | 4.5 BATHS | 2,818 SQFT | $3,595,000
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Conceptual rendering. Listing is for homesite.

ARROWHEAD | 58 MCCOY SPRINGS TRAIL
.35 ACRES | $2,475,000
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RESORT AND RESIDENCES
VAIL

Faster Brunch at Four Seasons
Resort and Residences Vail

Join us for an Baster Brunch!
Faster Sunday, April 9

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM ARROWHEAD | 1923 CRESTA ROAD

6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 6,755 +/- SQFT | $7.495,000

Adults: USD 140 | Kids under 12: USD 46
Reservations available via Open'Table
Complimentary valet parking

VAILSKIHOMES.COM
THEIVERSONTEAM@SLIFER.NET

970.390.2440
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