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Freedom at a price

Reciprocal ski passes like Freedom Pass and Powder Alliance create a conundrum
for independent ski areas competing against mega-pass resorts, operators say. A3

LAST VESTIGE OF WINTER

LOCAL

Is it time to do away with
fireworks displays? FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL

Joseph Medicine Robe shares
his perspective on indig-
enous spirituality as part

of the Indigenous Wisdom
Gathering event in Gypsum.
SEE PAGE A4.

COMMENTARY

“Most dictators come to
power when there is a crisis
(either real or perceived)

and they stay in power by
controlling the narrative.” SEE

PAGE A6.
LOCAL
Eagle County man facing 2-8
CHRIS DILLMAN/VAIL DAILY years for assaulting a police
The Gore Range holds onto snow as hot and windy conditions take place in the valley last week from Avon. officer in Avon. PAGE A10.
WEATHER &' & S arts SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Sebastian Sanchez e e enter ment Boulder runner’s last minute
Red Hill Elementary ' T o Getting the party started: decision to contest the
Partly cloudy Minturn’s Independence Dynafit Vail Hillclimb pays off.
High 74; Low 43 — Weather B8 Day event is today, starting FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE
off the many celebrations PAGE A22.
valley-wide through July 4.
SEE PAGE B1.
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“I choose a block of marble and chop off whatever
I don’t need.”

Commentary
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FOLKS SAID ATS0O T WAS
TOO OLD TO SAVE THE WORLD
FROM THE FORCES OF EVIL,

BUT IM BACK FOR ONE MORE
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Dead to me

oure dead to me” is a phrase

we use to describe a relation-

ship that has come to a cata-

strophic end. The meaning is
clear — the individual considers the other
party as effectively having died. I thought
of this phrase this week after the attempt-
ed mutiny by the Wagner Group leader,
Yevgeny Prigozhin. Unlike with most of
us, I bet when Putin uses this
phrase, it has both a figurative
and literal meaning.

There is a general sense of
amazement that Prigozhin is still
alive and it wouldn’t be surpris-
ing if he meets an untimely death
soon. Such is the nature of these
regimes. There are also questions
about Putin’s health, but one
thing seems clear — the only way
there is going to be a transfer in
power in Russia is if Putin dies.

Such is the way of dictatorships. One
might think that, with their economy in the
toilet and their kids being conscripted to
fight in a senseless war, Putin still manages
to keep his grip on power. It seems unbe-
lievable, but Putin actually has an 80%
approval rating in Russia.

The oddity for me is that you would
think that in a democracy like ours, where
we get to choose our leaders, they would
be more popular, but that is not the case.
President Biden’s approval rating stands
at 40.4% and his likely 2024 challenger,
Donald Trump, is at 39.9%. It’s odd to
think that you would need to combine all of
the Trump fans with the Biden fans just to
reach the popularity of Vladimir Putin.

While this might seem like an incon-
gruity, most modern dictators are actually

Mark Lewis
Valley Voices

quite popular with their citizens. In the
past, powerful dictators most often ruled
through intimidation, mass incarcerations
of enemies, and outright murder, but pres-
ent-day dictators are much more subtle.
While they are still going to incarcerate or
eliminate powerful foes, it is done more
subtly and with little fanfare. Modern
dictators like Putin seek to control their
citizens less by intimidation and
more by reshaping their beliefs.

Given his popularity in relation
to the strife facing his country,
Putin clearly has been quite suc-
cessful in building a narrative that
the general public (in Russia) em-
braces. Technically, Russia does
hold elections for president, but
the combination of his neutral-
izing any powerful enemies and
maintaining a hold on the narra-
tive means that Putin has not had
any significant challengers since he was
first elected in 2000.

While Putin recently cracked down on
free speech and the press due to the Ukraine
war, for most of Putin’s tenure, a certain
amount of dissention was tolerated, espe-
cially because most Russians ignored it.

Most dictators come to power when there
is a crisis (either real or perceived) and they
stay in power by controlling the narrative. I
have come to the opinion that “the bigger
the crisis — the bigger the crazy” meaning
that, the more a group sees themselves in
a crisis (again real or imagined) the more
likely they are willing to vote for a radical
(in either direction). The potential then ex-
ists that this person, if so inclined, will seek
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One person’s
volunteerism
can change
an entire
community

e just welcomed 16 new families
into Habitat for Humanity, which
got me thinking about the “Habi-
tat family” and how my work here
has allowed me to see firsthand how people
volunteer to their strengths. They give their
time and knowledge to advance Habitat’s
work, making our community a better place.
Often over time, these volunteers become part
of our extended Habitat
family — it’s part of what
makes our community so
special.
In Eagle County, there
are many people who
get involved and impact
our community. There
are the dreamers and the
believers who positively

Elyse Howard

impact us, doing so with-
Habitat for out fanfare. They show up
Humanity with a strong work ethic,

compassion for others,

and ready to make a dif-

ference. They show us that each of us tackling
a small problem can improve the lives of many.

I reflect on the good volunteers do just a
few weeks after we celebrated the one-year
anniversary of the new location of our Re-
Store. This store signifies the power of per-
severance, giving back and creating positive
change. Some of you who have yet to visit the
ReStore may think I am being melodramatic,
but our new showroom exemplifies how one
person’s vision can help an entire communi-
ty. The new store has been a game changer
for our organization as a more successful
store means more earned income to invest
into our local home-building efforts. The
ReStore gives Habitat consistent income that
is funneled back into our community.

Our previous ReStore in Eagle was like an
angry little sister to today’s ReStore: It served
its purpose but did not offer the space, layout
or location necessary for expanded sales,
which allows us to increase our building ca-
pacity. There was definitely room for improve-
ment. Our former board president saw the
ReStore’s limitations but also the opportunity.

Stuart Green, our previous board presi-
dent and by nature an understated man who
listens more than he speaks, listens to learn
and sees the best in situations, he believed in
the ReStore. And, showing his dedication to
the ReStore really showed his commitment
to Habitat’s vision to build more homes for
hardworking locals. Stuart believed in the
idea and worked with his fellow board mem-
bers to lay out the strategy to make it a reality.

He believed Habitat could do better. He
led with his heart in helping us through the
process as we bought the new-to-us show-
room. He’s the epitome of a believer — and
proves that one person can be the catalyst of
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progressive levels of power.

So, in one way, maybe the unpopularity
of our leaders is a good thing as there is
little chance that we will want to keep them
around any longer than necessary.

Mark Lewts, a Colorado native, had a long
career in technology, including serving

as the CEO of several tech companies. He
retired from technology last year and is
now writing thriller novels. Mark and

his wife, Lisa, and their two Australian
Shepherds — Kismet and Cowboy, reside in
Edwards.

HOWARD

From page A6

a small group of people working togeth-
er to create positive change. In June, we
celebrated our year anniversary in the
new space — expanded space, expanded
donations, expanded sales and expanded
capacity to serve our community.

We rely on our volunteers. Our board be-
lieves in who we are and the changes we can
make. But the same goes for our communi-
ty: You can make a difference. The commu-
nity needs people to step in and help solve
problems. How great is it that one person

can do so much and impact so many?

What’s important to you? Take a chance,
get involved. You might be surprised to see
the influence you have on the world around
you. I believe Eagle County is a better place
because of all the people who give back,
who take their passion and knowledge, and
create a better life.

Elyse Howard is the director of development
for Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley. If
you want to learn more or get involved in
building homes, hope and community,
please reach out, elyse@habitatvailvalley.
org.

WRITE A LETTER

The Vail Daily accepts letters to the editor that are 300 words or less. Letters must include the
author’s name, hometown, affiliation (if any) and phone number (for verification purposes only).
The decision to print any submission is at the discretion of the Vail Daily editor. Send your letter
to letters@vaildaily.com

WRITE A COLUMN

What's on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the community. What's going well,
not so well? Send your submission to ValleyVoices@vaildaily.com. By submitting a column, you
are granting permission for the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. Email Nate Peterson at
npeterson@vaildaily.com for more information.

STOREWIDE SALE

MARKDOWNS UP TO 70% OFF

Qvalon

CLOTHING

VAIL - BEAVER CREEK
WWW.AVALONCLOTHINGCOMPANY.COM

COMPANY

#1 REAL ESTATE TEAM
in the Entire Vail Valley’

“Outstanding brokers! Was hesitant about working with a ‘big broker’,
worried they would be hands off. But that was absolutely not the case.
Kathy, Matt and Billy were so professional, approachable, friendly,
genuine, creative and hardworking. Excellent experience.

Thank you Iversons!” — Amy K.
*Vail MLS

PRICE REDUCED

Arrowhead | Vlllage Townhome I3
4 Beds | 4.5 Baths | 2,418 SqFt | $2,995,000

UNDER CONTRACT

Arrowhead | 43 River Dance Road
5 Beds | 5.5 Baths | 4,480 SqFt | $3,995,000

Cordlllera Summlt | 829 Gore Trail
Homesite 2.9 Acres | $585,000

THE IVERSON TEAM
$2.6 BILLION

In Career Team Sales

Forbes

GLOBAL PROPERTIES

VailSkiHomes.com
theiversonteam@slifer.net
970.390.2440



