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SPRINGSNOWSTORM

LOCAL & REGION
Where can dogs be off leash
in Eagle County? FOR THE
FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A2.

LOCAL
How locals can take part in
national prescription drug
takeback day. SEE PAGEA4.

Doctors of tomorrow
High school students capture attention of top medical minds at

Steadman Philippon Research Institute’s 10th annual EPOC event. A3

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Ski and Snowboard Club Vail
freeskier Finn Griffith goes
out on top. FOR THE FULL
STORY SEE PAGEA14.

OUR WORLD
Frequent shootings put US
mass killings on a record
pace. SEE PAGEA13.

Snow falls on the runs ofVail MountainThursday inVail. More snow is expected throughout the next week.
CHRIS DILLMAN/VAIL DAILY

WEATHER

Miriam Ruiz Lorena
June Creek Elementary
Cloudy
High 38; Low 21—Weather B8

OFFERED AT $1,500,000

81 LARIAT ROAD B | SINGLETREE
4-bed, 3-bath, 2,005 Sq.Ft.

COLORADO REAL ESTATE

BY REAL TRENDS

VailValleyRealtor.com | 970.845.5810

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME DESERVES
AN EXCEPTIONAL REAL ESTATE TEAM
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Commentary
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COLUMN

ART
“Be brave enough to live life creatively. The cre-
ative place where no one else has ever been.”

Alan Alda

Why you should vote in
Eagle RiverWater and
Sanitation District election
The Eagle RiverWater and Sanitation Dis-

trict is holding a polling place election for three
open board seats on Tuesday,May 2, 2023.
I am currently running to retainmy seat in
District 2. Two other board seats are also up for
grabs. All directors are elected at large, mean-
ing all eligible voters can vote for one candi-
date in each of the three districts. This is a very
important election for the district. With all the
concerns about climate change, decreasing wa-
ter supplies, new regulatory requirements and
aging infrastructure, the next few years will be
critical for the district as it works tomeet the
needs of the community.
I am running unopposed for my seat in Dis-

trict 2 and would appreciate your vote.
I want to recommend that you consider

voting for BobWarner who is the incumbent
in District 6. Inmy opinion, his experience and
contributions on the board will be critical to
the assuring district’s ability tomeet its mission
to provide clean, safe and reliable drinking
water and to return clean, treated wastewater
to the local rivers to preserve their health and
vibrancy in the future.
Any registered voter who resides in the

district or any registered Colorado voter who
owns personal or real property in the district
is eligible to vote. The approximate district
boundaries extend fromEast Vail to Edwards,
including theWolcott area.
Eligible voters can vote in two ways. You can

vote in person onMay 2 from 7 a.m. until 7
p.m. at the following polling places:
■ ERWSDOffices (846 Forest Road in Vail)
■ The EagleVail Pavilion
■ The Edwards Fieldhouse.
You can also vote early by absentee ballot.

You’ll need to apply for an absentee ballot. Go
to ERWSD.org and then to the “News” tab.
The completed form can be hand delivered
to 846 Forest Road in Vail, or can be scanned
and emailed to the address on the form (info@
erwsd.org). An absentee ballot will bemailed
to you.
I want to encourage you to vote in this

important election and to re-elect both Bob
Warner andmyself.

Dick Cleveland
Vail

Reitter and Bettis for Eagle County
Paramedic Services board
Please consider voting for Kala Bettis and

Brandy Reitter to serve as boardmembers
for Eagle County Paramedic Services, (aka
the Ambulance District). Bettis and Reitter
are both strong, competent leaders whose
skills and experience will complement the
strengths of boardmembers Dr. Jack Eck, Dr.
ScottMcCorvey, and Lynn Blake, founder of
StartingHearts. I have confidence this team of
five trusted leaders will ensure Eagle County
Paramedics always provides skilled, profes-
sional, and compassionate health care for the
community.
Kala Bettis brings a wealth of behavioral

health experience as well as a decade of law
enforcement experience in Vail to complement
the expertise of Eck,McCorvey, and Blake.
Bettis is a licensedmental health clinician, for-
mer BattleMountainHigh School counselor,
and Victim’s Advocate with the Sheriff’s Office,
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L
ast month I got a bonus day with
my younger son Max. He took me
up on the invitation to tag along to
Habitat’s annual advocacy day at

the Capitol. When he accepted, he wasn’t
thinking much beyond the chance for some
solo time without big brother and a visit to
In-N-Out Burger.
However, I have worked at Habitat his

entire life, so he understands that
Habitat works to build homes. He
has had the chance to meet our
local representatives, Sen. Dylan
Roberts and Rep. Meghan Lukens
on many occasions. They are both
approachable and easy for him to
relate to — he was game to go see
them at their office.
As part of our day at the Capitol,

we joined Habitat leaders to meet
state House and Senate members,
members of the governor’s cabinet
and others. I loved doing this and
he reveled in the day as well, even managing
to visit some of the most historical parts of
the building — including the dome. He was
able to see firsthand how a bill becomes law
and how laws are enacted for the betterment
of the overall community — and howHabi-
tat plays a role in it.
Fast forward a month or so — we are ex-

cited to share that our advocacy efforts are
paying off in the form of more affordable
for-sale homes in Eagle County. We re-
ceived two large grants recently as a result
of the once-in-a-generation funding from
the American Rescue Act Plan dedicated to
housing affordability.
The funding didn’t happen quickly — it

was a year-long process. But we are cele-
brating! These awards will go toward en-
abling us to build 24 permanently affordable
homes this year. Last year only 98 homes
sold for less than $500,000 in Eagle County.
Eight of those homes were Habitat homes.
Our local community, the governor’s of-

fice, and everywhere in between are work-
ing together to shine a light on the need
for affordable housing. It’s important that
people can put down roots and be a part of
the community.

STATE INVESTMENT IN LOCALWORK
Habitat is a key stakeholder advocating

for resources for homeownership and the
housing continuum at the state legisla-
ture. We were thrilled transformational
resources were allocated toward housing
from the state last year. And we are making
progress: There are more affordable hous-
ing units in the pipeline, zoning codes are
being updated and we are having robust
conversations across all levels of govern-

ment and community around
how to make building affordable
homes less cumbersome. I am
excited to share that Habitat Vail
Valley was recently awarded $2.3
million in grant funding from the
state, which was a direct outcome
of these efforts.
We received a $1.2 million

Transformational Affordable
Housing Grant award created by
HB22-1304 toward construction
costs for our Third Street project.
Out of more than 50 applicants,

only eight grants were awarded in the first
round. We are so excited to receive this in-
vestment for our community.
Additionally, Habitat Vail Valley, in

partnership with the town of Eagle, was
awarded $1.1 million for infrastructure
and impact fees for the Third Street
housing project as part of HB21-1271,
known as “Innovative Affordable Housing
Strategies.” The bill "promotes the devel-
opment of innovative affordable housing
strategies.
These grants are critical to our ability to

build homes affordable to our workforce.
They provide a transformational invest-
ment to our local affordable housing stock.
It’s unheard of to bring 24 affordable for-
sale homes to market in this community. It
was a long process but worth it.
These opportunities show there are

many individuals and partners working
on the change we so desperately need. I’m
also proud to see the impact of my work
through Max’s eyes. I love what I do and
loved the opportunity to share a piece of it
with him. I know when he attends his next
Habitat home dedication, he will have a
new depth of understanding of all things
that go into building a home.

Advocacy efforts pay
off with 24 home starts

Elyse Howard
Habitat For
Humanity
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Let us show you our work: This summer we will crane in 16
modular homes on Third Street in Eagle and break ground
on eight stick-built homes at Stratton Flats in Gypsum. Our
elected officials are listening— get involved. Tell themwhat’s
important to you. Our input yielded an investment of more
than $2million in affordable homeownership opportunities.
What can your voice do?

Elyse Howard is the director of development at Habitat
for Humanity Vail Valley, where she fundraises and
advocates for affordable homeownership. Learn more at
HabitatVailValley.org.
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and stock-basedmutual funds and ETFs. The appropriate
percentage of growth and fixed-income investments in your
portfolio depends on your risk tolerance, time horizon and
long-term objectives.

AVOIDANCEOF“TOXINS”
At some Earth Day events, you can learn about positive

behaviors such as disposing of toxic items safely. And in the
investment world, you’ll also want to avoid toxic activities,
such as chasing “hot” stocks that aren’t appropriate for your
needs, or trading investments so frequently that you run up
commissions and taxes or jumping out of themarkets alto-
gether when there’s a temporary decline.

CONSOLIDATION
Getting rid of clutter and unnecessary possessions is an-

other lesson some people take away fromEarth Day. All of
us, when we look around our homes, could probably find
many duplicate items— do we really need two blenders
or three brooms or five staplers?When you invest, it’s also
surprisingly easy to pick up “clutter” in the form ofmultiple
accounts. Youmight have an IRAwith one financial company
and brokerage accounts with two or three others. If you were
to consolidate these accounts with one provider, youmight
reduce correspondence— even if it is online— and possibly
even lower the fees you pay. But perhapsmore important, by
consolidating these accounts at one place, possibly with the
guidance of a financial professional who knows your needs
and goals, youmay find it easier to follow a single, unified
investment strategy.
Earth Day only happens once a year— but it may provide

lessons for investors that can last a lifetime.

This article was written for use by Edward Jones financial
advisers. Edward Jones and its associates and financial
advisers do not provide tax or legal advice. Chuck Smallwood,
Bret Hooper, TinaDeWitt, Kevin Brubeck, CharlieWick,
Jeremy Lepore, Jessie Steinmetz andMark Eaton are
financial advisers with Edward Jones Investments and can
be reached in Edwards at 970-926-1728 or 970-446-0992, in
Eagle at 970-328-0361, 970-328-0639 or 970-328-4959, and
in Avon at 970-688-5420.
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before her current role supervising Integrated Behavioral
Health for Eagle Valley Behavioral Health. I have found Bettis
to be a good listener who cares deeply about finding ways to
provide care to those who need it most.
Brandy Reitter is the celebrated former townmanager of

Eagle. Reitter leads the Colorado’s BroadbandOffice tasked
with expanding broadband coverage and quality for all Colo-
radans. Her decades of deep experience in public service gov-
ernance will bring a solid fiscal perspective andmuch-valued
diversity to Eagle County Paramedics board. Reitter would be
the first Black woman and just the fourth woman to serve on
the board in 40 years.
As the wife of an Eagle County paramedic who has worked

for the ambulance district for 22 years, I am grateful to you
for showing up in person to vote in Edwards or Gypsum on
May 2. Bettis’ mental health background and Reiter’s fiscal
expertise will bring diverse new energy and experience to the
district’s board.

Caroline Bradford
Eagle
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great selection of snowshoes
and winter traction systems

plus poles, packs and rental gear too!

make tracks . . .

Riverwalk in Edwards | 970-926-8144 | ptarmigansports.com

The World’s Greatest
$9 Breakfast Sandwich

Benderz Burgers and more
Open Daily at 7:30am

New location in Edwards
Next to Moontime Cyclery

(Former Larkburger location)
970-855-2740

970-476-7510
vailphysicaltherapy.com

Is pain or injury stopping you
from what you want to do?

ARIA/Cascade Club West Vail

WE CAN HELP


