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Habitat plans 48 new homes
With new land, Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley has 

7-year supply of buildable space downvalley. A3

The course is prepped Monday, 
Nov. 26, for the Xfinity Birds 
of Prey Audi FIS Ski World 
Cup beginning this week in 
Beaver Creek. Training begins 
Wednesday, with races begin-
ning Friday. There will be plenty 
of non-racing events, such as live 
music and beer tasting.
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Downvalley holiday tradi-
tions kick off with Christmas 
on Broadway. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE B1.

HighLife

LOCAL & REGION
Health care in Colorado 

could see some changes 
after newly-elected rep-
resentatives consider new 
legislature. FOR THE FULL 
STORY, SEE PAGE A2.

OUR WORLD
After 100 million 

miles of space, NASA 
lands its spacecraft 
InSight on Mars. FOR 
THE FULL STORY, 
SEE PAGE A13.
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Facial Surgery  •  Fillers  •  Botox  •  Peels  •  HydraFacial  •  IPL  •  Laser Hair Removal  •  CoolSculpting
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Habitat secures land for 7 years of building

GYPSUM — There’s been a 
lot of activity at the Habitat for 
Humanity Vail Valley site in Gyp-
sum this week as 11 crew mem-
bers from AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps work 
to bring four new homes up from 
the ground.

“What’s really great about host-
ing groups like this is it’s the time 
of year when our local volunteer 
corps gets busy with their own 
lives,” said Julie Kapala, communi-
cations and marking manager for 
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley.

The work underway is a mile-
stone for Habitat. When the two 
duplexes currently under con-
struction are completed, work will 
shift over to a new site at the IK 
Bar Ranch next to Red Hill Ele-
mentary School.

But Habitat isn’t done with 

Stratton Flats, either. The group 
will return to the area after their 
IK Bar work is done. In total, 
Habitat has now tied up construc-
tion plans for 48 new homes.

LOOKING LONG TERM
For more than two decades, 

Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley 
has been working to help local 
families realize their dreams for 
home ownership. But 2018 has 
been an exceptionally busy year as 
Habitat inked a pair of land deals 

that positioned the organization 
to continue its work for many 
years into the future.

After more than a year of plan-
ning and discussions, on Oct. 
25 Habitat for Humanity Vail 
Valley closed a deal to purchase 
a large parcel of land. The newly 
acquired Gypsum property is lo-
cated on the southern end of Po-
lar Star Properties’ Spring Creek 
Village project and is adjacent to 
Habitat’s existing Stratton Flats 
neighborhood, where 40 homes 

have been built since 2012. 
“Land deals are hard and 

they take a lot of time and a lot 

of patience and a lot of money, 

By Pam Boyd
pboyd@vaildaily.com

Organization eyes 
construction of 48 new 
Habitat residences at 
two sites in Gypsum

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY VAIL VALLEY
By the Numbers
$595,000: Median home sale price in Eagle County.
$190,000: Current sale price of a three-bedroom, one-and-a-half bath-
room Habitat home.
$822: Eagle County’s average weekly wage; $220 below the statewide 
average weekly wage.
1 out of 3: Estimated number of Eagle River Valley households who 
qualify for a Habitat home based on their income.
10 for 1: On average, Habitat receives 10 homeowner applications for 
every one home that the organization builds in Eagle County.
33 percent: Increase in the number of homes that Habitat will build each 
year starting in 2021.
128: Number of families who will live in Habitat homes by 2025.
250: Number of volunteer hours or “sweat equity” invested per adult 
Habitat homeowner on the construction of a family home.
0 percent: Interest rate for a Habitat home mortgage.

HABITAT, A5

Members of an AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps 
work on a Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley home at Stratton Flats in 
Gypsum. It’s been a busy fall for the local Habitat group, which final-
ized land deals for 48 new homes. That’s enough land inventory to 
carry the group through the next seven years of construction.

PAM BOYD | PBOYD@VAILDAILY.COM
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EDWARDS PLAZA
BETWEEN 

170 & HWY 6
MON-FRI: 10:30-10PM

SAT & SUN: 7:30AM-10PM

TREAT YOUR

EMPLOYEES TO FIESTA’S!

RESERVE OUR BACK ROOM

NEW MEXICAN CAFÉ
SINCE 1989

DELIVERY OR TAKE OUT

970.926.2121

281 Bridge Street, Vail • www.brandesscadmus.com

(970) 476-1450

3 Bedrooms |  3 Bathrooms |  1,400 Sq.ft.

The Vorlaufer-A boutique property featuring the size, the 

location, the remodel you’ve been looking for in Vail Village. 

This property overlooks Gore Creek, deck included, has Vail 

Mountain views, vaulted ceilings, wood burning rock fireplace, 

3 bedrooms/3 baths and new kitchen appliances. The Home 

comes fully furnished, has one-car assigned parking, low dues. A 

Quiet location with the Vail Village and Ski Slopes a short walk 

from your new getaway in Vail, Colorado.

Brandess-Cadmus
Real Estate, Inc.

OFFERED AT $2,750,000

Knowledge • Experience • Familiarity • since 1978

385 Gore Creek Drive | Vorlaufer | Vail Village

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

WE ACCEPT VVMC AND 
VAIL RESORTS INSURANCE

AVON
Buck Creek Medical Plaza • 50 Buck Creek Road, Suite 205

970-766-VEIN (8346) Evening Hours Available

MountainVeinCare.com

V E I N
HAVE TIRED, ACHY LEGS? 

Think you might have varicose veins 
and are not sure where to go?

Patients now have multiple options, both here and on the Front Range, but it is 
important to discuss with any vein practice you are considering the following issues:

EXPERIENCE
Dr. Dando has

•  practiced Venous Medicine full time since 2005 – veins are all we do!
•  has performed over 16,000 endovenous laser vein surgeries and 19,000  

sclerotherapy sessions

PHYSICIAN-PROVIDED CARE
Ask the practice you are considering – does the PHYSICIAN provide all the care, from the initial consultation through 
the in-office vein surgery and follow-up sclerotherapy sessions, or is care also provided by non-physician staff?

At Mountain Vein Care, Dr. Dando performs ALL venous 
procedures, from the initial consultation through all  
follow-up sclerotherapy sessions.

678 GRAND AVENUE, US HWY 6
EAGLE | 970.328.4043

GRAB + GO 
BREAKFAST{ }
HOT COFFEE AND 

HUGE BREAKFAST BURRITOS
QUICK + ON-THE-GO!

(Available at the Chill Window 
Tuesday - Friday 7am to 12pm)
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frankly,” Kapala said.
The financing challenge is what has 

Habitat extra excited about the 12 
units planned at the IK Bar Ranch.

“The IK Bar parcel is the first time 
we have gotten land donated since we 
stared in 1995,” Kapala said.

Eagle County Schools donated the 
site as part of its comprehensive mas-
ter plan for the IK Bar property.

That land donation, combined with 
the October purchase, provides Hab-
itat with a seven-year supply of land. 
What’s more, with the two deals final-
ized, Habitat will now officially launch 
its Blueprint for Growth: 2019-2021 
strategic plan, which centers around 
increasing the organization’s home 
building capacity from six units per 
year to eight units per year — a 33 
percent increase — by 2021.

“Having our land needs met for the 
next few years will allow the orga-
nization to focus on other import-
ant areas of our work,” said Stuart 
Green, president of the Habitat 
for Humanity Vail Valley Board of 
Directors.

BLUEPRINT FOR GROWTH
Habitat’s strategic planning efforts 

began in June 2017 and the 15-month 
process included in-person stakehold-
er interviews, bench marking stud-
ies of comparable Habitat affiliates 
across the country and consultation 
by Habitat for Humanity of Colorado. 
The overwhelming conclusion was 
that Habitat’s work in Eagle County is 
more critical than ever.

“Eagle County looks very different 

since Habitat built its first home here 
in 1995,” said John Welaj, Habitat for 
Humanity Vail Valley 
executive director. 
“Today, our county is a 
place where hardwork-
ing families can no 
longer afford a place 
to call home. There is 
much to be done and 
we must work in new 
and innovative ways to 
increase opportunities 
for more families to 
become homeowners.”

“It’s getting really 
hard to select families 
for Habitat homes,” Kapala said. 

She noted that during the last ap-
plication cycle, 69 families applied for 
the six available homes.

“The need, obviously, is there,” she 
said.

STRATEGIC GOALS
Seven strategic goals will drive Hab-

itat for Humanity Vail Valley future 
activities and programs:

 ■ By 2021, Habitat for Humanity 
Vail Valley will serve 100 families. The 
family services program will include 
comprehensive post-purchase educa-
tion that promotes self-sufficiency.

 ■ Increase home building capac-
ity by 33 percent; constructing 20 
affordable and energy-efficient homes 
between 2019-2021.

 ■ By 2021, profits from the Habitat 
ReStore will cover 100 percent of the 
administrative costs for Habitat for 
Humanity Vail Valley, allowing all fund-
raising dollars to go directly to serving 
families and constructing new homes.

 ■ Raise $4 million between 

2019-2021 to fund capacity growth 
in home construction and family 

services; representing 
a 60 percent increase 
in overall fundraising 
efforts.

 ■ Recruit 
volunteers to fill 
15,000 opportunities 
at construction sites, in 
offices, at the Habitat 
ReStore or by serving 
on a committee.

 ■ Ensure 
adequate land acqui-
sition by obtaining 48 
home sites for planned 

and future building efforts.
 ■ Launch an advocacy program to 

protect and expand policies and re-
sources for affordable housing.

As a leader in developing afford-
able housing solutions in Eagle 
County, Habitat relies on collabora-
tive partnerships to fulfill its mission. 
The local organization sells volun-
teer-built homes to families with 
income between 35 and 80 percent of 
the area’s median income. The fam-
ilies put in 250 hours of volunteer 
work, per adult, for the organization. 
They then pay a zero-interest mort-
gage to pay off the construction cost 
of the home.

“It isn’t enough to keep doing what 
we’re doing,” Welaj said. “Our new 
strategic plan signifies an important 
step in the growth of our organization 
and we invite others to help us reach 
our exciting new goals.”

To read more about Habitat for Hu-
manity Vail Valley’s 2019-21 Strategic 
Plan, visit habitatvailvalley.org/about/
strategic-plan.

HABITAT
From page A3

“
Having our 
land needs 

met for the next few 
years will allow the 
organization to focus 
on other important 
areas of our work.”

Stuart Green
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley 

Board of Directors president

Ritz Carlton Job Fair
Work with the world s leading global hospitality company!
Wednesday, November 28 & Thursday, November 29
Wednesday, December 5 & Thursday, December 6

10:00am 6:00pm, The Ritz Carlton, Bachelor Gulch, 0130 Daybreak Ridge, Avon, CO 81620
The Ritz Carlton Bachelor Gulch is hiring both year round and seasonal for hourly and leadership positions.

In Room Dining
Overnight In Room Dining
Restaurant Bar Back
Server Assistant
Front Desk Agent

Food & Beverage Supervisor
Culinary Supervisor

Barista

Host/ Hostess
Overnight Engineer
Shift Engineer

Night Audit Clerk
Naturalist

Massage Therapist
Spa Locker Room Attendant

Seasonal Cook I & II

Please visit our Career website (www.marriott.com/careers, search Ritz Carlton Bachelor Gulch, CO) to view all open positions and submit an
application online. Then come to the Job Fair for an interview.

To Endless PossibilitiesMarriott International is the world s leading global hospitality company with more than 6,500 properties, 30 renowned
hotel brands in 130 countries around the world. Opportunities abound! The next step in your career could lead to your greatest adventure!

Questions? Call +1.970.343.1044 or +1.435.940.5780

Marriott International is an equal opportunity employer that does not discriminate on the basis of disability, veteran status, or any other basis protected under federal, state, or local laws.

T H E  F I N E S T  D I N I N G

(Dine In Only - Not Valid With Other Offers)
50% OFF ENTREES!

970 926 7001  |  open nightly at 5:30pm
first & main building  |  riverwalk  |  edwards

juniperrestaurant.com  |  

Sports
See local and national sports news every day  

in the Vail Daily or at www.vaildaily.com
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