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Gypsum nets grant,
prepares to build
new playground
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DID YOU KNOW...

OUR PICKS FOR THE
TOP TWO ACTIVITIES IN
THE VAIL VALLEY TODAY

By Pam Boyd

pboyd@eaglevalleyenterprise.com

GYPSUM — Gypsum
is already and officially a
playful place, but come
Sept. 24 there will be even
more fun to be had in the
community.
On that date, the town
wants about 200 volunteers to converge to build
a new playground, compliments of the Playful
City USA organization, the
Colorado Health Foundation and a number of local
partners.
“This has been a long
time coming,” said Gypsum
special events coordinator
Krista DeHerrera.
She said the town first
explored idea of getting a
Kaboom grant for a new
park in the Stratton Flats/
Habitat for Humanity residential area more than a
year ago. Another community has selected in the initial application process, but
then a representative from
Kaboom contacted the
town in July to say the Colorado Health Foundation

had agreed to fund a new
project. Gypsum’s application was ready and waiting,
and town was able to forge
some important partnerships to take advantage of
the grant dollars.
According to DeHerrera, the park location fits
perfectly with the Kaboom
mission because kids who
live in the Stratton Flats

and Habitat homes don’t
have a nearby play area.
She noted that as part of
its development approval,
Stratton Flats was required
to build a playground when
it reached the 100 homes
threshold. What’s more, a
tract of land in the neighborhood has already been
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Shop at the farmers
market — The 11th
annual Vail Farmers’ Market
runs from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. today and every Sunday
through Oct. 2, with more
than 135 tents selling good
ranging from accessories,
clothing and jewelry, to
artisan crafts, to wine, spirits,
produce and prepared food.
For more details, visit www.
vailfarmersmarket.com.
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Explore art studios in
Red Cliff — Get a peek
at the thriving art community
in Red Cliff during the 18th
Red Cliff Studio Tour today
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
year, eight artists are participating, displaying their work
within their private studios
and, for the first time, on
the second floor of Mango’s
Mountain Grill. Learn more on
Page B2, or visit www.redcliff
studiotour.com.
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This graphic depicts
the new playground
equipment, chosen by
local kids, that will be
installed during a community build event
planned for Sept. 24 in
Gypsum.

GYPSUM IS AN
OFFICIAL PLAYFUL
CITY USA
Playful City USA is a
national recognition
program sponsored by
Humana Foundation
in partnership with
Kaboom that honors
cities, towns and communities across America
that are taking bold
steps to ensure that all
children, especially the
16 million American
kids living in poverty,
have easy access to balanced and active play in
their communities.
Through this program,
Playful City USA honorees are recognized
for making a commitment to transform
their communities to
become more playable
by developing unique
local action plans to
increase the quantity
and quality of play in
their community.

Amazing sunsets and big open views highlight this beautiful single family home.
Soaring living room ceilings with walls of windows provide a dramatic sense of
arrival, tons of natural light, and breathtaking views. The spacious custom deck
has been the site of many a memorable evening. Open living room/dining area/
kitchen. Rec room. Cozy TV room with surround sound. Remodeled master suite
and notable updates throughout. Superb condition. Tons of storage. Two car
garage. Just minutes to skiing, shopping, a terrific selection of schools and the
popular Sonnenalp Golf Club. A “Must See!”
4 Bedrooms. 4.5 Baths. 3,509 +/- sq.ft.
$1,249,000 | MLS# 926626
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designated for a playground. When the
town learned about the grant dollars, it
approached the Stratton Flats developers and proposed a deal — if they would
dedicate the park land to the Stratton Flats
Homeowners Association, the town would
cut their park development requirement
from $60,000 to $50,000. The dollars and
the land donation are being applied to the
Kaboom project and local kids will get a
bigger park on a expedited schedule.
“This is a really blessing for this neighborhood,” said DeHerrera. “They are getting
twice the park that they would have gotten
and they are getting it 10 to 15 years earlier.”

Eleanor Brown,

author of The Light of Paris
• Wednesday, August 17th
• 6pm
• Tickets $10, includes appetizers
Madeline is trapped by her family’s expectations. In her
memories, her grandmother Margie is the kind of woman
she should have been - elegant, reserved, perfect. But when
Madeline finds a diary detailing Margie’s bold, romantic trip
to Jazz Age Paris, she meets the grandmother she never knew.
Through Margie’s and Madeleine’s stories, Eleanor Brown
explores the joys and risks of living life on our own terms, of
defying the rules that hold us back from our dreams, and of
becoming the people we are meant to be.

Independently Owned • Locally Flavored • Community Minded
970.926.READ (7323) • bookwormofedwards.com

DESIGNED BY EXPERTS
Once Gypsum forged partnerships with
Stratton Flats Homes, the Stratton Flats
Homeowners Association and Habitat for
Humanity Vail Valley to build the playground, it turned to a group of experts to
plan the amenity — about 25 local kids.
During a session hosted by Kaboom
the kids described what they wanted in a
playground. After the younger set had their
say, parents were asked to offer their ideas.
The resulting 50-by-50-foot playground
features kid-approved climbing structures,
slides and swings. Additionally, another
approximately 50-by-50-foot adjacent area
will have a number of adult fitness structures. The play area and the fitness area
will be bridged by a shaded picnic area.
With plans in hand, the town is now
looking for a volunteer corps to build the
playground. That will happen during a
building blitz planned in late September.

ALL HANDS ON BOARD
DeHerrera said about 200 volunteers
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Gypsum kids draw their ideas for a perfect
playground during the Kaboom design
event in July. Those ideas will take concrete form during a community build day
on Sept. 24.
will be needed to build the park. The
work will begin on Sept. 22 when the
equipment truck arrives and volunteers
will unload the unassembled playground.
Additional prep work is planned Sept. 23
and then build day will begin at 8 a.m.
Sept. 24.
“You don’t have to have any construction
skills to help,” said DeHerrera. “Everyone
can play an important role.”
Some people will be assigned to the construction crew while others will work for
the food committee because everyone will
be served breakfast and lunch on site Sept.
24. Additionally, there will be free child
care provided during the build so volunteer
parents don’t have to make arrangements
for their kids. That means other volunteers
will be tasked with playing with kids during
construction time.
Anyone interested in participating with
the park project is invited to sign up at
www.townofgypsum.com. For additional
information, email kdeherrera@town
ofgypsum.com or call 970-524-1727.
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Live along the crystal waters of the river, take in the sweeping views
of the majestic Mt. Sopris, and enjoy life on an award winning golf course.
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